The American Revolution: 

1763-1789

AP US History - Lickey

Intro: In the next two weeks we will explore both the ultimate and proximate causes of the American Revolution, how the war was fought and won by the Patriots, and the creation of the Constitution. In our exploration of the Revolution’s causes we will focus on those forces that fostered nationalism and the view among very different colonial societies that they had become a single nation. In our examination of the Revolution itself we will focus almost entirely on the political history of the War. How did the Patriots, always a minority, establish an effective state government that was capable of maintaining a successful war effort against the world’s strongest power? What were the institutions and leaders that would emerge from the Revolution to provide effective leadership in a revolutionary society? Lastly our focus on the Constitution will explore how the fact of independence did not necessarily lead to the reality of a new successful state. The Constitution would be the basis of our new, a revolutionary, and uniquely successful state. We will look at the circumstances surrounding its creation as well as the men who wrote it and their motivations.

Required Reading:

American Pageant Chapters 6,7,8,9

American Spirit Select documents from Chapters 6,7,8,9

Terms for Notes and Test:

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

World Wars

Virtue


General Washington
Society of Cincinnati

Coureurs de bois
Radical Whigs

Olive Branch Petition
abolition

Guerrilla war

Mercantilism

republic

republican motherhood

Treaty of Utrecht
Navigation Laws
Common Sense
2nd Continental Congress

Ohio R. Valley
Sugar Act

Abigail Adams
Articles of Confederation

7 Years’ War

Stamp Act

Loyalists/Tories
NW Ordinance of 1787

Albany Congress
Townshed Acts
Trenton/Princeton
Shay’s Rebellion

Battle of Quebec
Committees Cor.
Saratoga

Constitutional Convention

Proclamation of 1763
Intolerable Acts
French Alliance
nationalist (generally)

Capt. Washington
1st Cont. Congress
Treaty of Paris

Electoral College










3/5’s Compromise










Ultimate Protector of liberty










antifederalist

Provocative  Question: Gordon Woods notes in his The Creation of the American Republic 1776-1787 that: “Never in history as there been so much rebellion with so little real cause… The Americans’ response was out of all proportion to the stimuli.” What social realities motivated the colonists to seek violent revolution?


Approximate Schedule of Lessons

#1
Lecture: The Mercantilism and the Structure of Empire”


Read: Pageant Chapter 6;

           Spirit: “Virginia Resents Restrictions” “Adam Smith’s Balance

           Sheet”


HW: Terms List #1

#2
Lecture: Virtue and Whigism


Asn: create a timeline of increasing tensions


Read: Pageant Chapter 7


          Sprit: “Ben Franklin Testifies Against the Stamp Act” “Connecticut Decries the 

           Boston Port Act” “Adam Smith Criticizes Empire” “D. Leonard Deplores 

           Rebellion” “New Yorkers Abuse Tories”

HW: APPARTS & TL #2

#3
Article Review & Discussion of the Radicalism of the Revolution: 


Read: The American Record: “The Shoemaker and the Revolution” 


Asn: ARA

#4
Film: America #3: “Making A Revolution”

Read: Pageant, Chapter 8


          Spirit: “Common Sense” “R. Lee’s Resolution of Independence” “Declaration of 

          Independence” “Vengeance on the Tories” “The Hanging of a Loyalist”

HW: APPARTS & TL #3

#5
Lecture: Creating the Constitution



Read: Pageant Chapter 9


          Spirit: “Shaysites Grievances” “Washington Expresses Alarm” 


          HW: APPARTS & TL 4

#6 
Documents and Debate: Creating and Ratifying the Constitution


Read: Spirit: “The Debate on Representation in Congress” “The argument over Slave 

            Importations” “Hamilton Scans the Future” “G. Mason is Critical” “Jefferson is 

            Unenthusiastic” “Storekeeper Blasts Standing Armies” “An Anti-Fed. Demands 

Deliberation” “Madison Defends the Constitution”

Asn: Document Debate

Exam: FRQ & MC 
