Unit Guides

Introduction: At the start of every unit I will hand out a unit guide that is like a detailed syllabus. It will tell you what you are going to learn, why, and what you will be responsible to do and to know. I will share the unit guides with your parents at back to school night and at any other conferences. In addition I will share the unit guide with councilors or administrators for the same reason I give it to you, viz. to communicate clearly what we are doing in class, why, and what I expect of you.

Every Unit Guide has the following features:

1. An introduction that provides a brief summary of what we will be studying and its broader significance

2. Assigned readings from your text(s) and other sources

3. Terms you must be familiar with and that will be tested on quizzes and exams.

a. Terms all are covered in your text and are the terms lists are associated with assigned text readings

b. You will have to take notes on the terms from your text as a graded assignment
4. A provocative question or a provocative statement. This serves as the same purpose as the keel does on a boat. 
a. It is a central question that goes right to the heart of the unit topic. 
b. In one way or many ways, each lesson should provide an answer to the provocative question.
c. At the end of every lesson you should ask: “how does what we just did help me to answer the provocative question?” If you can’t answer ask someone else or me.

5. An approximate schedule of lessons with corresponding graded activities and homework assignments. If you miss a day, look at the unit guide and ask a classmate where we are on the schedule and what was assigned.

a. Lessons may take more than one day

b. Homework assignments are written on the right corner of the white board

Assignments are due on the day they are written on the board: for example if the board says Tuesday: Terms List #1 then Terms List #1 is due at the start of class on Tuesday. 

Document Response Assignment

AP   History – Lickey

The “Document Response” assignment is a protocol for responding to primary source Document Review Assignment documents. Please write a brief analytic essay/response for each document or group of documents.
1. Each document response should have:

a.  an introductory paragraph that puts the documents into a broader historical context.
i.  This includes a reference to the period of history as well as the events and issues that surround the document.
ii. This paragraph should introduce the authors.
iii. This should also introduce a discussion of audiences for whom the documents were written.

b. This first paragraph should posit a two part thesis that presents (1) what the documents main ideas  are and (2) what historical significance the documents have.
2. In the body of the essay you must develop your thesis

a. Develop paragraphs to show the documents main ideas

i. Is there disagreement between the documents if more than one?
ii. Can you analyze a discernable point of view and bias in the document? Use direct textual reference to illustrate that bias and point of view.
iii. Analyze the nuanced meanings of the document. 
b. Your essay should conclude with a paragraph that analyses the documents historical significance. 
i. By significance we are essentially asking why is this writing still of interest?
ii. Does it/do they give us an especially revealing insight into the period of study? What do the points of view expressed in the documents tell us about the underlying events?
iii. Alternately, you can examine the degree to which the text influenced the social realities of its audience. To put another way; did the document significantly change the attitudes, beliefs and behaviors of those who read it? Was it broadly read and by whom?

iv. This portion should loop back to your introduction of context. What does/do the document(s) say about the topic at hand


Critical Reading Strategy:

APPARTS

A  
Author: Who wrote this document? In what ways was this person 

 
historically important or noteworthy individual? What is the author’s 

point of View[POV] – be ready to use textual references to back 

up assertions here.

P 
Place & Time: When and where was the document written. Put the

document into its historical context

P 
Prior Knowledge: What do you know of this document and the issues 

that surround it before reading the document itself

A 
Audience: Who was the author trying to reach with this document? 

What does this say about the point of view that the document reflects? 

 
.

R 
Reason: Why was the document written? What is the author’s motive 

 
for penning the document?

T 
The Main Idea: What is (are) the main point(s) the document brings 

up? This is a summary of the document’s internal content. This is the meaning the document has standing on its own.

S 
Significance: Why is this document of continuing historical interest? 

Does the document give you new insight into the time under 

investigation? Did the document significantly influence the attitudes, 

beliefs, and behavior of its audience? This is a historical analysis that 

asserts meaning outside of the document itself. Your analysis of 

significance assigns historical meaning to the document that the 

document itself does not express.  Here your not thinking about what 

the documents says as much as what it does. 

APPARTS – Help Sheet

	
	Ask yourself….
	Might begin with….

	Author
	Who wrote this text? What do you know about this author? Is the author well known? Did the author have other major writings? What is the Author’s point of view.
	This document was written by…  

As a student of  John Witherspoon at NJ College, James Madison’s writing reflects….

	Place and Time
	When and where was the document written? What was the context – social, economic, political – at this time?
	 Written in _____  during the ______this text is an expression of the _________ that characterized the _______ era.

	Prior Knowledge
	What do I know about this text before I even read it? What do I associate this text and this author with?
	________ is often associated with …..

Though I am not familiar with this text the _____ era is associated with...

	Audience
	Who was the author trying to reach with this text
	______ was clearly addressing members of the ______ class….

	Reason
	Why did the author write this document? What was he trying to accomplish? 
	This document is an argument for ….

_____ is clearly trying to convince….

	The Main Idea
	What are the main ideas that are expressed within the document? Is there a general theme that is developed?
	The main theme of this excerpt is _______. This is most clearly expressed with the following passage: “…..

	Significance
	How does this help me to understand the era we are studying? Did this document effect the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors of its contemporary audience?
	Mirandola helps us to really appreciate how Renaissance Humanism was a movement that appreciated and celebrated the human condition….

Darwin’s concept would not only influence life science but would quickly be adopted by liberal elites to argue that socialism was unnatural…


Critical Reading Strategy:

Levels of Questions

1. Level One Questions

· Answers are explicit in the text: who, what, when, where?

2. Level Two Questions

· Answers are implicit in the text

· How, Why?

· Require analysis of the text

3. Level Three Questions

· No answer in the text

· Answers are “outside” or beyond the text

· No single correct answer

· Open ended

· Designed to provoke discussion

Critical Reading Strategy: 

Soaps

Subject: What is the essay’s topic

Occasion: What was the impetus for the writer’s writing the essay 

at this time?

Author/Audience: Who wrote the document & to whom does the 

writer address his/her comments?

Purpose: Why did the writer write the essay? What does he/she 

want to convince readers of or persuade them to do?

Significance:  Why is this document of historical interest? How 

does it help us to understand the the era under investigation? 

How did the document influence the attitudes, beliefs, and 

behavior of its contemporary audience

Article Review Assignment

From time to time we may read articles, monographs, or chapters from topical books. The Article review allows you to closely read and critique the work of professional historians. Article Reviews must have all the following components:

1. Has an introduction puts the article’s broader historical context

2. Has a thesis that identifies the articles/author’s thesis and/or purpose and describes how that thesis is supported with organized evidence.

a. What kind of evidence does the article introduce?

b. What lines of evidence are most compelling?

c. How is the evidence organized?



3. A body that analyzes with substantial detail how the author develops their thesis.
a. This is a summary of the article

b. You show that you have read the article closely by using excerpts and examples of key points, strong arguments, typical prose, etc…

4. Asses the article’s significance.

a. Why is this an important topic?

b. What does the author bring to this subject?

c. Does the author change the way you/we/historians think about the topic?

d. Does the author extrapolate new connections from the topic that make it more relevant?

5. A conclusion that summarizes the article and contains a personal assessment.
The Formal Harvard Outline
Introduction: The Formal Harvard Outline is a classic organizational tool. The most traditional note-taking format and the one I was taught from grammar school through university. This is simply a way for you to capture the content and the organizational structure that makes the content coherent in your text. This may be more laborious than a terms list, but worth it when you really want to understand a text. Highlight assigned terms with a page number in parenthesis.
I. Roman numerals indicate main topics and big ideas.

a. Letters identify major sub-topics and smaller ideas.

i. Lower case Roman numerals show details.

ii. Use complete sentences.

iii. Write the big idea in the paragraph in the sub-topics.

b. Critical Reading.

i. As you read, try to find the main idea of the paragraph.

ii. Put this idea in you own words.

iii. Try not to copy directly from the text.

iv. Combine smaller points into bigger ideas to make complete sentences.

v. Think about what you are reading.

vi. Look for the “Big Picture.”

II. Structure shows the organization.

a. Similar numbers and letters align vertically.

b. If a sentence is too long for one line, start the second line under the first letter of the first word in the first line.

c. Be consistent in spacing.

i. Use standard typing rules, like double spacing after a period.

ii. Either single spacing or double spacing between letters and numbers is acceptable.  Choose a clear pattern and follow it.

d. Remember to put periods at the end of every sentence.

III. Completing your paper.

a. All outlines must be typed, or written in ink on one side of the paper only.

Note Cards

Note cards may be submitted in a envelope affixed to your notebook in lieu of Terms lists or Harvard Outlines. Note-cards may be useful study aids for tests and in preparation for the AP Exam in the Spring:

For each term:

1. Write the terms on the blank side of the note card
2. Draw an icon that represents that term in your mind.

a. Icons are not necessarily detailed illustrations

b. Icons should visually represent the “big idea” behind the term, its most defining attribute.
c. Icons may be mnemonic devices that help you remember the term by reminding you of something you are totally familiar with, think rhymes, similes, and other non-historical associations

3. Write the page number of the text where you found the term in the upper right corner of the card.

4. On the lined side of the note card write a definition of the term: who, what, why, where, when…. 
5. Use a power verb (produced, created, developed….) to tie this term back to the thesis of the chapter, the units provocative question, or the central themes that define that era(contextualization).
