Reconstruction

AP US History – Lickey

Intro: In April of 1865 the guns of the civil war fell silent. The South was devastated. The destruction of the physical aspect of the South resembled Germany or Japan after the Second World War. Slavery as an institution had been whipped away by the 13th Amendment and with it much of the wealth of the old South. In fact the Southern economy was at least 50% smaller in 1870 than 1860. The North was wealthier than ever and had established policies that would encourage the continued growth of a national industrial commercial state lead by a truly national government. Unresolved at the end of the war were questions that threatened the peace. What was the status of former Confederates? How could the States of the Confederacy return to the Union such that they were co-equal with the states of the North?  And most problematically, what would be the status of African Americans in the United States. In the next week we will examine how the latter questions began to be addressed before the war ended, the period known as Presidential Reconstruction, how Republicans in Congress seized control of Reconstruction, the struggles of freedmen for equality and independence, the forces of white reaction, the end of the Reconstruction era, and an analysis of its accomplishments and meaning in the broader course of American moral and political development.

Required Reading: 
 American Pageant Chapter 22 & 23 (502-513)


        
American Spirit Chapter 22, Select Readings




“Abraham Lincoln and the Second American Revolution.” James 

McPherson

Terms for Notes and Test:

Chapter 22:

Confederate Pardons

Wade-Davis Bill

Radical Reconstruction

Postwar Economy

Lincoln’s 10% Plan
Union League

Emancipation &Travel 

“conquered provinces”
Ku Klux Klan

Exodusters


Johnson’s 10% Gov.’s
Political Corruption

Freedmen’s Bureau 

Black Codes

Impeachment

Johnson’s Constituency

Franchise

Thaddeus Stevens

Seward’s Folly

Chapter 23: (pp.502-513 Only)
Grant & Corruption

Waving the Bloody Shirt
Thomas Nast

Compromise of 1877

Plessy v. Ferguson
Black disenfranchisement

Jim Crow Laws


Provocative Statement: The Reconstruction agenda of Radical Republicans was motivated as much by crass partisanship as by any high ideals.

Provocative Question: Was Reconstruction a watershed in the advancement of African Americans to a place of equality in American life or a missed opportunity?

Schedule of Lessons:
Lesson #1
Introduction: Annotated Timeline of Reconstruction, W/. Flip notes that illustrate, 

define, and evaluate relative to Provocative Question 

& Statement.



Rd: Spirit Southern Blacks Ask for Help, The White South Asks for Unconditional 

Reintegration into the Union, Radical Republicans Take a Hard Line

Asn: DRA 

Rd: Pageant Ch. 22
View: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JlbykWLU0A&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1

Lesson #2
Fishbowl Discussion & Class Activity: Class Timeline Time

Rd: Spirit Johnson’s Cleveland Speech, Senator Lyman Trumbull Defends 

Johnson

Rd: Pageant Chapter 23 (pp.502-5-13)
Asn: DRA 
View:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVEfO8L3ABs&feature=related&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1

Lesson #3
Fishbowl discussions of documents & Class Timeline Time

Rd: Spirit Thaddeus Stevens Demands Black Suffrage, W.E.B. du Bois Justifies 

Black Legislators, B. Tillman’s Anti-black Tirade

Abraham Lincoln and the Second American Revolution, James McPherson 
[Article]

Asn: DRA & ARA
Lesson #4
Evaluating Reconstruction: Discussion of Units readings in terms of context and 

Significance and in relation to the Unit’s provocative statement and question

Semester Final Exam and NB Submission

