CURRENT EVENTS – U.S. History
It is a basic tenant of education that schools should produce good citizens.  Common sense suggests that part of the process of becoming a good citizen includes, in fact is dependent upon, the ability to analyze new information.  If Democracy is to survive, good citizens must be able to digest a barrage of incoming news and make reasoned judgments about this information.

This takes practice!!!


Every week a current events assignment is due.  Current events are less than one week old.  The assignment requires you write about one news item.  This item must be a “hard news”.  It can be either a story, editorial or political column.  The story must be at the international level;  It can be about what the United States is doing internationally, or what other countries are doing, or the condition of the world.  Keep your graded current events in your notebook.

A complete current event assignment includes:

1 – Title, source of information, date.

2 – With a REQUIRED MINIMUM OF EIGHT SENTENCES describe the issue under consideration.  (USE YOUR OWN WORDS)  Include the standard identifiers, i.e., who?, what?, where?, why?, and How?  Convince me you know what this story is about.

3 – Once you have described the story, give your opinion about the topic.  (A MINIMUM OF EIGHT SENTENCES ARE REQUIRED)  Choose a side, take a stand or express an opinion about what should be done, given what you’ve described.  There are no wrong opinions, just poorly written ones.

4 – Choose a word that you are unfamiliar with, or fuzzy about. Define that word, and use it in a sentence different from the sentence used in the story.  Prove to me that you know what the word means.  If you have trouble finding a word you are unfamiliar with, choose a more complex story.
5 – Ask a meaningful question about the topic.  Something left out of the story.  Put yourself in the place of the reporter.  What question would enhance the quality of the story?


These five areas will all be graded independent of one another.


I expect to read about hard news!  That is to say, sports, crimes, accidents, weather, movies, etc., etc., etc., are not allowed.

YOU HAVE SEVEN DAYS TO COMPLETE THIS ASSIGNMENT.  DO NOT WAIT UNITL THE NIGHT BEFORE IT IS DUE.  You are allowed a one day grace period, which includes being absent, but you lose 4 participation pts.  

This can be a grade maker, or a grade breaker.  If you are absent the day the assignment is due, you must bring it with you the next time you are in class.  It will be accepted at full value, minus the 4 pts. for participation.  Complete the assignment before you arrive in class.  I will not accept it if you are working on it during class.

THE WEEKLY SCORE:  15 pts. on Tuesday.  11pts for a non-participation score.

This assignment must be typed.  There are 300 computers in this school and 8 in my room.  No excuses.

*If you are caught re-using an old current event, you will be zeroed out for the rest of the quarter. 

