Developing a Thesis Statement

The thesis statement is a sentence that summarizes the main idea of the paper and provides the direction for the paper as a whole.  It is generally included in the Introductory Paragraph along with the pieces of evidence (arguing points) that you will explain later.  The thesis statement DOES NOT include the phrases:  “In this paper I will tell you…..”  Or “The purpose of this paper is to ……”
For your persuasive paper, you will be providing a thesis statement, at least 3 different supporting paragraphs, a paragraph refuting the opposition arguments and a concluding paragraph.  The concluding paragraph often restates the thesis.  This is a standard 6 paragraph essay.

One way to formulate your thesis statement is to write it as an opinion statement using:

I believe …     I think …     I learned …  However, do not keep these words in your finished product.
Example:

I believe that the reason that terrorists have targeted the United States is because we attacked their country first.

I think that nuclear energy is the best alternative to improving our air quality.

I learned that economic problems were a major cause of World War II.

Your next step is to drop the initial words so that you have a legitimate thesis statement:

The reason that terrorists have targeted the United States is because we attacked their country first.

Nuclear energy is the best alternative to improving our air quality.

Economic problems were a major cause of World War II.

Now you can begin to gather evidence to support your thesis statement.  Remember, the body of your essay is information which will support your thesis statement 
I start with an opinion statement such as:

I believe that the death penalty is a crime.

I then jot down at least 3 sentence topics, which will support that statement:

It is cruel and unusual punishment

It is hypocritical for government to kill when killing is considered wrong and unlawful

Such practice is condemned by the United Nations

Therefore, we will include the reference to those 3 supports right in our thesis statement.  For example:

The death penalty is a crime because it is cruel and unusual punishment, it is hypocritical for government to kill when killing is considered wrong and unlawful, and such practice is condemned by the United Nations.

Below are some examples of other thesis statements:

Television is bad for children because it diminishes their morals, makes them lazy, and subjects them to consumerism.

Money can make people happy because it helps them meet their needs, allows them freedom to do things they want and leaves them able to donate to society.

War should be avoided at all costs because it harms innocent civilians, destroys the environment, and ruins countries’ economies.

***********************************************************************************

Persuasive Paper Outline
1. Introduction:  Catch the reader’s interest.

a. Short narrative

b. Meaningful statistic

c. Quotation

d. Historical link
e. Asking a question

The thesis generally lies within the first paragraph.  It is an assertion, an attitude, an opinion.


Fact or observation:  People use many lawn chemicals.


Thesis:  People are poisoning the environment with chemicals merely to keep their lawns green.

2. A paragraph with supporting evidence.

3. A paragraph with supporting evidence.

4. A paragraph with supporting evidence.

5. Etc., ect., etc.

6. A paragraph (or more) that challenges opposing arguments.

7. A concluding paragraph



This paragraph wraps up the essay and often refers back to the original thesis statement.


Be bold in your thesis.  Take a stand, assert yourself.  Then defend yourself!
