Welcome to Project Green Environmental Science

About the Class:

Project Green is a project-based class where students tackle real world problems in a way that complements their style of learning and communication.  Students also learn valuable skills such as goal setting, time management and problem solving as they develop and carry out student inspired projects.  

Students are challenged the first week with developing a management plan for two major projects.  The first project is our Reduce, Reuse and Recycle program at West Sylvan.  Students will organize a campaign to bring environmental awareness to West Sylvan students, improve upon waste collection methods and develop a collection schedule.  The second project is the Portland Public School’s Energy Challenge.  Students will need to organize presentations for staff and students about the Challenge, prepare updates and develop a program designed to bring change in the way energy is consumed at West Sylvan.  

Project Green project opportunities may include habitat restoration, developing a school garden, building rain barrels, creating a green space in the courtyard with sustainable materials, planting trees, making cards/paper from collected recycled paper and making rain gardens.  Mr. Hieggelke and I are open to ideas that have an environmental message and impact.  We may be using tools in some projects.  Please sign the Tool Agreement and return promptly.

What tools do students have to develop their projects?  Students can use a variety of media such as videos, blogs, e-mails, posters, and assemblies.  Videos can be in the format of a news report, interview or documentary.  Narratives must be very well crafted and the script must me approved by the teacher.   Blog guidelines and security will be discussed in class.  The teacher must approve all e-mail script, as well.  

Evaluation Guidelines:

Students earn a weekly participation grade up to 10 points per week.    

Students will also be developing their own blogs and responding to other students blogs.  Students are expected to post 5 environmental articles on their blog that they find interesting and feel that others will find interesting.  Each article will be worth 10 points.   

Students will also be expected to give feedback to 10 other students’ blogs.  The feedback should be positive, specific and meaningful.  The feedback may be about the blog format, news articles or a response to other responses.  Each entry will be worth 5 points.  

Student Responsibilities:

Arrive with a positive attitude toward learning.
Participate in group work activities and class discussions.
Conduct yourself in a manner that shows respect for you and others.
Bring supplies and assignments to class.
Use equipment and supplies safely, and be sure to clean up when finished.
Use class time effectively .

Communication! Ask for help with assignments.
Teacher Responsibilities

Create a positive, safe classroom environment that promotes self-esteem.

Communicate information regarding progress and behavior with parents and staff.

Evaluate assignments in a fair manner.

Modify assignments to encourage success with certain students.

The signatures below indicate that you have read, understand and agree with policies outline above for Project Green Environmental Science Class. Parents feel free to communicate ideas and questions via e-mail at kconroy@pps.k12.or.us for Mr. Conroy at jhieggel@pps.k12.or.us for Mr. Hieggelke.  For updates and grades check my web page at   http://www.westsylvan.pps.k12.or.us/.docs/pg/11109.  Please return by February 8, 2008.

Student Signature:_________________________________________

Parent Signature:__________________________________________

