[image: image2.jpg]CHE EIFFEL TOWER AS A COLOSSAL LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR.

Photograph taken June 8, 1902, a .m., by M. G. Loppé. Published in th
de la Soci May, 1905). I





West Sylvan Middle School




8th Grade Science Expectations
Teacher: Kevin Conroy

Benchmark Curriculum

Learning Styles and Group Work – 2 weeks

· Gardner’s Intelligence Theory, Intelligence vs. Talent vs. Interests, Learning Styles, Metacognition
Weather- 

· Global Warming, ozone depletion, climate, densities, evaporations, thermals, fronts, climatic patterns and cyclonic forces.

Earth Science- 

· Plate tectonics, volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis, ocean currents, tides, water cycle, water quality, water sheds  and ocean chemistry.

Genetics

· Cell division (meiosis, mitosis), basic cell physiology (including osmosis, DNA, DNA replication), Mendel’s Classic Experiment, Punnett Squares, Genes, Traits, Phenotypes, Genotypes

Health

· Self-Esteem, decision-making, alcohol/drug use and sexual responsibility (birth control & sexually transmitted infections).

The West Sylvan Science Fair is in February. Parents please help facilitate your child’s experiment (helping them with practicalities and interests), but please do not dictate an experiment idea or complete the students work. Students cannot be required to attend the Judging that occurs after school hours but this is a strongly encouraged activity. Students that do not attend the evening section of the science fair will be given an alternative homework assignment.

Grading Scale (%)
Curriculum Scale (100%)
A 90-100
Assignments and Labs  50*
B 80-89
Quizzes and Test           25*
C 70-79
Projects

         25*
D 60-69
     *approximations
F 0-59

The curriculum scale may shift from quarter to quarter.
Statewide Assessments

Scientific Inquiry Work Sample:

1. Forming a Question (hypothesis)

2. Designing the Investigation

3. Collecting and Presenting Data

4. Analysis and Interpreting Results

Oregon 8th Grade Science Multiple Choice Exam (in Early Spring)

Performance Guidelines

· Turning Completed Daily Assignments and Labs.

Late Homework: 20% off. No credit when graded papers are handed back.

Projects: 10% off per day past due date.  No credit after the designated cut off.
· Make Up

Students will receive extra time to make-up assignments due to an excused absence (2 days per day absent).

Tests: If a student has an excused absence, they have a one-week to make up a test or a quiz.

Students can refer to the online calendar to update what they missed if they were absent.

Work for absences for vacation purposes is to be made up after they return.

Evaluation Guidelines
· Content and understanding in written work.

· Sentence structure: Answers must be written in complete sentences (subject, verb, etc....)
· Neatness: written in one color and writing must be legible.

· Extra credit will only be given when all assignments are completed, even for no credit past due assignments.

Student Expectations

· Write in the agenda what we did each day and assignments and due dates (First Quarter Required)
· Arrive with a positive attitude toward learning.
· Participate in group work activities and class discussions.
· Conduct yourself in a manner that shows respect for you and others.
· Bring supplies and assignments to class.
· Use equipment and supplies safely, and be sure to clean up when finished.
· Use class time effectively to reduce the amount of unfinished work that turns into homework.
· Communication! Ask for help with assignment.
· You produce your own work, i.e. not copying. 
Teacher Responsibilities

· Create a positive, safe classroom environment that promotes self-esteem.

· Communicate information regarding progress and behavior with parents and staff.

· Evaluate assignments in a fair manner.

· Modify assignments to encourage success with certain students.

· The signatures below indicate that you have read, understand and agree with policies outline above for 8th Grade Science Class. Parents feel free to communicate ideas and questions. 
Student Signature:_________________________________________

Parent Signature:________________________________________
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