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Teacher’s Mission: It is my commitment to maintain a classroom where all students feel comfortable and validated.  My responsibility is to maintain this environment for all students so that they are able to feel safe and learn.  
Classroom Rules
1. Students need to pick up after themselves and treat classroom materials with respect.
2. Students need to listen to the teacher and each other when being given instructions.
3. Students need to keep their hands to themselves.  
4. Students need to Speak Spanish in class during Immersion periods.
5. Students need to treat each other with respect.
Management in class will be dealt with in a way that maintains respect for all students as much as is possible.  Small infractions of school and classroom expectations will be dealt with in a non-threatening way through a system of ”multas” (fines) that will need to be paid after three incidences with a meeting at lunch to redirect the student.  More serious infractions will carry more serious consequences in which you will be notified and which may require the intervention of Mr. Jeans or Mrs. Sandhorst (the counselor).  I try to fit a consequence to the action as much as possible.  For example, if someone makes a mess, they will need to clean it up.  If they consistently are messy then they may be asked to help clean up the classroom.  I usually try to make the child responsible for their actions and give them an opportunity to fix them before I get Mr. Jeans or parents involved.  This is important as it builds a sense of responsibility that will go a long way at this age in helping our students to be successful.
Grades
Spanish Language Arts and Spanish Social Studies:
Participation Grade:
As part of the Spanish Immersion program your child is expected to speak Spanish in class every day during the Spanish Immersion class periods.  For them to be successful they are also expected to have their materials, have them organized and be ready to work.  Therefore, they will be awarded a total of four points (2 points in Social Studies and 2 points in Language Arts) a day for speaking Spanish and having the necessary materials for classwork (pencil, binder, homework, agenda).  That will show up on their grade as ten points in Social Studies a week and ten points in Spanish Language Arts a week.
Classwork:
They will be awarded points for activities that they do in class.  These will range from small two to four point activities that are done in class to essays that will be worth from twenty to thirty points each.  The small activities that they are graded on in class, based on their immediate participation, are activities that cannot be made up (that is why they are worth so few points) and will be excused if a child is absent.  All other reading and writing activities will need to be made up and are the child’s responsibility to get made up. 
Homework:
Students will have homework most every night and will have ongoing independent and group reading assignments that they will be expected to complete.  So, if they don’t seem to have any apparent homework to do, and you have checked their agenda, then they should have a book in Spanish in their hands and be reading.
Tests and Quizzes:
I will give quizzes throughout the year in lessons that they are learning regarding Social Studies themes, writing mechanics and reading comprehension.  These quizzes will start off being worth fewer points and as the year progresses and students master test taking skills at a Middle School level, these assessments will be worth more points.  I use a lot of different means of assessing students throughout a quarter and so if they struggle with a test or quiz, it will definitely not be the only way in which I will be measuring their progress and success. 
English Language Arts (Desktop Publishing)
Since this class meets two to three days a week, there will be fewer grades awarded during the quarter.  Most of the work that will be done in class will be writing.  Students will be graded on journal entries and lessons related to the different traits of successful writers as well as their published work.  They will also be reading a few books in English as well as doing Independent reading in English throughout the year, which will appear as activities for Desktop Publishing on their report card.  There will not be a participation grade, tests or quizzes for this class and it will mostly consist of work done in class and at home.
