£ BN

t agaede® ppe.ne J

Thureday, September €™, 2011
Day 3, PM (Week 1)

peﬂy: (adj). not important

Ex: When we divided the lunch bill, it seemed petty to argue over who would
pay the extra five cents.

BE A FRIEND

Wherever we are, it is our friends who make our world.
- Henry Drummond

Readlng Jst / B

Reading Homework Expectation is 30 minutes per night (150 min/week)!
Bring your SSR (Silent Sustained Reading) book to school EVERY DAY!

Students read Mr. Adam’s Letter of Introduction (see below).

Wr‘i"ring: B ] i

Students read and analyzed “I Am From” poems. We then brainstormed ideas within
several categories of information using a graphic organizer and our writing binder. The
poems should be ready to type by the end of Friday. DUE Monday, September 12",
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Thureday, September €, 2011
CGreetinge, Studente and Parent(c)/Cuardian(c)!

Ac you all know by now, my name ie Mr. Adam, and | am abeolutely thrilled to be your Language Arte / Social Studiee
block teacher thic year! Even though today ic the third day of echool already, | wanted to write to you co that | could
properly introduce mygelf co that you can know me batter, and co | can help to clarify come of your lingering questiong
about what to expect thic year.

[ wag born in frocty northern Minnesota 31 yeare ago, and graduated from St. Olaf College with a Bachelor of Artg in
mugic and peychology. | subcequently fled to the milder climate and more open-minded attitudes of the West Coast,
where | pureued dance, worked ag a painter, 3 mugician, a dance teacher, and a cook for the next four yeare. Monteccori
education drew my attention becaugce it matched my degireg for pogitive change in the world and for working with
children. | worked ac an educational aggictant in 3 firet- through third grade claceroom, and then finiched my Magter’s
in Education. Becauge of my paccion for cocial justice, | decided to become certified to teach public echool, which led me
to my Magter’s in Teaching. I've worked in a Kindergatten claceroom, ctudent-taught in firet grade and fourth grade,
and ultimately landed an amazing job ag 3 fifth-grade teacher at Chapman Elementary. And all along, for the lact five
yeare, I've alco been 3 piano teacher!

[ live in SE Portland with my partner, who ic an incredible elomentary mugic teacher, and our two chih-tzue, Maggie and
Daughter. Lact year we remodeled our kitchen, which ie particularly exciting becauce | love cooking, baking, and eatingl
[ alco love exercicing in many different forme cuch ag triathlong, tennig, turbo kick box, dancing, cycling, coccer, and
juct about any outdoor adventuring. Two weeke ago, | ran the Hood to Coact race with come friends for the firet time,
and it wag a blact! [ love watching movieg, gardening, epending time at the beach, fraveling, spending time with
interecting people, and ecpecially teaching!

Ac 1 teacher, | strongly believe in developing and encouraging ctudente” intringic motivation and drive to be a life-long
learner. Ac much agc posgible, my energy will be directed toward helping the studente become independent with and
accountable for their work. | especially believe that learning oppottunitiec chould be fun, interesting, and meaningful,
but learning will alwaye be the focus. In my opinion, learning ic more effective when | teach to the whole child, and
when we can all gtrive fo maintain ctrong relationghipe with each other and with the activities and content. | have high
expectationg for studente becauge | believe in their incredible potential, and | will model that ctandard by working
extremely hard ac your teacher. | am very trangparent about what I do, and | welcome conctructive criticiem and feedback
from familiee! Ploace feol free to contact me; | will eupport you!

The Block:

Readi hg (Period 1 or Period 5):

By reading literature from a divercity of genree, we will be developing and foctering reading ckille related to
comprehengion, fluency, listening, and vocabulary acquigition. Studente will be guided through the process of reading
critically, diccuccing literature, and exploring literary elemente and
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devices. Our expectation ic that etudente will incorporate our learning in clage to theit reading homework, which ic to
coneume 30 minufee of text per night (on average) in a variety of genree. They are alco recpongible for selecting and
precenting a creative book report three timege per quatter.

Writing (Period 3 or Period 7):

Becauge the cognitive procescee of reading and writing are co integrated in the brain, our writing lescong will alco flow
with our reading clace. Studente will learn more about how to utilize the writing proceee (pre-writing, charing, drafting,
editing, and publiching), along with come much-needed attention to grammar ugage and mechanice. Studente can
expect to write frequently in a variety of forme and for different purpocee and different audiencee co that they can become
equipped with al the toole toward authorchip! We will alco be accessing the EMC literature anthology, a curticulum
decigned to differentiate to all typec and levelg of learnare.

Social Studiee (Period 2, alternating daily between AM and PM block students):

The cixth-grade curriculum ic called Hictory Alive! The Ancient World, which i an exciting ctudy of the Sumeriane and
Mecopotamia, Ancient Greoce and Rome, ac well ae Ancient Egypt, India and China. Our language arte leccone will be
practiced, reinforced, and honed uging thig ancient civilization content. Tecte and quizzec will be adminictered
periodically, and project due datec will be announced and posted ac they are created.

The Detsile;

Grading:

Student performance will evaluated uging a wide variety of formative and eummative toole that acgese participation, daily
agsighments, quizzes/teste, and projects. Gradec will be calculated on a point bagig, which will be convetted fo 2
percentage and then 1 letter grade. My perconal philocophy around gradec ic that they chould be an indication of
strengthe and areac of challenge, and that achievement and learning lie on a constant continuum. | want grades to be
meaningful and to focug the studente’ learning goale! Eventually, | will have accese to the web-baced program Ed Box,
in which parente and studente can cee their evaluationg ag the term progresgec. More information will be coming to you
from the dictrict and at Back to School Night on September 271

Plagiarizing will not be tolerated in my claceroom. If a ctudent ic caught plagiarizing, they will receive 3 ZERO for
the accignment, and will not be allowed to make up the work.

Abcencas:

Pleace note that ctudente with an excuged absence will have a one-day grace petiod to turn in micced ageignmente.
Studente are welcomed to talk with me if clarification ie needed, but they are expected to review the inctructione and the
qeeighment ae pocted on my webeite firet. Studente chould not expact to be taught a leceon they have miceed, but they
may make an appointment to gee me for help during lunch recese. It ic the student’s recpongibility to find out what
mugt be completed and fo make arrangemente to accomplich that acgignment! Parente may want to oversee thig process
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at the beginning of the year until the ctudent can manage it independently. Thig procedure will alco be taught and
reviewed in clage!

Qtudent/Parent Acceces:

Since | wag hired co lIate in the game, | would just like to ack for your patience in allowing me come extra time to launch
my webgite, which will contain deccriptione and due datec of aceighmente. Bocauce of an I.T. problem, | etill do not yet
have accese to Ed Box, the hew on-line gradebook program), co | have not been able to Iaunch that yet either. Thank you
in advance for your patience on thie matter!

Studente and parente/guardiane, we are going to have an excellent year fogether! | look forward to meeting you all and
getting to know your family better! Pleace remember to mark September 27™ on your calendar for Eact Sylvan’e Back

to School Night!

Cheere to 3 cucceseful year of learning, community, and growth!

Mr. Adam



