
BINDER CORE: INTRODUCTION & SYLLABUS 2011-20122011-2012

INTRODUCTION
Welcome to da Vinci Arts Middle 

School.  My name is Patrick Binder and I 
will instruct your son/daughter in reading, 
writing, and history this academic year.  I 
have taught in the Midwest, Alaska, Hawaii, and Portland.  I 
am a highly energetic teacher with very lofty expectations, 
but I tend to walk on the sarcastic side of the fence.  Rest as-
sured, I am very professional and I care deeply about each 
student.

I do my absolute best to help each student realize 
his/her potential and I craft assignments, projects, and tests to 
challenge a student’s faculties…not just rote memorization or 
busywork.  I do hold the students accountable for their learn-
ing.  This can come as quite a shock to students and parents, 
but it is a lesson I would rather have them learn sooner than 
later.  It is their education and it is the only time in life that it  
will be free.

♠

RESOURCES
NEWSLETTER

I create and send out a weekly newsletter.  It contains 
a little blurb about each subject in Core (reading, writing, and 
history) and any general information or updates.  The 
newsletter appears in both a paper and an electronic format, 
but in order to save trees and cost I only send a paper copy 
home to everyone the first week of school.  There are copies 
of the newsletter available for students to take home on the 
“information” board in the classroom.

If you want to be added to the email list, send a note to 
my school email address listed below.  Please include “da 
Vinci newsletter” in the subject line—I will also have a sign-up 
sheet for email addresses during “Back-to-School” on 
Wednesday, September 21st from 6-8pm.

The newsletter provides an excellent framework for 
knowing what is going on, expected, and due in Binder Core. 
It is only a newsletter.  It will not do the work for you, nor will it  
provide in-depth and analytical treatises on the pedagogical 
underpinnings of Core assignments.  It is merely written to 
provide a snapshot of what we will be doing.  I cannot 
recreate 2.5 hours off classroom instruction each day (12.5 in 
one week) in a weekly newsletter.

UPDATES 
All things change.  I provide students with 

a fairly comprehensive trimester, monthly, and 
weekly schedule.  That being said…please refer to the first 
line of this paragraph.  I do my best to keep changes to a 
minimum.  There are times, however, when assemblies, 

absences, time constraints, and a barrage of miniature 
gherkins forces me to change a due date, cancel an 
assignment, or alter the expectations.  I inform students of 
these changes and I expect and hold students accountable for 
keeping an up-to-date and comprehensive planner. 

WEB PAGE
I maintain a web site through Portland 

Public Schools’ server.  You can access my 
pages through da Vinci Arts Middle School’s 
web page by:

1. Access da Vinci’s web page: 
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/davinci/
2. choose “Staff” from the list on the left
3. click on my name “Binder, Patrick” from the pop-up 
menu window, or you can access my site directly through 
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/davinci/257.htm
4. explore as desired and needed.

I keep the website as simple and straightforward as 
possible.  History assignments are located in the HISTORY 
page, reading assignments are on the READING page, etc. 
You can tell the subject (reading, writing, or history) by its 
location on the planner page—which row it is in.  I am 
constantly adding to, revising, and deleting sections of the 
web site.  The welcome page will inform you of the most 
recent updates.

The pages have downloadable versions of the weekly 
newsletters, vocabulary lists, assignment sheets, history 
chapters, links to current event sites, project related handouts, 
etc.  Even if you/your student forgets something at school the 
web site provides a way of getting the work done.  It takes 
away one more excuse. 

♠

GRADES
ONLINE GRADES

The district has purchased and 
mandated a new online program called 
“EdBox” to maintain grades.  It is a web-
based grading program that allows 
parents and students access to their grades.  You can only 
access your (or your student’s) grades and will not have 
knowledge or awareness of how anyone else is doing.

Parents and students will not have access to EdBox 
until October.  As the time approaches and the wrinkles have 
been ironed out (at least to the size of small mountains) I will 
include instructions in a newsletter and on my web site.  Right 
now I have no clue how it will work for ya’ll.

http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/davinci/257.htm
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/davinci/


I have found online grades an invaluable tool to help 
both students and parents track “submitted” versus “not 
handed in”, scores, and overall grade in each subject.  Please 
keep in mind that it is only a tool.  It is kept up-to-date, but if 
an assignment is submitted late it will take up to ten days for 
me to assess and update the online grade.  I will at least mark 
the assignment as “submitted,” but please be patient.

DIFFERENTIATION
I provide a variety of levels within my 

lessons and present the material in diversity 
of ways.  Students have different abilities 
and learn better through assorted means.  It 
is complex way of saying that I tailor my 
assignments and expectations according to 
each student.  A more rigorous vocabulary program might 
challenge a Talented and Gifted Student or a student who 
continues to struggle with reading comprehension could be 
paired with same-level readers for a discussion group. 

It takes me a while to get to know the 
students who are new to me this year. 
Even with those students who I have taught 

for a year or two their needs, aptitudes, and 
motivation change.  Please let me know if something is 
too hard, too easy, or just not working. The student does, 

however, need to make an honest effort at the task. I am not 
afraid of change—unless it sneaks up on me and says, “boo.”

I am demanding, but I have been doing this for almost 
twenty years in a dozen different schools.  I am aware that I 
set the bar pretty high, but I am keenly aware that my 
expectations are not out of line with the abilities of students 
throughout the country.  It does, however, necessitate 
communication between all three—student, parent(s), and 
teacher to get the job done.  We are all integral parts.

LETTER GRADES
We will be following the 

traditional A-F scale.  An “A” is 90-
100%, a “B” will be 80-89%, a “C” 
will be 70-79%, and a “D” will be 60-
69%.  Anything below 60% will 
receive a failing mark (“F”).

Assignments, tests, and projects all 
have a determined point value.  The points earned by your 
student are divided by the points possible to determine the 
percentage, and, thus, the grade.  Keep in mind that I am a 
difficult evaluator and I do expect students to read and 
follow directions.  A “B” is above average and a “C” is not a 
failing grade.

Rest assured that 6th graders are assessed at a different 
level (and often different point value) than 7th and 8th graders. 
The same goes for 7th and 8th graders.  A student’s aptitudes 
and effort are also taken into consideration, but the expected 
mastery of skills and information is paramount.  If the level 
seems too challenging, please communicate with me sooner 

than later to arrange alternatives.  There are always 
alternatives available if arranged beforehand and not after 
the fact.

If your student is struggling with grades please do not 
wait to contact me.  I would much rather get an early jump on 
helping a student than have their egos take repeated 
beatings.

♠

EVERYTHING 
ELSE

NEW SCHEDULE
Da Vinci does have a new schedule.  I will post the new 

schedule to my web site rather than confuse an already 
verbose welcome letter.  The crucial element is that on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays we will be in a block schedule 
format.

On Wednesdays students will go to 2nd, 4th, and 6th 

period classes and they will also participate in a “Flex” class. 
Flex classes are organized by grade levels and the Flex 
teacher will be the same throughout the year.  8th graders will 
be with their Capstone teacher, 7th graders are with Core 
teachers (not necessarily their Core teacher, but a Core 
teacher), and 6th graders are with science and math teachers.

On Thursdays students will attend 1st, 3rd, 5th, and 7th 

period classes.
Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Fridays will be a regular 
schedule with periods 1-7.  If 
you can follow all of that…
good luck. 

FEEDBACK 
Please email/contact me with questions, comments, or 

concerns regarding any issues.  My contact information is 
always at the bottom of all correspondence I send home and 
on the main page of my web site.  Do not hesitate to 
communicate.  I would not provide my contact information if I 
did not want it used.  I may not be able to answer right away, 
but at least the communication has 
started. 

Additionally, people point out 
issues with the web site or information in 
the newsletters (which are only resolved 
because I am alerted to the situation). 
Your help is greatly appreciated.  Please 
keep in mind that because of time 
constraints most of my communication 
(in written form) is a first draft and there 
will be mistakes.  So, save it having a profound impact on the 
fate of the earth my grammatical errors do not need to be 
relayed to me.



COMMUNICATION? 
There are almost sixty-five 

students between AM and PM 
Binder Cores.  There is only one of 
me.  I have a lot of experience, but I 
continue to learn how to be a better 
teacher every day.  I do welcome 
and value your feedback, but keep in mind that you may not 
be getting the whole story from your child. 
Miscommunication happens—whether by a lack of all 
information or omission of certain details. 

Please do contact me, but please communicate with me 
in a way that allows us to have a meaningful dialogue.  I am 
often shocked by what “adults” think is appropriate 
communication with a teacher.  I am more than happy to 
schedule face-to-face time with you or phone conversations to 
address and resolve any issue or dilemma.  I do have to work 
around my wife’s work schedule for afternoon meetings, but I 
will do my best to talk with you in a timely manner.

PHILOSOPHY
6th, 7th, and 8th graders are 

entering that delicate time in life 
between handholding and 
independence.  They want freedom, but 
not necessarily the responsibility that 
goes with it.  Their minds are becoming 
aware of things beyond the “me”, but 
they struggle with the interactions and 
understanding of it all.  They are energetic and still accepting 
of one another.  Their brains and bodies are going through a 
radical change and the smallest thing can make them jubilant 
or break down in tears.  I do not envy the parents of 

teenagers, but I also think it is the best age.  It is a tough path 
to follow and there are no absolutes.

Each of us raises our children in the best way that we 
can, but our expectations and rules are not universal—with 
the exception of a few.  I do, however, employ a few simple 

guidelines: 

• treat others the way 
you want to be treated,
• try to solve the 
problem first…then use 
your resources,
• nice words, actions, 
& ways of speaking,

• you are responsible for you.

It seems to work pretty well with my children and it 
makes them think first.  I do not coddle my children and I will 
not coddle yours.  They are amazing individuals who are 
capable of brilliance.  My job is to give them the tools and 
skills and then step out of their way as they dazzle the world.

I am a parent myself.  All three of my children are now in 
school (a second grader, a first grader, and a preschooler).  I 
treat my students how I would want my children treated.  I 
provide them with boundaries, humor, guidelines, intense 
energy, a challenge, and an ear.  Your children are important 
to me.  Their academic, emotional, and social development is 
important to me.  Like a parent, however, I will make mistakes. 
I do my best to learn from what has worked and what does not 
and I apply it to the next opportunity. 

We have the best school with the best students and I am 
excited for another great year.  Your presence is always 
welcome in my classroom and in our school.
♠

Contact Information for Binder

PHONE
da Vinci: 503-916-5356 ext 79140
voicemail: 503-916-3600 ext 79140

Home: 503-640-5265

EMAIL
da Vinci: pbinder@pps.net 

Home: binderpatrick@hotmail.com

WEB PAGE
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/davinci/257.htm

Locker Painting Volunteers Locker Painting Volunteers 
Needed:Needed:

-monitor students
-lend expertise to the creative process
-assist in clean up
-10/5 @ 1:15-2:45
-10/6 @8:15-9:15
-either or both days

mailto:pbinder@pps.net
mailto:binderpatrick@hotmail.com
http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/davinci/257.htm


Binder Core Syllabus  da Vinci 2011-2012

On-Going: 
✔ “status” meetings
✔ history assignments
✔ daily reading

✔ literary elements and terms
✔ writing techniques and skills
✔ “openers”

✔ classroom society
✔ reading responses
✔ planner usage
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1/
9 SEPTEMBER

History:
-DIG:  Create a Culture
-Current Event #1 (9/23…returners)

Reading:
-Short Stories:  Vonnegut & Dahl

Writing:
-Vocabulary #1 (quiz 9/22)

-Parody Projects:  introduction

OCTOBER

History:
-DIG:  Cultures due (10/6)

     & Celebration (10/18)

-Early Humans (quizzes 10/21 & 10/28)

-Current Event #2-3 (10/5 & 10/21)

Reading:
-Short Stories:  Twain
-Reading Log/Project #1 (10/13)

Writing:
-Vocabulary #2-3 (quiz 10/6 & 10/20)

-Parody Projects:  script writing

NOVEMBER

History:
-Early Humans (quiz 11/4)

-Ancient Egypt
-Current Event #4 (11/4)

Reading:
-Short Stories:  Bloch & Brown
-Reading  Log/Project #2 (11/8)

Writing:
-Vocabulary #4 (quiz over #1-4 on 11/3)

-Parody Projects:  presentations (11/16)
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/2 NOVEMBER

History:
-Ancient Egypt (wall relief 11/18)

-Ancient India

Reading:
-Short Stories:  Greene

Writing:
-Flash Fiction

DECEMBER

History:
-Ancient India (quizzes 12/2, 12/9 & 12/16)

-Current Event #5-6 (12/2 & 12/16)

Reading:
-Reading  Log/Project #3 (12/8)

-Short Stories:  Saroyan & Maupassant

Writing:
-Vocabulary #5-6 (quiz 12/1 & 12/15)

-Flash Fiction (12/16)

Winter Break 12/17-1/2

JANUARY

History:
-World Religions (quiz 1/13)

-Ancient China
-Current Event #7-8 (1/13 & 1/27)

Reading:
-Reading  Log/Project #4 (1/24)

-Short Stories:  Jackson & Wilbur

Writing:
-Vocabulary #7-8 (quiz 1/12 & 1/26)

-Vocabulary Final [lists #1-8] (test 1/31) 
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12 FEBRUARY

History:
-Ancient China (kite project 2/21)

-Ancient Greece
-Current Event #9 (2/17)

Reading:
-Discussion #1 & #2 (2/10 & 2/24)

-Rime of the Ancient Mariner

Writing:
-Vocabulary #9 (quiz 2/16)

-Direct Writing Assessment

MARCH

History:
-Ancient Greece (quizzes 3/2, 3/12, 3/16 & 3/22)

-Current Event #10-11 (3/2 & 3/16)

Reading:
-Discussion #3 & #4 (3/9 & 3/23)

-Rime of the Ancient Mariner

Writing:
-Vocabulary #10-11 (quiz 3/1 & 3/15)

-Storytelling

Spring Break 3/24-4/1

APRIL

History:
-Ancient Greece (quiz 4/6)

-Current Event #12 (4/6)

Reading:
-Discussion #5 [booklet] (4/11)

-Rime of the Ancient Mariner (4/9)

Writing:
-Vocabulary #12 (quiz over #1-12 on 4/5)

-Storytelling (4/18)

4th
 Q

u
ar

te
r 

 4
/1

6-
6/

13 APRIL

History:
-Ancient History Museum (4/9-5/23)

-Current Event #13 (4/27)

Reading:
-Discussion #6 (4/20)

- Freak the Mighty

Writing:
-Vocabulary #13 (quiz 4/26)

-Beverage Ad Campaign

MAY

History:
-Ancient History Museum (Presentation 5/23)

-Ancient Rome
-Current Event #14-15 (5/11 & 5/25)

Reading:
-Discussion #7 & #8 (5/4 & 5/18)

- Freak the Mighty

Writing:
-Vocabulary #14-15 (quiz 5/10 & 5/24)

-Vocabulary Final [lists #1-15] (test 5/30)

-Beverage Ad Campaign (5/16) 

JUNE

History:
-Ancient Rome (mosaic project 6/6)

-Current Event Final  (6/4)

Reading:
-Discussion #9 & #10 (6/1 & 6/11)

- Freak the Mighty (6/1)

Writing:
- Eulogy (6/7)



Planner September 5-11

Monday 
9/5

Tuesday 
9/6

Wednesday 
9/7

Thursday 
9/8

Friday
9/9

Weekend 
9/10-11

Writing
(Language Arts)

Opener:
-Describe an interesting/ 

scary/ or “aha” moment 
from the first day.

-use at least 3 of the 5 (6) 
senses

-write at least 6 to 8 
sentences

-share

Opener:
-Sketch (from memory) an 

artistic image that has 
inspired you/ caught 
your attention

Statewide Penmanship 
Assessmet

-introduce, expectations, & 
assessment

Opener:
-What excites you or 

frightens you about the 
upcoming year?

-6 to 8 sentences
-share
*Openers due by the end 

of class

My Neighborhood
-introduce, expectations, & 
timeline

Vocabulary #1
-introduction, expectations, 

& timeline
-assigment due 9/16
-quiz 9/22

Reading 20’ Reading
-student book of choice
-new student meetings

Log vs. Projects?
-introduction, 

expectations, & timeline

20’ Reading
-student book of choice
-new student meetings

20’ Reading
-student book of choice
-new student meetings

“The Lie”
-by Kurt Vonnegut
-disappointing someone 

else

History
(Social 

Studies)

Culture Collage/Book
-introduction
-universals & examples

Culture Collage/Book
-more universals & 

examples

Culture Collage/Book
-more universals & 

examples
-expectations & timeline

Culture Collage/Book
-magazines, photos, 

newspapers, etc. for work 
on collage/book

-work time

Current Event #1
-introduction
-returning students present 

9/12-16

Other Labor Day Periods 1-7 & Flex

Welcome Assembly: 
2:15-2:45

Periods 1-7 & Flex

Flex:
-6th Expectation Rotation
-7th Climate
-8th Leadership

Periods 1-7 & Flex

Flex:  6 word biography 

Safety Video

Periods 1-7 & Flex

Flex:  introduce block 
schedule (next week)

Alumni Talent Show 
2:00-2:45

Information Packets 
due to Binder

Core Color Day
-Binder Core = pink

9/12 fire drill 2nd period
9/14 Outdoor School 

meeting @ Flex time 
(1:20-2:45) for 6th 

graders & parents
9/21 Back to School 

@ da Vinci 6-8pm
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-lockers

-

-registration forms

-guidelines

-expectations


