Dear Parents,








September 7, 2010

Welcome (back) to Room 300! 

Class Overview

Students in my Core class will do a lot of cooperative work in large and small groups. The emphasis is on learning with and working well with other students and their varied learning styles and personalities. Since there is an emphasis on small and large group learning, it is important for students to be in class everyday. Any day that a student misses not only affects the individual’s learning, but also the group’s. In some cases it is difficult to recreate lessons for individuals that are meant as group projects, simulations, or discussions. 

For this class each student will need the following: 


· A binder with folders for each subject (reading, writing, social studies)

· A planner to write assignments in (school-provided or otherwise)

· A notebook/journal/lined paper for in-class writing

· Writing utensils (pen, pencil, quill, chisel and stone tablet, etc.) 
· A hand-held pencil sharpener
· 3x5 Index cards to make note cards for vocabulary

· A novel for Silent Reading (Always!)

· A water bottle with a closeable top (optional)

Homework and Curriculum
Homework for this class will consist mainly of weekly assignments in vocabulary and current events.  So the age-old question of “Do you have any homework?” can now be a more specific “Have you done your current event and vocabulary list?” Reading should be done outside of class as well, although there will be some structured time for silent reading in class. Other homework will usually be an assignment that was not finished with class time or a long-term project that is possibly being procrastinated (What?! Middle schoolers procrastinate?!).

The focus for social studies this year is my passion: American History and Government. We begin with general geography terms and the geography of our home nation. We will cover the founding of the American Colonies, the American Revolution, the Constitution, as well as how American government works. We will finish the school year with the Civil War. Throughout our study of history we will take into account a wide variety of perspectives from Native, to slave, to British, to rebel. Students will do a wide range of activities with social studies this year. We will have large simulations, group projects, individual projects, and at least one speech.

Most projects will involve some kind of art form including, but not limited to, drawing, painting, drama, and music.  The social studies curriculum will also spill over to what we do in reading and writing. 

In language arts we will continue the use of parent-led literature circles and Book Analysis this year as well as read alouds, short stories, and whole-class reads. Reading outside of class will be monitored using reading coupons. Students will fill out (and parents will sign) a coupon for each book that he/she reads. Goals will be set at the beginning of each trimester of the number of books to be completed. For writing, students will create in each of the modes (descriptive, persuasive, narrative, expository, and imaginative) with a focus on revising and editing. I will continue to use short stories to explore reading and writing techniques. 

Challenge opportunities occur across the curriculum in Core, especially for TAG students. The Word within the Word program in place of vocabulary and Book Analysis in lieu of literature Circles are just a couple examples of ways to meet the needs of students who are ready for such challenges. To the extent possible, all instruction will be differentiated in order to make each learning experience meaningful for all students, no matter what their learning level or style may be.  Art-embedded projects will challenge all students to think creatively as well as develop the skills needed beyond middle school.









(over)

Communication
I am always open to your comments, questions, and suggestions via e-mail, phone, or in person (do people still do that?). In hopes of answering questions and concerns before they arise, I have a comprehensive website for the classroom that has calendars, major assignment sheets, vocabulary lists, current event assignments, and weekly outlines of what we are doing in class. You can even find this letter and print an extra copy if you need to! The site also has links to resources and fun stuff like pictures of student work. You can access my site from da Vinci’s website (www.davinci.pps.k12.or.us). Click on “Staff” on the left side, scroll down to my name. I am usually able to update the site once a week. If you’re not sure about how current the information on the site is, check out the bottom of the main page where it will tell you the last time it was updated. 

Another technological marvel is the on-line gradebook. It allows parents and students to login and view the student’s assignments, scores, etc. It also allows me to easily e-mail parents when we have notable events in class (your child does outstanding work, gives good effort, misses an assignment, etc).  My hope is that students will learn to take advantage of this resource to self-manage their assignments and grades. Since some students will need assistance with this kind of responsibility and initiative, parents will obviously have a role in this communication as well. By neatly writing your e-mail address on the form below I can send you an e-mail with login information. There is also more information about how to use the gradebook on my website.
Grading

Students are graded in each of these subjects in Core: Language Arts, Writing, and Social Studies. If you’ve been here before, you already knew that. But here’s something you might not have known: da Vinci has moved to letter grades! Effort grades are gone and skill grades will be scored A through F. This is a huge change in how our students are assessed. In my classroom it means moving all assignments to a point system instead of just tests and quizzes. Final grades will be a simple formula: total points earned divided by total points possible. You can see percentages of A through F on my website. I do accept late work up to a week after the due date with a 10% penalty to the points earned for the assignment. After that week “grace period” the total points earned is reduced by 50%.  For more details on the late work policy and grading in general check out my website. 

I can always use parent volunteers for leading Literature Circles, editing student writing, and supervising field trips.  Please get in touch with me if you have questions or are interested in volunteering in the classroom in any capacity. 

My classroom is always open for visitors, so feel free to stop by any time during the day. I am always available to hear your comments or questions before and after school or via e-mail (school: dmyers@pps.k12.or.us home: myersd37@yahoo.com) or by phone (503) 860-0156. 

I look forward to seeing you all.

Dave Myers

-----------------------------------------------------------------cut here-------------------------------------------------------------

To ensure the lines of communication are open, please sign below, detach, and return it to me by Wednesday, September 15. If you are interested in volunteering, check the appropriate box(es). (This is not a binding contract, don’t worry. I simply want to gauge interest.) Please include your e-mail address even if you do not wish to have access to the on-line gradebook. 

Student’s Name __________________________
Parent Signature ______________________________

___ Literature Circles


___ Editing


___ Field Trips


Email Address: ________________________________________________
Phone #: _________________
