
September 6, 2011 
Myers Core
   Room 300


Core

In Core we study reading, writing, and social studies. 

Reading will alternate between whole class novel/short story study and small group, parent-led literature circles. 

Writing will consist of weekly current events, alternating between in-class and homework as well as long-term, multi-draft writing assignments in four different modes: narrative, persuasive, expository, and imaginative. 

Social Studies will revolve around ancient cultures. We start the year learning basics of culture before we dive into Mesopotamia and end in Greece, visiting Egypt, India, and China along the way. 

Expectations

Students should be prepared for class (the materials list is on the back of this sheet), ask questions, and always try their best.  

Challenge opportunities occur across the curriculum in Core, especially for TAG students.  Word within the Word and Book Analysis are just a couple examples of ways to meet the needs of advanced students.  To the extent possible, all instruction will be differentiated in order to make each learning experience meaningful for all students, no matter what their learning level or style may be.  If you or your child feels that an assignment should be scaled differently in some way, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Communication

The best way to stay current with what is going on in Room 300 is to use the website. You can get a current list of assignments and due dates as well as extra copies of most handouts.  The district now provides us with an on-line gradebook so that students and parents can have access to up-to-date grades.  Information about how to access “EdBox,” as its called, will be coming at the end of September.  If you ever have specific questions, feel free to e-mail or call me. 

Grading

Now da Vinci is on quarters, which means four report cards each year and midterms about five weeks into the term!  Da Vinci uses A-F grades.  Each assignment, quiz, project, and test has a point value. Final grade equals total number of points earned divided by total points possible. That percentage converts to a letter grade. I will accept late work (for a 10% point penalty) up to a week past a due date. After the week-long “grace period,” however, the assignment’s point value is reduced by half.  Thoughtful, on-time work is the key to success in middle school, especially in this class. This year I am adding a weekly Organization grade, made up mostly of planner and binder checks, totaling 10 points per week.  I want to teach, encourage, and reward good organizational skills. 

Contact Info

school

dmyers@pps.net

503-916-5356

home

myersd37@yahoo.com
503-860-0156

Want More?

If you crave more detail, such as detailed grading scales, donation opportunities, or the year-long curriculum map, explore my website on davinci.pps.k12.or.us.  Click on “Staff Pages” and scroll down to my name. 

Thanks,

Dave Myers

Materials list for Myers Core

· A binder with folders for each subject (reading, writing, social studies)

· A planner to write assignments in (school-provided or otherwise)

· A notebook/journal/lined paper for in-class writing

· Writing utensils (pens, pencils, quill, chisel and stone tablet, etc.) 
· A hand-held pencil sharpener
· 3x5 Index cards to make note cards for vocabulary/ Word within the Word

· A novel for Silent Reading (Always!)

· A water bottle with a closeable top (optional)

	Doodle space


---------------------------------------------------------cut here---------------------------------------------------------

To ensure the lines of communication are open, please sign below, detach, and return it to me by Thursday, September 15. If you are interested in volunteering, check the appropriate box(es). (This is not a binding contract, don’t worry. I simply want to gauge interest.) 

Student’s Name ______________________
Parent Signature __________________________________

___ Literature Circles


___ Editing


___ Field Trips


Email Address: _______________________________________________
Phone #: _________________
