Chapman School 

September 7, 2010
Dear Parents or Guardians, 

This year it is my privilege to share with you the growth and development of your child. This is my eighteenth year teaching at Chapman, but my twenty-first in the district. I have always found Chapman to be a wonderful school. Parents are interested and involved in their child’s education, and children are enthusiastic and motivated to learn. 

Mrs. McLaughlin, Mrs. Rosoff, and I have built a strong third grade team. We plan lessons and field trips together. Students switch classrooms for specialized lessons, partner with students from other rooms, and participate in whole group activities together. You will often hear your child talk about experiences in other classrooms. 

The following information will tell you about the routine in our room. Each month you will receive a letter like this one, which will inform you of what has happened and what will be happening in the classroom. Please read it carefully, just as you should this one. 

CURRICULUM/HOMEWORK 
1. Spelling: The emphasis of our spelling program is for students to learn important words for life, not just for the Friday spelling test. A Word Test will be given, but with words that deal with the sounds and blends we are working on together in class. There will be a homework sheet each week that will be assigned on Monday. The back of the sheet will have a writing assignment. Please look over this work with your child to check for conventions (spelling and punctuation), and for complete thoughts. I will be sending home more information about this program, and tips to best help your child with proofreading. 

2. Math: We will be doing many investigations in math and science. Math curriculum will involve calendar math, math menu, and the Investigations program. Your child may bring home some of the activities to practice at home. This month we will be reviewing doubles and neighbors during calendar time, but will focus on combining and comparing two or more amounts. We will learn about many strategies to solve these problems, including teaching the standard algorithm of borrowing and carrying. Students will come up with ways that are based on understanding numbers and their relationships. Many of these will be new to you, but your child should be able to explain his/her thinking to you. One of the most important things you can do to help your child is to show genuine interest in how your child solves a problem and share your own way of thinking as well. 

3. Science: Science during the first trimester will be the study of changes in solids, liquids, and gases. This program was developed by the National Academy of Science. Students will practice the skills of predicting, observing, and recording results derived from numerous experiments.  Mrs. Rosoff will teach the 3rd grade science lessons.
4. Social Studies: A main focus this year will be learning about Portland. We will be covering Portland’s history, bridges, art, architecture, and the northwest area. Some of the things planned are: walking tours, class projects, speakers, field trips, and artifact collections.  I will teach the lessons in this area to all the third graders.
We will begin with an architecture unit.  Students will learn about grid drawings, architectural elements, and take a field trip to the Pittock Mansion. A permission slip will come home soon. 
Later, we will be looking at the Alphabet District and learning the names of the streets and how they are situated. We will do a walking trip of the neighborhood to better understand the way the street grid works.  Students will be assigned to find the names of the streets that the class did not know. 

If you, or someone you know, are involved in a special aspect of Portland, please let me know so we can arrange a visit, lesson, or even field trip. 

5. State Testing: This year the students will be tested in reading and math. We will be preparing for this in many different ways so your child can do his/her best. The tests will start in March and can be retaken two more times. Results are given immediately to show if your child is meeting benchmarks in these areas. 

6. Computers: We have a computer lab filled with PC’s. The class will have lab time at least once a week. Students will practice keyboarding skills, word processing, basic graphics, power points and research on the Internet. I will lead lessons, but encourage you to sign up if you could help assist at this time. We will also have access to the mobile lab which is filled with laptops.  We will use this often to supplement our computer time.
7. Homework: In addition to the spelling worksheet, homework will also consist of: a two sided math sheet, one reading record form, and Scholastic News. This homework comes home on MONDAY and is due FRIDAY. Students may turn in pieces early if they get done before Friday.
Strengthening reading skills is a major focus for third grade. Your child will be required to read a minimum of 20 minutes a day, and by the end of the week, complete one reading record form about what was read. PLEASE do not have your child do a form for each day – only one a week needs to be completed.  A Reading Record Folder will be sent home each Monday to record the title read each night, and then to complete the summary portion by Friday. Parents are asked to check spelling and punctuation before it is returned.  There should be no errors.  This is an additional support for your child’s writing.  Please sign the Reading Record log sheet before turning in.
The whole folder needs to be returned. A bingo board is included in the folder with blanks of different genres to encourage reading different styles. The genres will be introduced in class. A prize will be given when a bingo is completed. 

The math sheet is two sided and will practice skills introduced in class. Please let me know if your child needs extra help and I will take the time to work with him/her. I will also have a more challenging sheet of math for those who are interested.  This can replace one side of the general math sheet.
The final piece of homework is the Scholastic News. This is a short news magazine, which informs students about current events in a way that is interesting and easy to understand. There is an activities page on the back that needs to be completed and returned by Friday. 

CLASS ROUTINE: 
1. Class Newsletters: They contain information I would like to share with you regarding your child’s progress and learning experience at school. These will be sent home each month and will include a monthly calendar, which I hope will be posted at home so you have notice of upcoming events. You will also receive a weekly account of your child’s learning, called Key Learnings, which will be written by your child. This will be sent home Friday, and needs to be signed and returned Monday. I do accept late sheets.  Students receive a Jolly Rancher as incentive to return the sheet.

My hope is that after reading about your child’s week you will write a note to him/her on the back. I will place all returned Key Learnings in a file, and at the end of the year, all sheets will be bound into a book to take home. If time is a problem, simply sign your name after reading it. 

2. Class Schedule: This year we will have Music on Wednesday and Thursday.  PE will be on Tuesday and Wednesdays. Computer will also be on Wednesdays.  Library is on Fridays, so please help your child remember to return books on this day.
3. Visiting the Classroom: Please feel free to visit our class. Your call in advance is greatly appreciated since it does help to avoid interruptions, surprises, etc. Also, please make sure to first check into the office when visits are made. 

4. Class Pets: Our classroom houses a pet rat named Jumper and a fish aquarium. Students are welcome to take home Jumper for the weekend. A parent note needs to be given to me, or by verbal permission. It will go home on a first come, first serve basis. Pets are not allowed on the bus. I believe having these pets in the room provides an invaluable experience of learning the responsibility of caring for animals. 

5. Parent Volunteers: Your child and I value your support and precious time. We need your help in many different ways. If you are able to help with any activities, please complete the form attached, and return it to me as soon as possible. 

We take many field trips during the year so chaperones are greatly needed.  Please make sure your background check is up to date.  The form is in the Back to School packet if you need to update.  If there is any chance during the year you could join us, now is the time to get this form completed and turned in.  We have had to turn down parents in the past because this is not done.  
Thank you in advance for this!!
6. Snacks/Birthdays:  Students often need an energy boost in the morning. Snacks help with this.  Donations to the class for healthy snacks are greatly appreciated. Crackers, fruit rolls, popcorn, pretzels, and snack bars are good examples. 

We welcome celebrating your child’s birthday in the classroom. This is a special time for your child, and if you would like to bring in store bought treats to celebrate you may do so. Please inform me of this beforehand so we can discuss the current number of students and so I can put it into my schedule. 

7. Mayor of the Week: Each week a student will be picked to be the Mayor of the Week. A poster board and list of items to go on it will be sent home. Another student will be picked to interview him/her with the poster on video. A day, usually Wednesdays, will be scheduled to do this after school. You will be told ahead of time to help with late pick-up. For those unable to stay later, I will drive the student home or arrange a time during the day. 

8. Field Trips: Portland is the main focus of third grade curriculum. Students benefit from experiencing knowledge first hand, so we try to organize an excursion at least once a month. Students are placed in smaller groups to be watched closely by chaperones. We make sure trips are educational, fun, and safe. You will receive a permission slip with information before each outing. We try to use public transportation as much as possible or arrange parent drivers to help reduce costs. Parents are needed as chaperones so please check and see if a trip is convenient for you to attend. Chaperones are picked in order of returned slips. Please let me know if you have any questions or if you can help arrange a relevant trip.

Please contact me if you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns.  My email address is:



rfarnand@pps.k12.or.us
This is the best way to contact me.  I only check phone messages at the end of the day.
The sooner I know about any issues, the more effective I will be in working with you and your child to improve the situation or solve the problem.  Any emergency information should go through the office so it gets to my attention immediately. 

Thank you very much, and I look forward to a wonderful year!

Sincerely,

Rochella Farnand

