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Literacy: We started our Walk to Read groups the first week of October.  Students were placed in the classroom that meets his/her instructional level in reading.  The three teachers are: Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Burak and myself.  We meet regularly to reevaluate our groups, so children may be moved from time to time.  Each classroom will be working on comprehension, reading strategies, fluency and vocabulary. 

In Writing we have started the year generating ideas for future writing projects.  We have also completed lessons on how to form a complete sentence, and how to include more “precise” words in our writing to make it clearer and more interesting.  Our first whole group writing activity will be a personal narrative.  

Math: In Math we have completed our first Bridges unit on computation of basic facts.  If your child still needs practice with addition and subtraction facts, continue to play the games that you have completed for homework.  You can also go to the website “portaportal.com” where you will find a variety of math games your child can play on the computer to reinforce these facts.  (When at the web page type in “chelem” in the blank that says “Guest Access”.)  We have started a new unit on place value and students are now studying the base 5 number system in class. 

Please remember that part of your child’s homework is the weekly activity from the “Home Connections” book we sent home at the beginning of the year.  There is always a page that should be completed and returned on Friday with weekly homework.  Only about ½ of the class has been returning these regularly.

Health:  We are completing lessons in the Steps to Respect curriculum.  So far we have talked about how to start a conversation, join a group and recognize bullying.  We discuss strategies to use in helping to get along with others.
Field Trips:  Thanks to our chaperones on the Urban Walking Tour field trip.  It was a beautiful day and our students learned a lot about the city of Portland.  Our next trip is to Howell Farm on Sauvie Island on Thursday, Oct. 20th.  The chaperones for this trip are Chris Flick, Christy Reid, Lisa Whitridge, Tina Towers and Hector Rosales-Ruiz.  We will be outside all day, so dress accordingly and bring a sack lunch.
Grandparents Day: Grandparents and Special Friends Day is next Friday, Oct. 21st.  Visitors are invited to our room at 9:15.  We will play a math game and do a short art activity until about 10:00.  At that time there are refreshments in the cafeteria for visitors.

The Big Boo: We hope to see you all at The Big Boo, our school carnival on Friday, Oct. 28th.  Students and parents are encouraged to dress up, but you certainly don’t have to.  As this is meant as our Harvest/Halloween celebration, we will not be having a party in our classroom, but will keep to our academic schedule.
