Room 114 Newsletter

November/December 2011

Literacy: Our Walk to Read groups are going well.  We continue to work on vocabulary, reading skills and comprehension activities.  3rd graders will have their first book report due on January 20th.  I will provide directions for students to take home the first week of January.  At that time I will also show a few examples in class.  Right now students should be thinking about, and starting to read a novel that they can report on.  A simple linear story is best as one of the goals of the report is to practice summarizing, and this type of book will lend itself to that.  I will go over this in class, but if you have any questions, please let me know.  I ask that students do not do books that have been made into movies.  

We have completed our first major writing project, personal narratives, in class.  They will soon be combined into book form for all to share.  Our next project will be expository writing on an “expert” topic.

Math: We are currently working on adding and subtracting with regrouping.  The Bridges math curriculum addresses this skill by having students build models with base 10 pieces, and exploring different strategies to add and subtract.  Our next unit will be on geometry.

Health:  We are coming to the end of our Steps to Respect program.  We have learned about: 1) recognizing bullying, 2) responding to bullying in an assertive manner and 3) reporting bullying.  I have heard students use Steps to Respect vocabulary and concepts while interacting with each other and I think it has been a valuable experience. 
Social Studies: We are starting our unit on Portland history.  We will learn about the development of our city from the 1700’s through the present, and read about famous Portland citizens throughout history.

Important Notes:
December 13th, 10:30 am- Third grade students will present a short choir concert led by Mr. Ralph Nelson.

Holiday sharing- Third grade is in charge of collecting “hygiene” products for Holiday sharing.  If you would like to contribute, please send in: soap, shampoo, toothpaste, or other hygiene products.  Thanks!

It was great meeting with all of you at parent/teacher conferences.  I was glad to have this opportunity to share information about your children.  As always, if you ever have any questions or concerns, please let me know.  Have a great Thanksgiving weekend.

Nancy
