September 1, 2011
Dear Room 201 Students and Families,


Hello.  My name is Nancy Husbands and I am pleased to by your 3rd grade teacher this year.  I am excited to have the opportunity to get to know all of you and to work with my teaching partner Gail Burak.


We have many exciting things planned for this year.  Reading and writing will be a part of each day and will be incorporated into all subject areas.  Students will receive direct instruction on decoding, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension skills.  We will experience a variety of genres of literature and discover some new authors.  There will be a monthly Reading Log to record home reading.  Students will be asked to complete 3 book reports this year in November, February and May. Be thinking about what books you might want to report on.  You can use the Battle of the Books list, or Multnomah County Library booklists for ideas.    Please bring a book to school on the first day so that we can begin our adventure in reading.


In Social Studies we will be studying maps and learning about the city of Portland.  Our Portland unit will culminate with a play at the end of the year, called “Portland! A Musical”,  which is an exciting tradition for the 3rd graders at Capitol Hill.  In Science we will be learning about rocks and minerals, plants and bridges.  


We are excited to be launching our new district math adoption called “Bridges”.  Mrs. Burak and I piloted this program last year.  We will begin the year with a unit on computation, algebraic thinking and probability.  As the year progresses we will complete units on multiplication/division, geometry, fractions and data analysis.  The curriculum also has a component called “Number Corner”.  This is tied in to the calendar and reinforces the concepts of money, time, computation and measurement.  There will be weekly homework from Bridges, usually a math game used to reinforce the concepts we are covering in class.

Students should bring supplies to school on Tuesday, September 8th.  Daily supplies will be kept in students’ desks and extras will be kept in a box in lockers.  If you are not able to send supplies (any or all) don’t worry, we will have extras we can provide.

Please feel free to contact me if you ever have any questions or concerns.  My contact information is listed below.  I look forward to seeing you all next week and beginning our 3rd grade journey together!




Sincerely,



  nhusbands@pps.k12.or.us



503-916-6303

