October 7, 2011

Dear Kindergarten Families,
I have enjoyed getting to know your children over the first month of school.  Our class is enjoying making new friends and becoming familiar with the rules and routines at school.  The class is learning quickly how to solve “kid problems” responsibly and is becoming quite familiar with the school rules:  Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Respectful and Be Responsible.
We have spent a lot of time talking about and writing about the school rules.  We have also been practicing our circle time expectations:  Eyes Watching, Voice Quiet, Body Still and Ears Listening.  During our work times students are reminded that their best work needs to have their name on it, five or six colors and words (kid writing or adult writing depending on the assignment). 
Beginning on Monday, October 10th, we will start our morning center rotations.  The students will no longer be working on whole group tasks.  Rather, each heterogeneous color group will be working in a different learning center each day and will rotate through, completing five morning centers by the end of the week (Reading, Writing, Math, Science-Art-Discovery and Word-Making).  Morning center time is a work time designed for students to work largely independently on their work while I work in small, flexible reading groups or 1:1 with students, conduct assessments and monitor center-time work.  As the children become familiar with the center time routines, the work will become more individualized.  It will not be uncommon for the students to be working on similar yet different tasks best suited to each student's rate and level of learning.
Our class will begin our fifth week of unit 1 in our Scott Foresman curriculum on Monday, October 10th.  You may have noticed a copy of Family Times in your child's folder each week.  I am sending this home as they are filled with excellent activities that you can try at home with your child to compliment what they are learning in the classroom.  The kindergarteners are also becoming comfortable practicing adult writing during Interactive Writing and "Kid Writing" during journal writing time.  I have enjoyed working 1:1 with students during this time to hone in on individual needs.  
Our math curriculum for the fall and early winter focuses largely on sorting, graphing, counting and exploring shapes.  We have talked about and participated in activities revolving around the four basic shapes - rectangle, square, circle and triangle.  We have sorted them in a variety of ways (color, size, sides, points, etc.) while also discussing how shapes can be similar and different.  They have been observing, comparing and sorting bugs with their many attributes.  Students have practiced counting the bugs on special grids (ten-frames).  Students were also introduced to a new math game this week entitled, Which Bug Will Win?, which combines graphing and counting in a probability investigation.  Don't forget to check out our class quilt on our bulletin board!
In science we have been talking about the weather and the changing of the seasons.  We are graphing the weather for the month of October as part of our morning calendar routine.  On Tuesday afternoon we worked in the garden and took a tour of the garden (including our class garden bed).  We picked some gourds for science observations, talked about what is growing in the garden and what happens in a garden at the end of summer and the beginning of fall.  Students were able to dig in a dirt pit, pick up worms, and pull weeds and search for bugs!  
In our Second Step a Violence Prevention Curriculum, students have been learning how to understand and manage their feelings.  We will use this curriculum to help students learn and practice social-emotional skills that they will need to solve problems in their day-to-day life.  
Please know that I have not yet been provided with fluoride for those of you who signed up for fluoride.  Apparently it is a manufacturing and distribution problem that the school is sorting out.  I will let you know when I have fluoride.  Also, I would like you to know that I am requesting that the children bring a water bottle to school each day that they can keep at their desk.  This saves a lot of time so that students don't need to ask me to get up and get a drink from the fountain in the classroom.  I am also requesting that students pack a separate drink in their lunch boxes for lunchtime.  This will help with time management as well as the management of student belongings.
In other news, we have conducted interviews for kindergarten assistants and we are now waiting to hear from HR on start dates.  It looks like I will have a kindergarten assistant for six hours a day.  Along with a kindergarten assistant, I also have five wonderful Grant High School helpers that assist in the classroom.  I will begin to have parent volunteers in the classroom during morning centers from 9:25 - 10:25 a.m. beginning on October 17th.  I will have one slot available most days for a parent volunteer.  I will post the sign-up sheet on Friday afternoons (or Monday mornings) in the hallway.  There will be some days that I will not need assistance and I will indicate those days on the weekly sign-up sheets.  If you are interested in volunteering in the garden, we could use one volunteer every-other Tuesday from 1:15-1:45 p.m.  Please contact Abbie Rankin at abbie@witscher.org.  
One of our room parents, Peg Cooper has created a group email list for our class and will be sending out emails periodically, informing parents of upcoming events or messages that I have asked her to pass along.  We currently have 19 of our families on the list.  If you are not on the list (you didn't give me your email address at Back to School Night), but would like to be, please let me know by providing me with your email address.
I will be posting this newsletter to my district provided web page.  We are encouraged to go paperless with our newsletters and I may do so in the future.
Have a great week!  Thank you for all of your support and enthusiasm for kindergarten!
Mrs. LaTocha
