[image: image1.wmf]Dear Students and Parents,

We are once again anxiously anticipating our annual Science Fair here at Beaumont.  I have put together the necessary information in this packet that will help you in the preparation for the Science Fair.  Students’ projects will be on display March 15, 2012 throughout the day and you and your family are invited back in the evening from 7:00-8:30.

I am requiring students to prepare a project that answers a question through some “hands-on” means that will incorporate the scientific method and the inquiry approach.  Although some typical science fair projects such as reports, diagrams, and models allow students to show “what they know”, they do not teach questioning strategies and experimental design skills.  Many project ideas can be found by searching the internet if students are having difficulty coming up with their own questions.  Students may do individual projects or work in teams of two.  Students can expect to spend at least eight hours of work outside of class.
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The use of our science fair is to practice the scientific method and is advantageous to students in several ways.  Not only do real world scientists use the method, but also students learn that they have the ability to ask and answer a question of their own design.  Our state requires students to have several opportunities to demonstrate their thinking strategies in science and this is one way to develop these skills in our students and better prepare them for high school.
Parents are asked to allow students to assume as much responsibility for the project as possible.  You may provide support, offer advice when necessary, help with the expenses for the project, and provide needed transportation to and from school.  (Drop off day March 14th and pick up March 16th) You will also want to supervise the investigation making certain animals are treated humanely and that the investigation is safe.  In addition, you should occasionally check the progress of the project to insure that it is progressing on schedule.
Attached to this letter is a form that I will use to evaluate the Science Fair project. It may be helpful to refer to the form as the project is prepared and to rate the project once it is finished. This form is to be handed in on the project due date.  Projects are Due March 14th.  The project is worth 40 points.  On the night of the Science fair I would hope students would attend with their families and students stand by their projects to answer questions visitors may have.  
Science fair project proposal will be due February 2nd. [image: image3.wmf] Science fair help sessions will be every Tuesday morning from 8:15-9:00 starting January 24th through March 6th, in the Library.  

Don’t be afraid to make mistakes.  Some of the best discoveries happen when your experiment doesn’t turn out as expected.  Just remember, keep it simple and have fun.
Thank you for contributing to the success of the Beaumont Science Fair!

Tracy Temple

