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The Evolving Landscape on the Beaumont Middle School Campus

I'm hoping that many of you have been noticing how the corner plot on NE 42nd and Fremont has been transforming into a beautiful garden! Marilyn Weaver, a Beaumont School alumni, stopped in to the school last year and met with the principal, Liz Casson-Taylor. She offered to do some gardening on the "mound", the area that holds the school sign. Marilyn, or our fairy gardener, (as I call her) has been weeding, pruning, watering and adding perennials to this area for the past year and a half.  She works on Thursday and Sunday afternoons, bringing all her own supplies, including a hose and perennials. Feel free to help Marilyn, donate plants - (she has her eyes on empty beds along 42nd) or thank her for her commitment to the school and our neighborhood. We are truly lucky to have Marilyn back on the school grounds, sharing her gardening talents with us.
 
You may or not be aware that Portland Public Schools has a grounds maintenance crew of less than 5 people for all of Portland schools. If you feel strongly about the grounds, and have a gift of time or cash, join other neighbors, school parents and students at any of the 3 grounds clean ups that occur annually. Our next clean up is Sunday, November 21, before Thanksgiving. We also do clean ups in April near Earth Day and in August before school starts.
Last year, a local arborist, Jason Messer, donated his morning and pruned the old cherry trees on NE 42nd. We welcome professionals, gardeners and any in the community who feel they can help. It's a great way to build community and make new friends. Many Beaumont Wilshire residents are regular participants in the grounds clean ups, and do not have students attending the school. This is a great way to get some exercise, too.
 
Beaumont also benefits from other volunteers who mow the lawn and take care of the field. Another parent group works on various weekends picking up trash, and weeding. Everyone is welcome!
 
Also, have you ventured into the courtyard through the pencil fence? There is an eco-roof structure hidden away, awaiting funding for seating. This project was conceived by Beaumont Wilshire neighborhood association members and school staff several years ago constructed with grant funding. The intent was that this space could serve as an outdoor classroom or outdoor space for the community. Beaumont students helped to place soil on top of the structure and painted and added mosaics to the wood posts and beams. This structure helps to minimize stormwater run off, by providing a green roof which captures rain water. Native ground cover plants were added to the roof. Nearby is a beautiful tile mural which was created by local artist Barbara Welty and 8th grade students several years ago.
 
Beaumont Middle School is an important landmark in the neighborhood and business district. Businesses over the years have complained to the school district about the grounds, often without offering assistance. We encourage neighbors, church groups, businesses to take this opportunity to get involved and make a change in their neighborhood. Donations of volunteer hours or cash for future seating under the eco-roof or for new plantings are encouraged. We thank businesses such as Bagel Land, Beaumont Market, Beaumont Hardware for making donations. Email me if you'd like to get involved!
Mary Jaron Kelley
mjkelley@pacifier.com
You are invited to Beaumont MS Grounds Clean Up
Sunday, November 21, 9:00-12:00
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Join school and community volunteers and get some exercise while beautifying a neighborhood landmark! 

      

We will be focusing on raking leaves, adding new plants, weeding and general pick up. Bring your own tools: gloves, rakes, shovels, pruning tools, weeding tools, brooms, wheelbarrows.
 
For ideas or questions contact: Mary Jaron Kelley  
mjkelley@pacifier.com
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