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Upcoming Events

January 18
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day - 
No school

January 20
Late Opening

PTA General Meeting 7pm

January 29
Grading Period Ends

School Dances:
6th grade:
4-5:30pm
7th/8th grade:
6-7:30pm

February 6
UnAuction
7-10pm
Beaumont Music:
beaumontmusic.net
A Message From the Principal

Dear Beaumont Families, 
It is hard to believe that the New Year Day has come and gone. I hope that you had lots of time with family and friends over the winter break. The students have returned eager to learn new things and begin exciting projects. We also returned to a building with no heat. The issue that occurred was that our new gas converter was not connecting with our very old boilers. We have had many expert contractors and PPS staff here working to make sure this does not occur again. What we learned from this is that we have very responsible students, flexible staff and understanding families. We also learned that we MUST develop a list serve communication system that we can get information out to families quickly. We are working on this. Thank you for your support. 

The second quarter ends on the 29th of this month.  Please help your student get all assignments into their teachers. It takes all of us having the same message that school work must take precedence over other outside activities; it is what will make our students' dreams come true. 

If there is inclement weather please check the Portland Public School Website at pps.k12.or.us for school closures. 
 
Take care and see you at the Unauction, 
Liz Casson-Taylor
Beaumont Principal 
Dear Beaumont Community,

I strongly encourage you to vote in the January 26 special election.

By voting YES on measures 66 and 67 you will be voting to raise the corporate minimum tax and the tax rates on households with incomes above $250,000.

The outcome of measures 66 and 67 could have an indirect impact on school funding.

In simple terms, A YES vote on these measures will protect taxes and current funding of public schools for the next two years. A NO vote would eliminate the funding and require the state to rebalance their 2009-11 budget. What does this mean for public schools? If millions were cut from the state budget with schools, human services and public safety taking equal cuts, it is estimated that we could lose $400 per school student. This translates to the possible loss of teaching jobs and/or school days. As you know, last spring the School Board, facing a 32 million dollar shortfall because of state funding, balanced their budget with a mix of budget cuts, reserve spending, and state support. As a result Beaumont Middle School lost vital FTE, some, but not all, restored by the efforts of the Beaumont Foundation. Can we risk more cuts?

Please be an informed voter. More detailed information about these measures can be found at voteyesfororegon.org.

Help get out the vote by reminding friends, family, and neighbors to turn in their ballots by January 26th.

Jennifer Gregorich, PTA president




Or go to: http://www.mediafire.com/?mtyrmhiynnx
Attention 8th Grade Parents! 

We are hosting 3 high school counselors this coming Friday afternoon from 1:30-3:30 to speak about their programs to all 8th graders. The schools attending are our primary feeder schools: Grant, Benson, and Jefferson. Madison has invited any interested students to visit them (along with their feeder K-8s) on Friday, February 5 in the morning for a special orientation.

 

This Friday is specifically for the 8th graders to begin thinking about attending their neighborhood school open houses as well as any other schools they are interested in seeing, but parents are welcome to sit in as well. At 3:30 pm on Friday, I will be distributing the attached information sheet (see below Forecasting News) about the transfer process as well as the open house schedule. There are always questions and concerns about this process that I will address with the students then and in the coming weeks. Parents often have questions -- please feel free to call anytime, make an appointment to talk, or send me an email at hvedmonds@pps.k12.or.us. And please please please attend the open houses of your neighborhood school to see and hear what is going on -- there are many unfounded judgments about many of our schools!

 

Please note that there is a shadowing opportunity at Grant on February 16. Permission slips must be filled out (download from Grant website (www.granths.com) and returned to the core teacher by January 26 as we must approve them and turn in by later that week. The shadow day is not an orientation -- it is simply matching your student with a freshman and following them around. It is my opinion that this is not necessary for those students who are clear on their choice to attend Grant and have little or no anxiety about going there. This day is most useful for those students who are deciding between schools, or who may be concerned about the transition. We will not approve students who are failing classes as we do not want them to miss class time here.

 

This is always a very exciting and anxiety provoking time for parents and students as we begin the transition to high school. Please contact me anytime and I am happy to address any questions or concerns you may have!

Holly Vaughn-Edmonds
School Counselor
January 15, 2010
Forecasting News: Beaumont 8th Graders and Parents!!!
  
It's time to start planning, as most of you are, for high school. Please read carefully!!!
 
If you are planning to attend your neighborhood school, no paperwork is required at this time. You should, however, plan to attend the school's open house. Open House schedules for Portland Public Schools high schools are listed below.   
 
All 8th grade students who are on a transfer to Beaumont will be expected to return to their neighborhood school for high school unless their parent/guardian submits a school choice form. This form is found online at the Portland Public Schools school choice website: http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools-c/make_a_choice.php. IT IS BEST TO COMPLETE THE PROCESS ONLINE AS YOU WILL RECEIVE A CONFIRMATION NUMBER. HARD COPIES HAVE BECOME LOST IN YEARS PAST.
 
This website also contains information about the lottery process, neighborhood schools, alternative schools, space availability and other helpful information for parents.
  

The window for applying for a transfer to a high school outside of your neighborhood school is JANUARY 22 AT 8:00 am - FEBRUARY 26 AT 5:00 PM.
 
Any student who is interested in shadowing at Grant on Tuesday, February 16 from 7:45-3:00 pm must have parents complete the permission slips found in our main office or from the Grant website (www.granths.com). We ask that any student who misses the day must be  passing core classes to attend. These slips are due to core teachers by Tuesday, January 26 for administrative approval.
 
If you are unsure what your neighborhood school is or have questions about the high school process, please contact Holly Vaughn-Edmonds, School counselor or Gail Warren, Administrative Secretary at 916-5610. You can also find out by inputting your address on the School Choice website.
 

Open House and Shadowing Information
 
Benson High School            
Tuesday, January 26 at 6:30 pm
Wed, February 10 or Thursday, Mar 4 at 6:30 pm
**Benson requires that students sign paperwork that explains the components of their program. This can be done at the open house, or online at www.bensonhs.net
 
Cleveland High School
Thursday, February 4 at 7pm IB@ 8:30 pm
 
Grant High School 
Wednesday, February 10 at 6 pm   
**Shadow Day is Feb 11, permission slips due 1/26 to Beaumont. Permission slips online at www.granths.com
 
Jefferson High School
Thursday, February 4 at 6:30 pm
Tours/Info: Feb 9, 10 and 11 at 10 am
 
Lincoln High School
Tuesday, February 9 at 6 pm
Transfer info @ 8:00 pm
 
Madison High School
Tuesday, February 9 at 6:30 pm
*Students invited on Feb 5 in am for 2 hour orientation for tours, overview of activities and clubs
 
Marshall Campus 
Tuesday, February 2 at 5:30 dinner/6:30 program
 
Roosevelt High School
Wednesday, February 3 at 6:30 pm
 
Wilson High School
Thursday, February 4 at 6:30 pm

Dear 8th grade parents,
We are still looking for a group of parents to plan the 8th grade end of the year party. The PTA helps fund and assist with preparations, but 8th grade parents need to take ownership of this special celebration for their kids. Let us know if you can help by contacting Jennifer Gregorich at fuscoc@pdx.edu
Counseling Update
Upcoming Parenting Info Sessions
Cybersafety: Wednesday, January 20 at 7:30-8:45 Beaumont Library

 

Guiding Good Choices: Tuesdays, Feb 16, 23, 3/2, and 3/9 at 7:00-8:30 pm. Library.

This series combines activities with conversation for parents to consider what their standards are for healthy /smart choices and risk taking behavior. It is a great way to connect with other middle school parents who are encountering new situations with their teenagers to build a solid foundation prior to high school. RSVP to hvedmonds@pps.k12.or.us. FREE!

 

Community Parenting Series: Call 335-3500 to register. All classes $5.00 at the door.

 

Raising Our Daughters: Wednesday, 1/27 at 7-9 pm.  Meridian Park Medical Center Education Building Room 117, Kathy Masarie, MD present. Very engaging presenter.

 

Raising Teens: Thursday, February 4 at 7:00-8:30 pm. Emanuel Hospital Lorenzen Auditorium, Howard Hiton, LPC Presents. Excellent Opportunity!

 

Teen Depression: Thursday, 2/11 at 7-9 pm. Emanuel Hospital Lorenzen Auditorium.

SCRIP NEWS

Calling all scrip first timers!

We invite you to try scrip. It is so easy! With each order, no matter how large or small, you are helping raise much needed money for Beaumont. You spend no more than you normally do for things you would be buying anyway!
You pay face value and get face value...the participating merchants make the donation to Beaumont for you!

Simply fill out a Beaumont Scrip order form (available in school office or request at beaumontscrip@gmail.com).

Enclose payment and turn into the school office by 4pm each Monday. If this is your first time ordering, please enclose a completed release form as well (available in school office or email request). You or your student can pick up your order Thursday, in the office. Please call (Karen 503-287-9202) or email if you have questions.

Next scrip order: TUESDAY 1/19. 
Orders must be received by 9:30 AM. No late orders can be accepted due to our tight turnaround time.

Beaumont Scrip
beaumontscrip@gmail.com
PTA Membership Drive

It's not too late to become a PTA member and have an impact on your child's education. PTA dollars help strengthen your school. The complimentary directories have been printed and we have extra copies ready to distribute to families who join the months of January and February. PTA membership envelopes can be found in the Beaumont office. Thank you for your support.

TAG NEWS!
From the TAG Coordinator Liz Casson-Taylor 

Gifted in Middle School 
 
Gifted Learners and the Middle School: Problem or Promise? (ERIC Digest #535) by Carol Ann Tomlinson. 
Historically, tension has existed between gifted education and middle school education, leaving some advocates of each educational practice suspicious of the other, and gifted middle school students in a sort of educational no-man's-land. 
   
The developmental issues that all adolescents encounter exist also for gifted students, yet they are further complicated by the special needs and characteristics of being gifted. Once counselors and parents are aware of these obstacles, they seem better able to understand and support gifted adolescents... 
     
Influences of Gender on Academic Achievement by Miriam R. Linver, Pamela E. Davis-Kean and Jacquelynne S. Eccles. For both boys and girls, math grades fall over the course of junior high and high school. Young women achieve at comparable or higher levels in math as males, but their interest especially for the high achieving females, is the same or lower than males. Our results, also, suggest that for young men in higher-level math tracks, math interest is much more strongly related to math school grades than for young women in the same math courses... 
   
Middle-School Parents Have Good Intentions but Little "College Knowledge" in the Duke Gifted Letter
Despite good intentions, few parents of middle-school children are taking the actions needed to ensure their children can attend college.  Many families of middle-school students...are not sufficiently aware of postsecondary education options... 
   
Parenting Gifted Adolescents by Glenda L. Griffin, Gifted Child Today ($) A great guide to the adolescent years with our gifted ... young adults! 
  
Schools Seek to Kindle Gifted by Heather Woodward, The Olympian. "The Challenge Academy was created to meet the special academic needs of our middle school gifted population. There is often the expectation that gifted kids will learn in spite of whatever curriculum they have, but we want them to learn because of it." The academy is intended to fill a previous gap between North Thurston's gifted elementary school program and the Advanced Placement classes for high school students. 
  
Talent Development: Accommodating the social and emotional needs of secondary gifted/learning disabled students by F. Richard Olenchak. Secondary school students who are concomitantly gifted and learning disabled is especially at risk for poor academic performance. Often, their sense of self has been damaged by schools' overemphasis on their disabilities at the expense of efforts aimed at enhancing their strengths.  This exploration advocates the development of individual student talent as a philosophical theme for schools to accommodate the social and emotional needs among gifted/learning disabled youth. Descriptions of several educational innovations and reform components, likely to enhance talent development, are included... 
  
Teenage Brain: A Work in Progress by National Institutes of Mental Health (NIMH). A brief overview of research into brain development during adolescence.  ...NIMH's Dr. Judith Rapoport and colleagues were surprised to discover a second wave of overproduction of gray matter, the thinking part of the brain-neurons and their branch-like extensions-just prior to puberty... 
Also read Imaging Study Shows Brain Maturing and view the time-lapse 3-D movie that compresses 15 years of human brain maturation, ages 5 to 20... 

Why Nerds are Unpopular by Paul Graham. I know a lot of people who were nerds in school, and they all tell the same story: there is a strong correlation between being smart and being a nerd, and an even stronger inverse correlation between being a nerd and being popular. Being smart seems to make you unpopular. Why? 
2009 Tax Exemption for Parents of Children with Disabilities
  
The Oregon Tax Code provides a tax exemption for parents of children with disabilities in Oregon.  

Who qualifies for the exemption?
A child who is your dependent for tax year 2009 must be eligible for "early intervention services" or receive special education and be considered to have a disability as of December 31, 2009 under the federal IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) and related Oregon laws. Not all eligibility categories qualify - Specific learning disabilities (SLD) and communication disorders (CD) do not. 

What documentation must be submitted with a tax return?
The tax booklet explains that your child must have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) and an eligibility statement for one of the disabilities listed above. The coversheet and copy of the eligibility statement should be kept with the child's permanent health records, as maintained by the family - they DO NOT need to be sent with the tax return. Write the child's name on line 6c for "All dependents" as well as line 6d (see the link below for complete instructions). 

Oregon Department of Revenue On-Line Instructions and Forms
You may want to reference the Oregon Department of Revenue Forms 40S, 40, 40N and 40P with Instructions.  They are available at the following link:  http://egov.oregon.gov/DOR/PERTAX/formspit.shtml#2009_Tax_Year

More Questions?
For general information you may contact Eric Richards, Director of Operations, Office of Student Learning & Partnerships, at the Department of Education at 503-947-5786. For advice or individual assistance in completing the tax form, consult a tax professional or the Department of Revenue at 1-800-356-4222.

We Appreciate Our Volunteers!
 

Congratulations to the following recipients of our Book Fair Volunteer Prizes:
 

Susan Rosene - won a 1 hr Women's Massage of her choosing from Aloha Massage

Diane Scott - won a Party Lite basket complete with candles, flower ring, and candle holder

Mary Iverson - won a Mary Kay Hand Care kit

 
Thank you to our sponsors who donated the gifts:

Megan Katayama, L.M.T and Owner of Aloha Massage Pat Elmore, Party Lite Representative Lanora Dienstel, Independent Beauty Consultant for Mary Kay.

 
Thank you to all of our volunteers! We really appreciate your help!
 
Sincerely, 
Christy & the PTA Board
High School System Redesign Update
In December, PPS completed nine high school meetings to describe and take comments on its high school design plan.  While there remain few details, the basic plan presented at these meetings is to close two or three of Portland's nine current neighborhood high school campuses, so that all high school students are assigned to one of 6 or 7 community high schools of approximately 1200 to 1350 students each, with the possible alternative of attending a smaller "focus school." High school boundaries would be redrawn to balance enrollment, and transfers between community high schools would be eliminated. All high schools would offer a more uniform curriculum. No specific high schools have been identified for closure or conversion to a focus school yet, and no specific information about boundary changes has yet been provided. This plan has not been finalized or presented to the School Board.  

PPS has held two staff/board working meetings and one board meeting to address high school redesign issues since the holidays. On Friday, January 15, the staff/board work session will center on focus schools - defining how they would work within the proposed system, and the process to identify focus schools, whether new or continuing. At the Jan. 25 board meeting, Chief Academic Officer Xavier Botana will provide the board an update on staff refinements to the core program for community schools. 

In February, staff will come to the board with the outlines of a proposed resolution that would confirm the work to date and set the stage for specific recommendations later. The resolution will ask for PPS board validation or agreement on several key issues: 

· The rationale behind enrollment assumptions, 

· The core program for community schools, 

· Criteria to analyze options for school locations and boundaries, 

· The optimal number and projected size of community schools, and 

· The intent of enrollment and transfer policy within 
the system. 

The board will be asked to vote on the resolution in late February or early March. That would set the stage for the next steps - to determine specific locations for schools, policy changes needed, school initiation or closure recommendations and implementation plans. 

Parents are invited to join a Grant cluster Google Group to get current information and join an informal online discussion. You can join this Google Group by going to: 

http://groups.google.com/group/granthsr/sub?s=B8noMwwAAAAv4d4olqGwEWeU2_BAs-AX&hl=en 
The PPS board continues to invite your participation, including written comments and questions, attendance at meetings, and verbal statements at board meetings. For additional information and to keep updated on new developments, you can check the following websites: 

http://www.laurelhurstschool-kws.org/kwspub/redesign/  (a high school redesign website created and maintained by Laurelhurst School PTA) 

http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/high-school-system/797.htm (PPS official website re: high school redesign)  

More on High School Redesign

The Portland School Board will discuss High School System Design at three work sessions this week, and in the next two regularly scheduled school board meetings:

Thursday, Jan. 7, 5 p.m. work session, Wy'East (L-1)
Conference Room, Blanchard Education Service Center
(BESC), 501 N. Dixon St.
Saturday, Jan. 9, 8 a.m. work session, Wy'East (L-1)
Conference Room, BESC, 501 N. Dixon St.
Friday, Jan. 15, 3 p.m. work session, BESC,
501 N. Dixon St. (Room to be confirmed.) 
Monday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m. school board meeting,
Board Auditorium, BESC, 501 N. Dixon St.
Monday, Jan. 25, 7 p.m. school board meeting,
Board Auditorium, BESC, 501 N. Dixon St.
Work sessions topics may include criteria for selecting the locations of community comprehensive high schools, as well as the data and assumptions underlying our student enrollment projections. Further discussion will include the tradeoffs of having six, seven or eight community schools, detailed information on the proposed core academic program and focus schools. The board will also review implications of potential changes to the student assignment and school choice policies.
 
Work sessions allow the school board to engage in deeper and less formal conversations with the superintendent and staff on important issues. No decisions or voting takes place, and public testimony is not invited. Community members wishing to offer comments to the school board may sign up for public testimony before the regularly scheduled board meetings.

There will also be opportunities in late January/February for a variety of other public meetings; however, we are still working to find dates and locations for these meetings (and working to ensure that we have the right format for these meetings). We envision a large meeting to discuss among other items, the criteria for locating community schools. We will also have discussions with TAG, Special Education, ESL and immersion families as well as with specific stakeholder groups whom we've been meeting with throughout this process (i.e. Stand for Children etc...). 

PPS Contact: Sarah Singer 
High School System Design - Project Manager
ssinger@pps.k12.or.us
503-916-2000 x 74975
  
DANCE FEVER

Chaperones needed! The next school dance is Friday, January 29th and marks the end of the quarter. Once again, 5 to 6 chaperones are needed for each dance. Contact Mary Levy at maryolevy@gmail.com if you would like to help.

6th grade dance - 4:00-5:30
7th/8th grade dance - 6:00-7:30



Beaumont Middle School is now on Facebook and Twitter  
Please check us out!
 
www.twitter.com/BeaumontMS
 
www.facebook.com/home.php?#/pages/Portland-OR/Beaumont-Middle-School/224988296573
Anyone can contribute to Beaumont 
with eScrip

eScrip is an easy way to raise money for our school. You simply register your Safeway Club card and your debit/credit card with eScrip, and any time you shop with participating merchants, a percentage of your purchase goes to Beaumont. You can even shop online at the eScrip Mall where you will find stores like Eddie Bauer, American Eagle Outfitters, Best Buy, Barnes & Noble and Target. Just log on to www.escrip.com and go to "sign up." Beaumont's Group ID# is 8560974. Register your Safeway card and/or your debit card, it's that easy!
Want to remove yourself from this list?
If you'd like to unsubscribe, see the directions at the bottom of this email. (Please don't hit "reply" to request to be removed; it won't work!)

Kathy Madore
Beaumont PTA 
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