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From the Principal

Jan 22, 2009

Dear Beaumont Families,

Selecting the New Principal

As you probably already know, I will be retiring at the end of this school year.  The process to choose a new principal for Beaumont will begin soon.  On February 4 our Area Director, Beverly Pruitt, and representatives from the Human Resources department will be here to describe the selection process and to gather input from teachers, families and other interested members of our community.  This meeting will begin at 7:00 in the Beaumont cafeteria.  

This meeting is an important one as it gives everyone the opportunity to be involved at the beginning of the selection process.  As you prepare for this meeting, you might want to think about the areas on which our school has focused for the past seven years:  increased academic achievement for all students, supporting positive student behaviors, and involving everyone in those efforts.  (AASABE)  We have also worked hard to create an environment in which all members of our diverse student body feel welcomed and supported.

Some questions you might want to ponder could be:  “What new or different focus does Beaumont need at this time?”,  “What kind of experience do you think a person needs to be effective at Beaumont.”  “What is the most important skill or quality the new principal should bring to Beaumont?”  The focus of the meeting will be on what the school needs in its leader.

Move Up Event – Advance Notice

 The Beaumont Site Council is planning a "Beaumont Middle School Move-Up Event" for Sunday, February 22, from 3:00pm to 5:30pm. It is an informational gathering and prelude to the Oscars.  The purpose of the event is to bring together parents from the Beaumont, Alameda, and Grant school communities, to get to know each other, and to share information about Beaumont's educational programs and social development goals. It is also for parents who do not have kids at Alameda, but who may be weighing their option to transfer to Beaumont. Please feel free to invite other people who might be interested to learn more about Beaumont in an informal, parent to parent meeting.  

This is a bring-your-own-beverage-or-finger-food-to-share pot-luck- (cups, napkins, and plates provided). It is an opportunity to ask questions and receive information about Beaumont amongst parents.  It is also an opportunity to build broader community support to strengthen the continuity between Alameda, Beaumont, and Grant in terms of student education, parent involvement, and fundraising.  

If you'd like to volunteer to help out in any way; planning meetings occur regularly on Wednesday nights (location varies) between 7:00pm and 8:30pm.  For further information, contact Charles Kelley at 503-267-0183 or email at ckelley@pacifier.com
Transfers

Beaumont will be accepting transfer students for the 2009-2010 school year.  We have opened 75 slots at the 6th grade and 20 at both the 7th and 8th grade.  These are the same numbers as last year and should keep our enrollment at our present level.  Our first Open House will be held at 7:00 on February 3rd for Alameda families and others interested in transferring to our school.  Feel free to invite others to this Open House.

TAG Notes:

TAG has been a major district focus this year.  We are currently involved in a series of professional development activities.  This month’s topic is around Grouping students.  Cluster Grouping, placing several TAG students in a classroom, is a recommended practice which research has found to be very effective way to support the learning needs of higher level learners.  This is a practice that Beaumont has used for years.  We are also learning about using flexible grouping practices to ensure that students have the opportunity to work independently, in groups with like ability students and in heterogeneous groups.

The topic for next month’s professional development will be Tiered Learning.  More about that month in one of the February Tracks.

Office Depot is taking 

Care of education!

Every time parents, students and school supporters shop at Office Depot, Beaumont receives 5% back.  

Just mention Beaumont's school ID at the time of purchase:   70084264

Safety Alert!!

As you know from news reports, many products containing peanut butter are being recalled due to a salmonella outbreak that has sickened more than 450 people. 

Please note that the district's Nutrition Services Department has researched the peanut butter products that it provides to schools. These products are NOT associated with the recall and are deemed safe. In addition, the district's vending company -- Courtesy Vending -- has evaluated all their products and are in the process of removing any associated with the recall or that are in any way questionable. 

To be safe:

PLEASE DO NOT DISPENSE OR CONSUME any products (from home, from vending machines, from your desk drawer) containing peanut butter. Products to be aware of include crackers, granola bars and other snack items.

Important Counseling Information:  

High School Transfer Window Begins:  As I have visited all 8th grade classrooms at this point, I have distributed both the dates of all open houses as well as the window that is available to apply for transfer to a high school outside of your neighborhood school.  Attached please find this list, and note that Benson and Cleveland's IB program require that you attend open house to be eligible for the lottery.  The window runs between January 23-February 27th.  I also discussed a shadowing date, February 17th, at Grant High School, which requires a permission slip.  These are in our main office, and must be approved by me on or before Feb. 10th.  Students will be gone all day and are responsible for making up their work.

Guiding Good Choices to begin on Tuesday, February 17 for 4 consecutive sessions!!!   This is a great parent education opportunity facilitated discussion which has parents consider how to set clear expectations for healthy behaviors.  It is free, and offered in the library from 7:00-8:30 pm. Your child attends for the third session.   If you haven't RSVPed already, do so with Holly Vaughn-Edmonds with your phone number and email.

Calendar:

January

23 – HS transfer window starts

29 – End of grading period/School Dances

    
6th gr 4:00 – 5:30


7th/8th 6:00 – 7:30 

30 – No School-Teacher Plan Day


Elem/MS transfer window starts

February

3 – Open House for incoming 6th/Transfers


7:00 New Gym

4 – Principal Info Night 6:00 Cafeteria

5 – Winter Concert 6:30

10 – Principal Tea 9:30

16 – President’s Day- No School

18 – Parent/Mentor mtg 6:30

20 – Unity Assembly 2:30

22 – Move UP Event 3:00

24 – Principal Tea 9:30

27 – HS transfer ends
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