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From the Principal

Dear Beaumont Families,

First, I want to thank you for your response to my last letter about the reductions in staffing.  Many of you have indicated that you are attending the fundraising “UnAuction” this Saturday that will raise money for the Beaumont foundation.  I know that some of you will not be able to attend this event, but if you want to make a donation of any size to the Foundation, you can drop off a check at the office.  It is also possible to fill out a form for a monthly donation of any size.  We have those in the office too.  Any little bit helps and is greatly appreciated!

Congratulations!

Every year the 7th grade students take the State Direct Writing test.  Students choose one of the prompts provided by the state and then have three days to write a final draft.  Two readers at the state level score the papers on the writing traits.

This year, two of our 7th grade students received a perfect score on their papers.  These are the first perfect scores that I, personally, have ever seen.  Congratulations to Hillary Dodge and Jacob Mackie for their excellent work.

Outdoor Classroom

I am pleased to announce that we are making good progress on the Outdoor Classroom structure located in the courtyard. We will finish planting the eco-room on Friday and are hoping for good weather the following week so that we can begin the painting and decorating of the structure itself.  We will be asking for parent help so watch for the invitation to be a part of this project.

We will also be hanging a ceramic mural that was created by last year’s 8th grade students.  It will be placed on one of the brick walls in the courtyard.

This project has been in progress for a long time and has undergone many changes from the original plans.  We are very thankful for all the help our parent and community volunteers have given to make this project possible.

Grounds Clean-up

The sixth grade science classes will begin the process of “spring cleaning” of our grounds on Friday, April 24.  This will be followed by a final cleaning by parents and other volunteers on Sunday, April 26, from 1 – 3 p.m.  Thanks to Tracy Temple for involving the students and to Mary Jaron Kelley for organizing the parent work group.

Earth Day Observance

At the urging of one of our 7th grade core classes, Beaumont will observe Earth Day on April 22 by turning off all lights, overheads, TVs, computers, etc., from 3:15 to 3:45.  Perhaps parents would like to join us?
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Mrs. Turner and Mrs. Smith’s class recently wrote dialogue poems that illustrate two different perspectives.  This poem, by Atticus Jones, was chosen to be published this week:

I am a man


I am a man

Who was the master of 200 slaves


Who was one of 200 slaves
Who owned a 4 story mansion full of amazing furniture


Who owned a tiny cottage with little more than a bed

Who has a rich wife and snotty children


Who has a lovely wife and obedient children

Who punishes slaves when they’re disobedient.


Whose fellow slaves get tortured when they can no longer work.

Then a dreadful man came.


Then a wonderful man came.

He stole all my slaves and took them to his farm.


He saved us all from our horrible master.

I tried to take them down, but failed.


We hid from his traders and succeeded in not being found

They were all gone.


We were all safe.

I was alone.


I was free.

I am no longer a man.


I am finally a man.

Counselor’s Corner:

· High School Forecasting Update:  By now, you have received your notification from the district if you applied for a transfer to a school out of your neighborhood.  We will have counselors from the high schools come to Beaumont over the next 8 weeks or so to provide paperwork about high school classes.  

Grant counselors are coming on Tuesday, April 28 at 2:05.  We will meet in the cafeteria.  Parents are welcome to attend to hear the presentation.  There is not time to meet with counselors, but your questions can be addressed.

A Madison counselor will be coming to Beaumont on Thursday, April 23 from 10-11 am.  Parents are welcome to attend if they have questions

You will be informed when the Benson and Jefferson counselors schedule their times.

· Summer is coming and there are always questions about summer school options.  This year, the district is not allowing students to take classes at Benson – they are reserved for upper classmen only.  If you are looking for activities for your child, check out the many programs offered through Saturday Academy, OES, and Portland Parks and Recreation.  In addition, the Police Activities League offers a low cost enrichment camp program – information can be found in the main office at Beaumont, or by calling 256-3479.  Finally, the Hollywood Theatre offers a spectacular 4 week film production course.  Scholarships are also available.  Applications are also in the main office.

· Tutors from Grant High School come weekly after school on Thursdays to provide help in any class.  They meet in a classroom next to our SUN office in the cafeteria.  If you feel your child could benefit, feel free to call or email Holly Vaughn-Edmonds (hvedmonds@pps.k12.or.us) and I can help your child connect with the tutors.

· Attention families of 8th graders!!!  Would your child be the first in your family to attend college?  Upward Bound is a fabulous program at Portland State University that provides a summer program and tutoring follow-up throughout high school to support "first generation" college bound students.  A representative from the program will be presenting to interested students on Wednesday, April 22 at 11:15.  Please contact Holly Vaughn-Edmonds (hvedmonds@pps.k12.or.us) if you are interested in having your child attend.
Join us on Sunday, April 26 at Beaumont from 12-3:00 to clean up the school grounds and celebrate spring, Earth Day and John James Audubon's birthday!
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Calendar:

April:

18th – Beaumont Foundation UnAuction

21st – Site Council 4:00


Foundation mtg 7:00

22nd – 7th gr band festival


6th gr Mix It Up day

23rd – 8th gr Spring Pictures AM

24th – 8th gr Group Picture 9:30


6th gr Yard & Garden Care Day

26th – 12:00 – 3:00 Grounds Clean up

28th – Grant Counselors 7th per.

May:

4th – 8th Staff Appreciation Week

7th – 7th gr Portfolio Night 5-6:30

8th – 6th gr Jeopardy 3rd & 4th Periods

10th – 6th gr to Outdoor School

20th – PTA meeting 7:00 Library

22nd – 1/2 day of school, students out at 11:47am.
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