
From the desk of…


Mr. Wiesner





	Wow…it’s hard for me to believe it is already March!  So much has been going on in room 204.  We are putting the finishing touches on our Winter Olympic Journals and our Scrapbook Book Reports, and I am excited for students to share their final projects with one another next week.


	We began our Olympic unit the week before the games officially started, and I have thoroughly enjoyed all of the enthusiastic discussions we’ve had over the past few weeks.  Our unit started off with students randomly drawing out of a bag a specific Winter Olympic sport and a country.  From there, students researched on computers information about the Olympic events, as well as some basic information about a specific country.  With their online research, class discussions, and exposure to the various Olympic events, students created fictional characters that were participants in the 2010 Winter Olympics.  Through ten journal entries, students created a fictional story that started with their arrival to Vancouver BC and the games opening ceremony, and concluded with the closing ceremony and their flight back to their home country.  (In addition to the journal entries, students are currently creating their own Olympic medals with clay and paint.)  Students have been working on the Olympic journal project for about 60-90 minutes each day, and it will be due at the beginning of class on Monday, March 8.  (Please see the “Homework” section dated “March 2, 2010” on the class website for specifics about this assignment.)


	Students are also busy with putting the finishing touches on their Scrapbook Book Report from either Holes, The Phantom Tollbooth, or From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.  They are creating their “scrapbooks” from the perspective of the main characters of the three novels.  This assignment is due Friday, March 5.


	I also want to thank you for your support with my involvement with the Portland Association of Teacher’s Bargaining Team.  After nearly two years of bargaining, I am relieved to say, Portland teachers have a contract.  Thank you for your patience and understanding while I attended numerous meetings away from the classroom.


	On another positive note, there will NOT be any homework assigned over Spring Break.  Please enjoy that week off from school with your families, free of assignments, projects, or homework.                 


			

















Important Dates and Announcements





Friday, March 12: End of Second Trimester


Monday, March 15 (Teacher Planning Day): NO SCHOOL


Wednesday, March 17: Two Hour Late Opening


March 22-26 (Spring Break): NO SCHOOL


Thursday, March 4 and 18: walking field trip to the Albina Library from 2:00-2:50 PM.  (This will be a regular walking field trip every other Thursday.)  Your child can bring their own library card, but I would still like to have the card numbers on file.  Let me know if you need a Multnomah County library card, and I will send home the appropriate paperwork.


Show your school spirit on Fridays…wear green and/or your ACCESS sweatshirts.


Thank you to Zaidie Long’s parents, Steven and Wendy, for their kind donation of an electric pencil sharpener for the classroom.








 





Specials Schedule for the weeks of March 1-19


Monday�
Tuesday�
Wednesday�
Thursday�
Friday�
�



1)


Art�



2)


Drama





Choir:


11:00-11:25


�



3)


Library�



4)


Wellness�



5)


Art�
�



8)


Drama�



9)


Library





Choir:


11:00-11:25�



10)


Wellness�



11)


Art�



12)


Drama�
�



15)





No School�



16)


Wellness





Choir:


11:00-


11:25�



17)


Late Opening





No Special�



18)


Drama�



19)


Library�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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