
Literature Circles





	In literature circles, small groups of students gather together to discuss a piece of literature in depth. The discussion is guided by students' response to what they have read.  In the third grade class at ACCESS, we have five different literature circle responsibilities.  They include: discussion director, literary luminary, word wizard, connector, and illustrator.  These responsibilities rotate after every meeting, ensuring every student gets a turn at all responsibilities.  Most students will get to participate in each responsibility two times.  We have been practicing these responsibilities together in class before we break out into the assigned literature circle groups on Tuesday, January 19.


	The class will be reading three different novels at the same time.  Each literature circle group will have five students, and every three weeks, students will rotate books.  The novels we will be reading are:


( From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 


  	  by E.L. Konigsburg


( The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster


( Holes by Louis Sachar





   





Important Dates and Announcements





Monday, January 18 (MLK Day): NO SCHOOL


Wednesday, January 20: 2 Hour Late Opening


Thursday, January 21: walking field trip to the Albina Library from 2:00-2:50 PM.  (This will be a regular walking field trip every other Thursday.)  A form was sent out before the break asking for your child’s date of birth and library card number, but so far I have only received about half.  Having this information will  make checkout easier.  Your child can also bring their own library card, but I would still like to have the card numbers on file.  Let me know if you need a Multnomah County library card, and I will send home the appropriate paperwork.


Friday, January 22 @ 9:00 AM: ACCESS Academy’s Oral Spelling Bee for grades 3-8.  Sign up with Mr. Wiesner before Tuesday, January 19.


Collect “Box Tops For Education” and turn them in on Mr. Wiesner’s desk.


Show your school spirit by wearing green or your ACCESS sweatshirts on Fridays.





From the desk of…


Mr. Wiesner





	I hope everyone had a restful and fun filled winter break with family and friends.  I was fortunate enough to spend part of my break in the sun, but I have to admit, I was a little sad to miss the snow day in Portland.  It does feel good being back in room 204, and the students, as well as myself, have settled back into our daily routines quicker than imagined.


	This week, we have focused on two new areas of learning in Language Arts.  First, students were introduced to the beginning stages of writing a five-paragraph paper.  We continue to focus on the main ideas and supporting details of various topics.  Next week, students will add more details to their graphic organizers and begin writing the initial drafts to their five-paragraph papers.  Second, students were introduced to the five areas of focus within the literature circle model.  Together as a whole group, students practiced first hand each of the five roles while reading excerpts of stories in the Scott Foresman textbook Reading Street.  Students have these worksheets in their 3-ring binders.  Take a look at the format to better understand the five different responsibilities.  See the section below for more information.  





Happy New Year!


Bill Wiesner
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