Homework due: Monday, January 25

(composition books will be returned to students on Wednesdays)

1. PARAGRAPH OF THE WEEK:  
Pick an object: a person, place, or thing, and tell about its important attributes.  Write a paragraph in which you describe the object's attributes and conclude with its most important one.  (For example: a pen. “Pens come in all colors.  Some pens have erasers and some don't.  You can use a pen to write letters to your friends in other cities, states, and countries.  Pens use ink, and sometimes they run dry and do not write.  The important thing, then, about a pen is that you write with it.”)  Be sure to develop a strong topic sentence with three to five supporting sentences, and a good concluding sentence.  Your final draft paragraph should be a minimum of 5-8 sentences long and neatly written.

2. READING LOG:

Each day of the week you will record the title of the book you read, along with the amount of time and pages read.  At the end of the week calculate how much time you spend reading.  This section will need a parent signature.  You will need to read a minimum of 100 minutes per week outside of school. 

3. Social Studies:

We are beginning a mini unit on Portland.  For your social studies section this week, write a polished paragraph about your favorite place to visit in Portland.  Do not write about your house, or a friend’s or relative’s house.  Please write about a place you like to visit that is unique to Portland.  This could include parks, buildings, statues, restaurants, museums, sports arenas, concert halls, shops/stores, etc.   

4. LIFE (current event):

Read a news article from online, a newspaper, or a magazine.  Then, in a well-written paragraph, summarize what the article was about.  Don’t forget to include the article’s headline and what specific source the article came from.  Here are some great online news resources for elementary students: http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/scholasticNews.jsp
http://www.sikids.com
If you do not have access to the Internet, please see Mr. Wiesner and he will show you some of these news sites in class.  You do not have to read an article from only these sites. 

5. BORDER:

Your border needs to include a minimum of three colors, as well as images or designs that have to deal with the themes in this week’s homework.  Be creative.  Be neat.  Have fun.  (USE COLORED PENCILS OR CRAYONS…NO MARKERS)

Make sure you…

· use the writing process before creating your final draft in your HW composition book (brainstorm, rough draft on paper other than your composition book, edit and revise, final draft in composition book).

· use your neatest handwriting for your final draft in your HW composition book.

· put the due date in the upper right hand corner.

· divide your page into four sections (They do not have to be equal sections, but they do need to all fit in the two page spread ).

· plan a border that connects your thinking about each section (the border should not be thicker than 1”).

· label each section.

· leave little to no white space left on this assignment.

· review the scoring rubric on the back of this paper.

· get a parent signature in the reading section, only after you have completed the entire assignment.

· leave a blank double page spread in between weekly assignments. 

· do your best work and have fun!  

