Homework due: Monday, December 14

(composition books will be returned to students on Wednesdays)

1. PARAGRAPH OF THE WEEK:  
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to discover something that no one has ever seen before?  Perhaps you wish you could discover a new planet?  If so, you might have felt like Clyde Tombaugh, a young American astronomer, who was certain there was a ninth planet in our solar system.  For many years he had searched and searched the heavens for a sign of this mysterious planet.  Then in 1930 he discovered Pluto, a planet less than two-thirds the size of our Earth.  (In 2006 Pluto was no longer considered a planet.  Instead, it is considered a “dwarf planet,” and the largest member of a distinct population called the Kuiper Belt.)  For Language Arts this week you are going to pretend that you, like Clyde Tombaugh, have discovered a new planet.  You will be writing a description of this planet.  You should include the following things in your writing: name of planet; description of terrain; length of average day/year; life forms; distance from earth; interesting facts.  Be sure to develop a strong topic sentence with three to five supporting sentences, and a good concluding sentence.  Your final draft paragraph should be a minimum of 5-8 sentences long and neatly written in your composition books.

2. READING LOG:

Each day of the week you will record the title of the book you read, along with the amount of time and pages read.  At the end of the week calculate how much time you spend reading.  This section will need a parent signature.  You will need to read a minimum of 100 minutes per week outside of school. 

3. SCIENCE:

Write your own definition for the different meanings of the word switch.  Why do you think a switch is called a switch?  Which room in your home has the most switches in it?  What are some of them?  Then make up and write a sentence using the word switch as a noun and as a verb.

4. LIFE:

Write the following quote on the top of section 4 in your HW composition book and explain what you think it means in a quality paragraph.  Also, include any connections with the quote.  Maybe you have personal experience with this quote or the meaning, or maybe you can make a connection to this quote with a book you are reading or a movie/TV show/play you have seen.

“Two heads are better than one.” -John Heywood, Proverbs

5. BORDER:

Your border needs to include a minimum of three colors, as well as images or designs that have to deal with the themes in this week’s homework.  Be creative.  Be neat.  Have fun.  (USE COLORED PENCILS OR CRAYONS…NO MARKERS)

Make sure you…

· use the writing process before creating your final draft in your HW composition book (brainstorm, rough draft on paper other than your composition book, edit and revise, final draft in composition book).

· use your neatest handwriting for your final draft in your HW composition book.

· put the due date in the upper right hand corner.

· divide your page into four sections (They do not have to be equal sections, but they do need to all fit in the two page spread ).

· plan a border that connects your thinking about each section (the border should not be thicker than 1”).

· label each section.

· leave little to no white space left on this assignment.

· review the scoring rubric on the back of this paper.

· get a parent signature in the reading section, only after you have completed the entire assignment.

· leave a blank double page spread in between weekly assignments. 

· do your best work and have fun!  

