Homework due: Monday, November 9

(composition books will be returned to students on Wednesdays)

1. PARAGRAPH OF THE WEEK:

We have been blessed with many special gifts and talents. Perhaps it is the ability to sing or play a musical instrument.   Perhaps it is athletic ability or the ability to be compassionate and kind.  Brainstorm the special gifts or talents that you possess.  Then select one of those to focus your thank you note on.  Your assignment this week is to write a one-paragraph thank you note to someone for giving you, encouraging you, or teaching you a particular talent.  Express your appreciation and tell why you particularly enjoy this talent or gift.  You should be focusing on PURPOSE and IDEAS this week.  Be sure to develop a strong topic sentence with three to five supporting sentences, and a good concluding sentence.  Your final draft paragraph should be a minimum of 5-8 sentences long and neatly written in your composition books. 

2. READING LOG:

Each day of the week you will record the title of the book you read, along with the amount of time and pages read.  At the end of the week calculate how much time you spend reading.  This section will need a parent signature.  You will need to read a minimum of 100 minutes per week outside of school.  (An example is included.) 

3. SCIENCE:

We have been studying conductors and nonconductors in science class.  Identify and describe an item you would find at home that is a conductor of electricity.  Then, identify and describe an item you would find at home that is a nonconductor.  Explain why you think each item is a conductor and nonconductor in a well-written paragraph.  If you can, bring the item into class on Monday for us to test.    

4. LIFE:

Write the following quote on the top of section 4 in your HW composition book and explain what you think it means in a quality paragraph.  Also, include any connections with the quote.  Maybe you have personal experience with this quote or the meaning, or maybe you can make a connection to this quote with a book you are reading or a movie/TV show/play you have seen.

“I think I can.  I think I can.  I think I can.”   -Watty Piper, The Little Engine That Could

5. BORDER:

Your border needs to include a minimum of three colors, as well as images or designs that have to deal with the themes in this week’s homework.  Be creative.  Be neat.  Have fun.  (USE COLORED PENCILS OR CRAYONS…NO MARKERS)
Make sure you…

· use the writing process before creating your final draft in your HW composition book (brainstorm, rough draft on paper other than your composition book, edit and revise, final draft in composition book).

· use your neatest handwriting for your final draft in your HW composition book.

· put the due date in the upper right hand corner.

· divide your page into four sections (They do not have to be equal sections, but they do need to all fit in the two page spread ).

· plan a border that connects your thinking about each section (the border should not be thicker than 1”).

· label each section.

· leave little to no white space left on this assignment.

· review the scoring rubric on the back of this paper.

· get a parent signature in the reading section, only after you have completed the entire assignment.

· leave a blank double page spread in between weekly assignments. 

· do your best work and have fun!  

