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Room 204 is a safe place to learn because of fair class expectations.  Your children will be encouraged to take risks in their learning by sharing the diversity of their ideas with each other.  Together we will all help create a rich classroom learning environment.  It is vital that all children feel comfortable within our classroom community.  Each member is an important link to the strength of the third grade at ACCESS.


The third grade at ACCESS radiates around gathering information, higher-level thinking and questioning, and individual and small group skill building.  Students will be prepared with the desire for learning and the skills for organization that they will need to be successful in school in the years ahead.


My goal is to have all third graders at ACCESS establish good work/study habits, refine listening and speaking skills, better understand the dynamics of community, both in and out of the classroom, meet state and district standards, and to leave the school year feeling proud, confident, and prepared for the fourth grade at ACCESS.


I am very grateful that you, your child, and your family made the decision to come to ACCESS.  You can show your commitment to the program by supporting your child’s academic growth in a variety of ways, such as going over homework assignments before the due date, asking questions about class, and reading out loud with your child.  The areas I find important are: attendance, community, discipline, homework, math, science, reading, writing, history, and current events.


Continued in this packet is information regarding classroom expectations and procedures, homework, and subject area goals and themes.

Classroom Expectations:
· Attentive listening

· Do your personal best (quality work)

· Ask questions when something is unclear

· Try, try, try and keep at it

· Respect one another

· Participate and take turns

· Have fun

Classroom Discipline: The classroom expectations allow the class to be a safe and exciting place to learn.  As conflicts arise, I will use the resources ACCESS has available.  These resources include the teachers, the students, the parents, the principal, the counselor, and other staff.  Below are the interventions used when class expectations are not being followed: 

1. Verbal warning

2. Seat change

3. Conference in the hall with student

4. Call home

Homework
Homework is due each Monday and needs to be signed by an adult to receive full credit.  Some long-term assignments may be given with another due date.  New assignments will be given on Tuesdays and due the following Monday.  All weekly assignments will be completed in final draft form with a specific layout in composition books.  However, some assignments that are not completed in class may be completed as homework and due the following day.

The specific layout of the homework will include four sections with a themed border around it.  See the example your child brings home next Tuesday.  We will complete this week’s homework in class together to better understand the process and layout.
Students are expected to read a minimum of 100 minutes a week outside of class (that’s an average of twenty minutes per weeknight).  They are expected to record the title, number of pages read, and time spent reading, on a daily basis.  A parent signature is also required in this section.

In another section, students will be given a writing prompt.  The final draft needs to be written in the student’s neatest handwriting in the composition book.  Brainstorms, rough drafts and edited copies should be completed elsewhere.

The third section will include a science or social studies topic, while the fourth section will deal with life issues, such as lifelong vocabulary, inspiring quotes, and current events.

A themed border with three different colors will act as a frame around the weekly homework assignment in student composition books.


Beginning in October, students will be given twenty spelling words each week to know how to spell.  Some family members drill students on a few new words every day.  Other students may choose to write out sentences using the spelling words to help memorize.  It is up to the individual family to decide what practice method works best for him or her.  Studying spelling words is part of the weekly homework.  While there is no written work with the spelling words in the composition books, students will be given spelling tests on Mondays, when the composition books are due.  Anywhere from 10-20 words may appear on the test.  Spelling words will be passed out on Tuesdays, along with the weekly homework assignment.

Goals and Themes:
Reading:  My goal for each student is for them to become a better reader by carefully assessing their reading strategies and skills.  I will use this information by working with them in small groups to build on what they already know.  There will be an emphasis on the development of comprehension strategies.  We will be reading selections from a wide variety of sources to practice these strategies.  A variety of authors and literary forms will be part of the reading choices, which will include: fiction, nonfiction, poetry, essays, plays, articles, and excerpts of fiction and nonfiction.  Students will also read independently, with partners, whole group, and in literature circles.  

Writing:  The writing goal this year is to focus specifically on ideas and content, organization, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions.  Students will write in a variety of forms, such as single and five-paragraph formats, essays, poetry, reflections, letters, and research papers.  We will be using the State Writing Official Scoring Guide to assess individual writing progress.  Modes of writing covered this year will be: narrative, imaginative, expository, and persuasive.

Science and Social Studies will alternate approximately every five weeks.

Science:  Goals in science include using scientific inquiry and demonstrating knowledge in specific content areas (Circuits and Pathways, Land and Water, and Bones and Skeletons).  Students will explore investigations by asking questions, collecting data, observing, and measuring.  Conclusions will be developed and presented.

Social Studies:  The goal for this area is to understand key events, timelines, and geographical features of Portland and Oregon.  Students will also gain an understanding of current and past cultures of Oregon, such as current events and the Lewis and Clark Expedition and the Oregon Trail.  The Winter Olympics will also be an area of focus this school year.  Major projects will be completed with each area of study.

Trimester 1: Circuits and Pathways; Portland

Trimester 2:  Land and Water; Winter Olympics

Trimester 2:  Bones and Skeletons; Lewis and Clark and the Oregon Trail

I am most honored to be working with your child, and I enthusiastically look forward to this school year!
Please do not hesitate to call me at work or send me an email.

Bill Wiesner

503.916.6482

wwiesner@pps.k12.or.us
