ACCESS Academy

Frequently Asked Questions
ACCESS Academy Alternative Program is a rigorous academic program designed for highly gifted students whose educational needs are not being met in the general education setting. The program provides both curriculum acceleration and academic enrichment to create an age-appropriate and challenging education.  

The ACCESS Academy Alternative Program is for students who demonstrate exceptional performance as measured on standardized test.  This exceptional performance is defined as being in the 99th percentile (99%) on nationally-normed tests in any or all categories:  cognitive, academic math, or academic reading.  Please note that test scores are a minimum for admissions, but are not the sole criteria for admission. Social-emotional factors and other school performance elements will be taken into account.  A brochure describing the ACCESS Academy Alternative Program can be found at:  www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/access.

The ACCESS Academy Application must contain:

1. A completed application for the current school year, 

2. At least two letters of recommendation from a teacher or principal who has worked with your child; and 

3. Appropriate testing data.

Since ACCESS is an alternative program, it is not part of the lottery transfer process used in PPS.  Therefore if you apply to ACCESS, you are also free to apply for other PPS schools in the transfer process.  Information about this option may be found at: http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools-c/make_a_choice.php 

A description of standardized tests typically used can be found at: http://www.pps.k12.or.us/files/tag/Description_Standardized_Tests.doc 

TAG testing and resulting scores, regardless of their date, may be used by Portland Public Schools' students.  If a child has been tested for TAG, and the parent does not have these scores, they are available at your child’s school.

Nationally-normed, standardized testing must be no older than two years for out of district applicants.

Spring TAG identification testing in PPS schools is currently in progress.  Parents should request TAG identification by contacting their child's neighborhood school TAG Coordinator.  These test results can be used for the ACCESS Academy Application.

Agencies such as The Children’s Program, located at 7707 SW Capitol Highway, Portland, OR 97219-2458, (503) 452-8002, provide appropriate testing.  Other psychologists in the area offer these testing services also.

The admissions process does give preference to a sibling of a current ACCESS student.
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Applications are accepted from students living in Portland Public Schools and out of district schools.  However, ACCESS Academy must accept students from PPS before admitting students from out of district.

ACCESS Academy is a 1st - 8th grade program.  Grade levels served will be determined based on the number of applications, staffing allocation, and program design for school year 2012-13.

"Special" classes such as Wellness, Art, Spanish, Music, etc., will be determined based on staffing and program design.  In the 2011—12 school year, 6th, 7th, & 8th graders attend Wellness and Spanish daily.  1st - 5th graders attend Wellness, Art, and Library once every four days.  A parent volunteer coordinates chorus on a weekly basis to students in 1st - 8th grades.  We participate with Young Audiences Run for the Arts program and our art programs vary year to year.
If a student has been on the waiting list for ACCESS Academy, a new application for the upcoming school year must be completed and submitted by the due date.

Answers to Commonly Asked Questions

Do ACCESS and Sabin students take classes together?
No.  Sabin and ACCESS are two separate schools within one building. 

When does the school day start and end?
ACCESS classes begin at 8:30 AM and end at 3:00 PM. 

How do I contact the school?
ACCESS Main Office:
503.916.6482
Office hours are 8 AM – 4 PM. 

Our family is new to Portland, how do we apply to attend ACCESS?
Applications are available on our website under “Important Information.”  Our website is:  http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/access/.  You can also stop by the ACCESS office to pick-up an application.  (please note:  Applications will be posted on our website beginning January 13, 2012.
How do students get to and from school?
Portland Public Schools does provide transportation to ACCESS Academy. Please check out the district's Transportation website: http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/student-transportation/1405.htm to find routes and pick up/drop off times. 
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How do I volunteer?
There are a lot of opportunities for parents to share their talents and gifts within our school community. One way is to volunteer through the PTA. There is a volunteer form located in the main office. There are many avenues for volunteering in addition to PTA; among them is volunteering in the classroom, arranging fieldtrips, etc.  All volunteers must have a cleared background check prior to volunteering.
Who do I contact when I feel my student needs additional academic or social support?
If the problem is in a particular class, please feel free to contact that teacher directly (see Staff emails). ACCESS has a half-time counselor who can provide additional support to students and families. Amy Henry can be contacted at 503.916.6482 or contact her at:  amyhenry@pps.net
Does the PPS TAG Office provide any services specific to Early Entry to Kindergarten or 1st Grade or Grade Acceleration to families whose children attend private/charter/CBO schools?

No.

Does the PPS TAG Office permit the testing of private school students who reside in the PPS attendance area?  

Yes.
Does the PPS TAG Office permit the testing of students who do not reside in the PPS attendance area?  

No.

When does TAG testing occur in PPS?  

The answer to this question varies depending upon the purpose.  

· During August/September, Feb/March and April/May annually: Testing is facilitated by the PPS TAG office, for families of 4 and 5 y/o students whose birthdays fall between September 2nd and Oct 1st and they are applying for Early Entry to K and 1st grade.  This testing opportunity is only available to families whose children may attend a future PPS school.

· In May/June and August/September annually: The PPS TAG Office also facilitates academic testing for PPS students who are being considered for whole grade advancement using the Iowa Acceleration Scale.  This assessment is only available to families whose children currently attend a PPS school.

· In October each year: The PPS TAG Office facilitates the administration of the NNAT2 intelligence test to all currently enrolled PPS 2nd grade students.  This is used as a screening tool only as no single test can be used for TAG designation per State Law.  This assessment is only available to families whose children currently attend a PPS school
· Beginning in December through March annually: The PPS TAG office facilitates the testing of all PPS students who are nominated for possible TAG designation through the Identification Process Form application process.  Testing 
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is completed on a schedule by school/cluster and the calendar changes annually.  The PPS TAG Office does provide an opportunity for TAG testing for any student attending a private school who resides in the PPS district.  However, this testing is not completed at a neighborhood school.  Make up sessions are scheduled in the months of January and February annually and parents of private/charter/CBO students who have inquired are invited to have their children participate in one of our make-up sessions.  This includes parents of children who wish to apply for ACCESS Academy.  These tests are typically scheduled on Saturday mornings or non-school days.
· Other questions regarding TAG testing should be directed to the TAG Office at:  (503) 916-3358.  

Does the PPS TAG Office make recommendations to parents concerning child psychologists for private testing?  

Occasionally, parents will ask the PPS TAG Office for recommendations for child psychologists in the Portland Area to pursue private testing.  While we do not recommend individual clinical psychologists as a general rule, a list of all PPS-approved nationally normed intelligence and/or academic tests can be found on the PPS website.

Does the PPS TAG Office require that an application to ACCESS Academy be filed before we would test a private school student who resides in the PPS district? 

No.  As stated above, the parent makes the request to test to the PPS TAG Office and verifies their address at that time.  The parents are notified in early January of test opportunities that are available (typically on Saturdays or non-school days). Test results are sent to the family and parents are responsible for including the test results to ACCESS with their completed application.  ACCESS Academy coordinates all aspects of the application process for their school.

Will my child’s scores be compared to (normed with) other Kindergarteners where he would be one of the older kids, or would his scores be compared to other 6 year olds, where he would be among the very youngest and among the minority who are not yet in first grade?

The test of cognitive abilities (measuring intelligence) is normed by the student's age, while the academic testing for math and reading are normed by grade level.  So essentially, within a battery of three tests, your child’s scores will provide a composite profile both by chronological age and grade level.

Will you accept testing on a child at age 5?  
Children must be ‘school age’ in order to be nominated for TAG identification in PPS.  This means that their DOB must be on or before September 1st annually to enroll in K 
per ODE.  The only exception is if a child’s DOB is between Sept 2nd and Oct 1st in PPS and the parents have applied for EE to K prior to the September 15th PPS deadline.  For those students, we use the WPPSI.
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Do you accept either the WPPSI or the Stanford-Binet, or do you require one or the other?   
The WPPSI is used in PPS for young students applying for EE to K.  We use the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (Reading/Mathematics) to test academic ability for students applying to EE to 1st grade.

How old can the tests be?
Test results are accepted within a two-year window for out-of-district applicants.
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