AUCTION FAQ’s

What is the auction?  
It is the way the ACCESS Academy Foundation hopes to raise money for teaching positions that might otherwise be eliminated or reduced due to the PPS budget cuts, and also build a stronger community. The evening includes a large silent auction, a paddle raise, food, wine and trivia questions.  It is a fun evening out, where you can not only come away with some really cool stuff, but also benefit your child’s school, and connect with other parents!
What happens to the money raised by the auction?

The money goes to the Access Academy Foundation - this money can be used by our Principal to pay for FTEs (teachers).  The first $10,000 is all ours, then anything above that the Portland Schools Foundation takes 33% percent.  This sharing attempts to increase the equity in funding across the district and support Portland’s least affluent schools.

What is The Portland Schools Foundation?

It is the name of a foundation in Portland and is not part of Portland Public Schools. It is an independent non-profit organization. Our foundation operates under the protection of Portland Schools Foundation - they allow us to use their non-profit status, they hold our funds and do accounting for us, and they send out letters for each donation for tax purposes.  

What items are being auctioned?
The items have been gathered by volunteers throughout the last few months.  Many are donated by local businesses, and many are donated by individuals: parents, friends, and family of Access Academy.  We have an extremely wide range of items.  Some examples include:  local restaurant gift certificates, amazing art, tickets to local entertainment such as Portland Baroque Orchestra, beautiful class projects, laser tag and climbing gym tickets, massage gift certificates, Timbers tickets, getaway packages to the beach and even Alaska, birthday parties, and much, much more! 
How do I find out what is for auction this year?
We have an online catalog which is now available! Just visit http://access.tofinoauctions.com/auction2011. We are also publishing a printed catalog, which will be distributed next week before the auction with a listing of the items, a description, and their value.  
Can I afford any of the items up for auction?
Absolutely!  The market values on the items to be auctioned range from as little as $10 to as much as $1,500.  

How does a silent auction work?
All the items will be displayed on tables around the venue.  Each item is displayed next to a bid sheet.  Each person or couple attending is assigned a bid number.  You simply write your bid number on the bid sheet next to the price increment you are willing to pay.  Be sure to monitor the bid sheet throughout the evening, because the next person who comes along may decide to write their number on the next higher bid increment!

What is a paddle raise?
This year, as part of the auction, the MC will ask guests if they want to donate at certain levels of money ($25, $50).  There is no obligation to do so.  If you are more comfortable making a donation privately, we will have envelopes for you to do so.  You will simply write your bidder number on a form and put it in an envelope. 

What else will be happening at the auction?
A trivia contest with questions provided by your very own children, a video made by students, a slideshow, and some short speeches.  But mainly, people will be chatting with each other, looking over the items on the table, placing bids and eating and drinking.

Did you say eating and drinking?
Yes, we plan on offering appetizers, beverages, and dessert! Most food items will be made by ACCESS parents, as well as some of the children! Beer, wine, soft drinks, coffee and tea are also included in the ticket price, so plan to raise a glass and celebrate the ACCESS community with us.
When is the auction?
May 6th, 2011 from 7pm – 10pm.  Feel free to drop in when it is convenient and stay as long as you like.
Below is a tentative timeline to give you an idea of the exciting evening we have planned.
7:00 – Auction Opens...food, wine, beer and bidding

7:30 – Trivia Contest round one

7:45 – Speakers: Principal Tou, guest speaker; student video

8:00 – Paddle Raise

8:15 – Trivia get in your final bids

9:00 – 1st set of tables close

9:15 – 2nd set of tables close, raffle

9:30 – 3rd set of tables close

9:45 -- thank you and good night, check out and claim the items you won!

What do I wear to the auction?
The evening is nice, but certainly nothing too fancy – think nice date night.
Who can come to the auction?
ACCESS parents, teachers, grandparents, friends, alumni parents, PPS district staff, your dentist.  This is a great time to invite your neighbor who has been curious about ACCESS, or a friend who you have been meeting to get together with....really, anyone interested in supporting ACCESS is welcome…..the more the merrier.
How do I buy tickets?

Just visit http://access.tofinoauctions.com/auction2011. 

Do I need to make reservations?         
No. We would prefer you to RSVP on the auction website as this will help with our planning:  http://access.tofinoauctions.com/auction2011, however you can also just come along on the night and pay at the door.
Does it cost money to go to the auction?
Yes, the price is $25 per person this year, which covers the food and drink and your entertainment for the evening. There are some discounted tickets for families on free and reduced meals -please see Trish. 
Can I still help if I can't make it to the auction? 

Absolutely. We will be putting some items on-line to purchase and you can also make a flat donation at http://access.tofinoauctions.com/auction2011.   Feel free to forward this link on to far-flung relatives who cannot make it but would like to help ACCESS offset the budget cuts.
How do I get to Oaks Park?

Directions are now posted on the auction site.   Just follow the link http://access.tofinoauctions.com/auction2011
I can’t make the auction but want to support the school

Visit the online auction and bid.  (Remember, if the bidding doesn’t reach 120% of fair market value, the item goes to the silent auction).   You can also make a cash donation on the website.

Can I share the online auction with friends?

Yes, please!  There is a lot of great stuff and anyone can bid!    Friends and relatives from near and far can get in on the fun.

How can I find out more information about the auction?
Look at the website:  http://access.tofinoauctions.com/auction2011 or email Maxine Dexter at maxine.dexter@gmail.com or Pamela Kislak at pkislak@gmail.com
