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Thoughts from the Principal(s):

As we head into the two-week winter break, we’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of our students and families for your support during these past several weeks.  We have both enjoyed getting to know ACCESS students, staff and families.  We realize Ms. Thompson’s illness has created concern for you.  We can assure you that we are working hard to move the program forward in her absence.  As we enter the New Year, we hope you will communicate with us and let us know your questions, concerns and comments.

With the holiday season upon us, we want to express our deepest appreciation to you.  Your involvement in your child’s learning and support of school-wide events elevates the learning climate of ACCESS Academy. 

Thank you to the parents who attended the 2nd and 3rd grade Learning Celebration this past week.  Students enthusiastically shared cross-cultural learning through on-stage performances and individual presentations of their work.  Integrating art, geography, food, and history, Ms. Clarke and Mrs. Halliburton’s classes shared their knowledge about the countries they studied.

The whole ACCESS student body welcomed actors from the Oregon Shakespeare Theater on Friday, December 10th.   You would have been so proud to observe your students fully engaged in the politics and ethics of Julius Caesar.   However, from an informal survey during lunch recess, The Taming of the Shrew was most popular among the students with its nod to love and relationships.   Please join us in thanking teacher Dave Holm for organizing an amazing day of performances and individual class sessions.

Thank you for the many ways you support the school at home as well as on campus.  It has been a privilege to witness our eager learners and their growth over the short period of our tenure. 

We've recently learned from Pat Thompson, ACCESS Academy Principal, that her medical leave will be extended through the end of February as a result of ongoing medical issues that will include surgery in early January 2011.  We will keep you updated on Ms. Thompson’s progress in the weeks ahead.  We will return as Guest Principals in January.
We are pleased to report that 7th & 8th graders will be assigned lockers after Winter Break.  As we head into the season of "giving," students might benefit from new backpacks....and they don't even need wheels!
BOUNDARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE: Please contact Sacha Gilbert-Waggoner or Mike Kubler with your questions about this process.  The next committee meeting is January 6, 2011. 

SITE COUNCIL:  Your parent reps to Site Council are Maryam Zare and Pamela Kislak.  Here are some ideas the council discussed at their meeting earlier this month:

· School wide curriculum mapping with a focus on writing across grades and curriculum and content areas.  We will use the district curriculum map as a guide and a possible template.  Can we connect the areas of writing that seem to need improvement, such as conventions, to certain years as a focus of study?  Can we determine possible “holes” that have been created due to the alternative structure of our program?
· Is there a connection to the affective domain or our students’ feelings/perceptions of written work?  How can we improve their feelings and opinions of writing in general?
· How do we create the SIP?  Is there a template?  What is the time frame?
· When is the SIP for next year due?  When will we begin to work on that plan?
· How can we integrate student and parent voice?
KUDOS TO PTA:  THANK YOU to our wonderful PTA for the Appreciation Lunch on Dec. 7! 

INCLEMENT WEATHER: For latest information you may visit:

http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/student-transportation/1404.htm.  You may also sign up for Flash Alert at http://www.flashalert.net/news.html?id=69
Upcoming Dates to Remember:

Monday, January 3

School resumes

Wednesday, January 12
2-Hour Late Opening

Monday, January 17
Holiday - Martin Luther King Day (schools closed)
We hope all of our families enjoy a wonderful winter break.  Here’s to a great New Year for ACCESS!

Sincerely, 

Dana Jacobs and Gail Westlin

Guest Principals
A note from your librarian:

[image: image1.wmf]Hello!  My name is Ms. Tini Maier (pronounced Tee-nee My-er) and I am so pleased to be the librarian for all the wonderful students at this school.  I know you have experienced some transition in the library, but know that I am hoping to be here a good long time and to build a really stellar library program.  I couldn’t be happier to be working with this balance of students, with these amazing faculty and staff, and in this sweet library.  We may be small, but we can do big things!  

In addition to my professional knowledge base and years of experience, I am also the mother of three TAG students.  So rest assured, I bring a strong commitment to meeting the needs of our ACCESS students and even a bit of personal insight.

Here’s what’s been happening in library this fall:

Stacks Online:

Students in grades 2-5 visit every 4 days, according to a rotating 4-week system.  After learning the procedures that make library time run smoothly, and how to check out books independently with the scanner, we learned how to access “Stacks Online” from any computer.  Stacks Online is the catalog of all library holdings at PPS.  Students enter keywords, choose Sabin as the library site, then search to learn what books we have, whether books are available or due, and the call number to help find the book.  

If your child is in grades 2-5, I encourage you to have your student show you how!  If in grades 6-8, an internet search for Stacks Online is all you need and then it is pretty self-explanatory.  The program is actually the exact one Multnomah County Library uses, though it looks a little different.  A key difference is that PPS does not have the resources to loan books between libraries, so the online hold feature is disabled.  However, I can place our own library books on hold at the check-out computer and students frequently use this service.

Student library accounts:

Students and families can also access student library accounts through Stacks Online.  To log in, all you need is the student’s PPS ID number.  This is the same 6-digit number used for lunch, attendance, and all other PPS functions.  Students in grades 2-6 received a half sheet of instructions that includes this number, but again it is available to all grades in a variety of places.  Students can and should use this tool to remind themselves of checked out materials, due dates, and even renew online.  Students can also “Opt in” to begin saving a list of check-outs under “My Reading History.” 

Children’s Choice Nominees:

Here’s a great benefit of shared space!  The International Reading Association and the National Children’s Choice Award committee, working through Lewis & Clark College, loaned hundreds of books to Sabin School to get student feedback on the nominees.  Now that the Sabin project is almost complete, I am able to share these books with our ACCESS students in grades 2-5!  (The books are geared toward grades 3-4 in one collection and grades 5-6 in the other)  Teachers have agreed to house the books in the classroom and when the time is right, students can read and review the books.

My goodness, there is a lot going on!  I will save some of it for a later report!  (  In the meantime, thank you for all you do to guide your student in handling the privilege and responsibility that comes with the freedom to read and to borrow library books.  

Have a warm and wonderful break!

Sincerely,

Ms. Tini Maier 

Teacher-Librarian
Library Support:  We are looking for volunteers to help ACCESS classes when they visit the library.  The time slot is 1:00-2:00. If you can help, please contact Tini Maier, Media Specialist, at 503-916-6432 x72912, afternoons only, or by email:  tmaier@pps.k12.or.us 
A reminder that all volunteers must have a current background check on file prior to volunteering.  Your help is appreciated!
