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Thoughts from the Principal(s): 

At this time of Thanksgiving, we would like to extend our sincere appreciation for the welcome and support we've felt while being guest principals at Access. This experience has provided both of us an opportunity to learn so much about this program and its students and families. We have been on a steep learning curve and acknowledge your patience while we work to further the program and procedures. Our stay has been longer than we originally anticipated but we both feel honored to be trusted by Pat Thompson to serve during her absence. Our best and warmest wishes go out to Ms. Thompson as she recovers from her health challenges. We anticipate her return in early January.
We are pleased to inform you that Ms. Hill-Parks (Millis) was recently hired to teach second grade at Ainsworth School. We are very happy for her and will miss her.

CONFERENCES:  Appointments for students in second through fifth grade are made with the homeroom teacher.  Middle School conferences will be held arena style in the auditorium.  These sessions will need to be ten minutes in length.  There will be sign-up sheets for each teacher.  Parents with last names from A-K are encouraged to attend conferences on Monday and parents with last names from M-Z are asked to attend on Tuesday.  Refreshments will be provided by PTA and will be available in the hallway outside of the auditorium.  Thanks to PTA parents for their support!

We would like to remind parents that it is extremely helpful if you carefully listen to the observations about your child from the teacher. Come prepared with questions.  Please honor and stay within your scheduled appointment time.  If necessary, a follow-up conference may be scheduled. The principal(s) are willing to sit in on these follow-up sessions if needed. 

Also, a reminder that it is most effective if parents share concerns with the teacher directly.  This creates an honest and open conversation with the involved parties and offers opportunities for the exchange of information and understanding.  We appreciate your willingness to talk with staff as needed.  We also strongly encourage you to talk with your children about addressing their concerns with the teacher as much as possible. This is a very empowering action and can truly help children learn the art of discussion and problem solving. Of course, you would be encouraged to participate in the process but it would be great if your children would lead it. There are so many lessons to learn during this exchange. Thank you.
Mike Salmon's ACCESS schedule for PT Conferences is:

Monday evening, Tuesday morning, Tuesday evening
Inside recess: As fall becomes winter, we are faced with keeping children indoors due to cold and/or wet weather.  We can assure you that indoor recess is much harder on the adults supervising this activity than it is on the students! However, there are going to be some days in the coming months when inside recess will occur.  It would be extremely helpful if you could take the time to explain this unpopular news to your children.  Our current plan for indoor recess is for 6, 7, & 8th graders to play under the covered area and 2-5th grades to go to the auditorium to view an appropriate, G-rated DVD.  We are also asking for parent volunteers to help with lunch and recess duty.  If you are available from 11:20-12:00 one day per week, please contact the Access office ASAP.  We would like to have some type of schedule created by early December.  Your help is appreciated!

Coffee Chat Clarification:  Rumors are starting, generated at the Principal's Coffee, that ACCESS may become a 3 - 8 grade program.  This was merely a comment made in response to a parent's question.  NO discussion of this plan has taken place at the district level.
Boundary Advisory Committee:  As many of you are aware, the district is currently looking at the boundary issues of Alameda, Beaumont, Sabin and Access.

· ACCESS IS INCLUDED IN THIS DISCUSSION!!!!!

· Two Access parents have been selected to serve on the Boundary Advisory Committee (BAC).  They are Sacha Gilbert-Waggoner and Mike Kubler.
· Watch the list serve in the coming days with specific information!
SITE COUNCIL UPDATE:   We are currently seeking nominations for two parent Site Council Representatives.  Site Council meets once a month and focuses on school improvement.  If you are interested in nominating yourself, please submit your name to the ACCESS office by Tuesday, November 23, 2010.
REMEMBER:  All volunteers MUST complete and pass a Criminal Background Check before volunteering in any school.  Forms are good for three years.  If you plan on attending field trips, parties or any event, please ask in the office for a form.

Wild Arts Festival: This event takes place this weekend at Montgomery Park.  Hours are:
Saturday = 10 AM - 6 PM
Sunday = 11 AM - 5 PM

Come and support the arts!

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:

Thursday
12/2

End of the first trimester

Friday

12/3

Planning Day – no school for students 

We hope this information is helpful. Enjoy a happy Thanksgiving holiday. 

Sincerely, 

Dana Jacobs and Gail Westlin
Guest Principals 

PTA NEWS:
Baked Goods Needed for Parent-Teacher Conferences
As you all know, your children's teachers will be trapped at school from 8 AM to 8 PM, Monday and Tuesday, next week for parent teacher conferences. We would like to keep them fed and awake by providing some food and coffee. It would really help if everyone could make, buy or conjure some baked goods to share and bring them when you come for your conference appointment next week. These will be located in the hallway outside of the auditorium.  Oh, by the way, parents are welcome to the coffee and food as well while you are here for your conferences, so it's not all self-sacrifice.

Please contact David Fikstad (david.fikstad@gmail.com) with any questions or comments."
Access Book Fair Tally
A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to the Access Book Fair. Here are the results:

· We bought (or donated) 90 of the teachers' Wish List books 

· We had $3,310 in sales, meaning a 20% kick-back of $662 to be used to buy more books!

