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Congratulations are in order!
The Intel Northwest Science Expo, Oregon's state-level science research competition, was held Friday, April 1, 2011, at Portland State University. Intel NWSE includes both a middle school and high school division. The two divisions included 525 projects from 70 schools and organizations across the state. Eighteen ACCESS Academy students presented their science fair projects at this event: Simon Chow (5th), Lucas Friedman (8th), Ella Gleason (6th), Jonathan Huang (6th), Justin Huang (6th), Reed Hummel (8th), Michael Ioffe (6th), Dahlia Jones (6th), Jenny Lu (7th), Raymond Luo (7th), Rohan Moore (8th), Katherine Renner (6th), Samir Shah (8th), Richard Smith (7th), Siddarth Suri (6th), Bethan Tyler (7th), Daniel Weidman (7th), Tristen Wong (6th). 

Additionally, ACCESS Academy students received a number of category and special awards.  Rohan Moore earned an Honorable Mention in the Animal Science category.  Tristen Wong also earned an Honorable Mention in the Plant Science category. Justin Huang received the Outstanding Air Quality Project. Michael Ioffe received a 1st Place Award in the Consumer Product Testing category. Siddarth Suri received the Water Prize Award of Excellence. Dahlia Jones earned a 2nd place award in the Physics (Mechanical) category and she also was awarded the Outstanding Project by a 5th or 6th grade student. Finally, Raymond Luo received a 3rd place award in the Energy and Transportation category, the Water Prize Award of Excellence, and the Taking the Pulse of the Planet Award.  Congratulations to all participants!
Also, our Battle of the Books team comprised of Noah Gladen-Kolarsky, Chloe Jensen, Ceara Adams, and Katherine Renner placed in the top 8 at the State Tournament in Salem last weekend!  These students have been working since November, analyzing 16 books to prepare for the competition.  They performed as an amazing team, and I was especially proud of their sportsmanship and teamwork.  Way to go guys!
A special shout out to Clea Thomas (3rd/Halliburton) who was recently announced as t-shirt design winner for next year's winter youth basketball league.  Clea received the largest number of votes from the league teams for her design and will work with the NECC graphic designer on the final image.  Congratulations Clea!!
Outdoor School Information
McBride's Homeroom, April 24-29

Departure and Pickup Info:
 

Sunday:   Students need to be at ACCESS at 2:30 PM and bus departs at 3:00 PM.

Friday:   Parents need to pick up their students at 1:30 PM.  Students will NOT be returning to their classrooms.*

 

* Upon returning to ACCESS, the students will have been without any parent/family contact for a week.  Believe it or not, they are really looking forward to seeing your smiling faces.  As we come down the street in the big yellow school bus your child will be eagerly looking out the window for you.  The worst part of ODS last year?...seeing a couple of students' faces who had no one waiting for them.  Please plan to pick up your child and, if you absolutely can not make it, please have a carpool or some type of arrangement for them.  

 

Reminder:   As mentioned in the packet that was sent home previously with the kids....Students are asked to bring a small container (Ziploc baggy, jar, etc) of soil from somewhere special.  I have a box that I will transport the soil in, but the students need to make sure they label their container.  The students can begin bringing it in at any time now.  This special soil will be part of a tree planting ceremony at the end of the week.  

Thanks, and as always, feel free to contact me:  dholm@pps.k12.or.us   - Mr. Holm

PPS 2011-12 Calendar Available Soon:
PPS expects the 2011-12 school calendar to be available by the end of April.  Staff have drafted a calendar that must be approved by unions and the Portland School Board.  (Note:  All schools are expected to be on a Quarter calendar for 2011-12).


Important tentative dates are:


First day of school:
Sept. 6, 2011 


Winter break:

Dec. 17, 2011-Jan. 2, 2012 


Spring break:

March 24-April 1, 2012 


Last day of school:
June 13, 2012 
A Note from the Auction Committee.....

Please plan to come and support ACCESS at the Silent Auction on May 6th, 7:00 to 10:00 PM.

Oaks Park Dance Hall, 7805 SE Oaks Park Way, Portland, OR

We've hit our goal of 100 items donated including:

· Get-Away weekends at various beach and mountain houses 

· Summer day and sleep away camps  

· Birthday parties at bowling alleys, martial arts studios, or cupcakes and crafts delivered to your house 

· Numerous gift certificates for restaurants around the city 

· Fabulous class projects and student artwork 

· The chance for your student to be Principal or teacher for a day, and take a yoga class, play 



tennis or golf, bowl or hike with their teacher 

And lots more......

Let's come together as a community and hit our goal of 250 guests!

RSVP now at: http://access.tofinoauctions.com/auction2011/ 
You can pay for your tickets online, offline, or at the event.
In addition to the Silent Auction, your ticket includes:

· Appetizers, Wine, and Beer 

· A Trivia Contest which includes questions designed by students (they asked if they could make them "really hard") 

· A film created by students about why they value ACCESS Academy 

· A fun night out with other ACCESS parents, teacher and staff

Questions?   Email:  Pamela Kislak   pkislak@gmail.com
VISITOR/VOLUNTEER BADGES:   Do you have an ACCESS Visitor or Volunteer badge in your car or coat pocket?  We would greatly appreciate their return at your earliest opportunity as our stock is depleted.  Thanks so much!
Grant High School's "The Sound of Music" is a wonderful show and suitable for all ages. The performers are also doing a sing-along matinee performance on Saturday, April 23rd. Going to the show is a wonderful way to introduce elementary age students to high school!  Tickets are available at the door prior to the show.  Show dates/times are:

April 22nd 7:30 PM

April 23rd 2:00 PM Matinee: Audience Sing-a-long Performance!

April 23rd 7:30 PM 


April 28th 7:30 PM

April 29th 7:30 PM

April 30th 7:30 PM
UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:

Sunday, April 24

McBride Homeroom to Outdoor School (all week).  Return 4/29/11.
Monday, April 25

Run for the Arts monies due

Wednesday, April 27
Tea with Tou, 8:30-9:30 AM

Friday, May 6

Auction!  "Trivia Matters", 7:00-10:00 PM, Oaks Park

Tuesday, May 10

6th Grade Play, 1:30-3:00 PM and 6:30-8:00 PM

Wednesday, May 11
2-Hour Late Opening.  Classes begin at 10:30 AM.
Thursday, May 12

Imago Assembly, time TBA

Saturday, May 14th

PTA Community Service at Oregon Food Bank, 9:00-11:00 AM
Wednesday, May 18
8th Grade Photos, time TBA

*Site Council meeting date TBD.
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