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Thoughts from the Principal(s):

Students, staff and some parents had the opportunity to meet Mrs. Meksavanh today and she was thrilled to finally be here!  She observed our lunch and recess routine and was able to talk with students during recess.  She will begin full time work here next week.

We both thank the ACCESS community for your support, assistance and friendship during our time here.  It has been a wonderful opportunity for each of us to learn about an exciting program.

PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE:  We had a great turnout of parents to hear Ms. Orlen talk about the program at Grant.  Thanks to the many of you who took the time to attend.  Thanks, also, to Sue Ann Higgens for joining us and adding district support to this event!

ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE AND THE ALL THE MEN AND WOMEN MERELY PLAYERS:  The ACCESS 8th grade class would like to heartily thank Cheryl and Seth Friedman for directing and producing the ACCESS to Shakespeare play.  They have donated their time and talent making this production happen.  Cheryl and Seth funded the sound system used and Cheryl has spent almost everyday for weeks, tirelessly coaching students so they could have a better understanding of their character and the works and words of Shakespeare.  This has been an amazing experience of a lifetime.  Thank you Cheryl and Seth!

KUDOS (meaning high praise and glory) is given to Irene Montano for her dedication and tireless efforts working with the 8th graders and Cheryl as they diligently prepared for the Shakespeare performance.  The show is outstanding and Ms. Montano can sing and act! We all thank her for this fabulous, professionally executed performance!  BRAVOOOOO!
REQUEST TO PARENTS:  In order to support our instructional program, we are following district policy and asking that parents not drop into classrooms unannounced.  If you are able to volunteer, please schedule this with your child's teacher(s) so that your time will be maximized.  If you feel an urgent need to talk with a teacher, please contact the administrator and she will be happy to arrange a meeting.  Thank you for your support and cooperation of this protocol.
APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR:  The application cycle for elementary and middle schools begins on Feb. 9th.  Tours are scheduled and guests are asked to email the ACCESS Office to register for a tour.  The last tour is scheduled for Feb. 3rd, 2 PM.  We will also host an Information Night for students and their parents on Tuesday, Mar. 1, from 6:00-7:00 PM.  ACCESS teachers will be here to explain their program and answer questions.  This is an excellent opportunity to learn from the experts!!!!! 

URGENT REQUEST:  During play rehearsal today, one of our 8th grade students lost an ipod.  We’re asking students and parents to double check backpacks, coats, costumes, etc., to look for this item.  If you find it, please return it to Ms. Montano.  Thank you. 
Upcoming Dates to Remember:

Thursday


2/3
Tour, 2 PM

Tuesday


2/8
Peer Mediation Training, Resolutions NW

Thursday


2/10
“

Wednesday


2/9
Two Hour Late Opening (10:30 AM)
Best of luck to ACCESS students, staff and families for an excellent remainder of the school year!

Sincerely, 

Dana Jacobs and Gail Westlin

Guest Principals

NEWS FROM THE PTA:

Valentine's Dance

There will be a Valentine's Dance for 6-8th Graders on February 11th from 6:30-8:30PM in the gymnasium.  Students will need $2 and a signed "invitation" to attend.  A hardcopy of the invitation should have come home on January 28th, and a copy is also available on the Files section of BigTent.  Chaperones, ideas, and most of all student DJs are needed.  We will have someone to rent and operate the equipment, but we would like the students to pick the music and do the song announcements, etc.  If your student might be interested in being a DJ, please e-mail david.fikstad@gmail.com or have them sign up on the list in the office.  Please also e-mail David if you would like to volunteer to chaperon or if you have suggestions for the dance.

Movie and Game Night

ACCESS and Sabin will be hosting a game and movie night on February 8th from 6:30-9:00PM.  The games will start at 6:30 and the movie will start at 7:30.  We would love to hear from volunteers who want to host a game or help in other ways, and we'd love to hear your ideas for games or movies that are connected in some way to mathematics.  Please contact david.fikstad@gmail.com with your ideas or to volunteer.
