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Update from Sue Ann Higgens, Education Options Director:

Greetings ACCESS Community,

I wanted you to have an update that Pat Thompson, who has been on medical leave from ACCESS Academy much of this school year, is recovering and making health progress.  This is really good news.  Additionally, I cannot highly enough commend and thank Dana Jacobs and Gail Westlin for their thoughtful and capable leadership in Pat’s absence.

However, in light of the unpredictable timeline of Pat’s return to full-time work, as well as our need for a single administrator for ACCESS for the balance of the school year, I write to also let you know we will be welcoming Tou Meksavahn as the full-time interim administrator for ACCESS Academy for the rest of the year.  Ms. Thompson will continue in her role in the TAG office and supporting other projects for the Curriculum Department.

Ms. Meksavanh served as Principal at Duniway School for nine years until her retirement in 2010. She has been with Portland Public Schools for nearly 30 years, having previously served as a teacher in and an Administrator of the ESL/Bilingual Program for many years, Assistant Principal at Lane Middle School and Assistant Principal at Gregory Heights Middle School.  

Ms. Meksavahn brings experienced leadership, interest in the ACCESS program and experience supporting Teachers, TAG students and families.  She will phase in to ACCESS at the end of this week and we will welcome her aboard full-time as of January 31st.  Thank you for welcoming Tou to the ACCESS Program.  A coffee with the new principal will be scheduled in the coming weeks—stay tuned for details!  Thank you.
Thoughts from the Principal(s):

We have been pleased to serve the ACCESS community for the past few months.  This has been an incredible learning opportunity for both of us.  We have gotten to know many of the students, had the opportunity to work with an outstanding staff, gotten to meet many parents and learned so much about ACCESS.  We were honored to be asked by Ms. Thompson to work for her during her absence.  Due to other work commitments we are unable to work beyond January.

We both have had the privilege of working with Ms. Meksavanh and are confident she will do an outstanding job here at ACCESS.  We believe you will find her extremely kind and caring, knowledgeable and an advocate for students.  Please welcome her to the ACCESS community!  

KUDOS TO 7TH & 8TH GRADERS!  They have done an outstanding job during the first week of locker use.  We are proud of how easily they transitioned to this opportunity and appreciate their diligence to use their lockers responsibly!

PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE:  A reminder that Ms. Vivian Orlen, Principal of Grant High School will be our special guest at our coffee on Wednesday, Jan. 26th, from 8:30-9:30 AM.  She will talk about their program and how it is able to meet the needs of highly gifted students.  The coffee will take place in Mr. Garcia's room.  Parents of current 8th graders are strongly encouraged to attend and all are welcome!

APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR:  The application cycle for elementary and middle schools begins on Feb. 9th.  Tours are scheduled during the next few weeks for interested families.  Guests are asked to email the ACCESS Office and register for a tour.  Upcoming tour dates and times are:  Wednesday, Jan. 26th, 10 AM & 6 PM; and Thursday, Feb. 3rd, 2 PM.  We will also host an Information Night for students and their parents on Tuesday, Mar. 1, from 6:00-7:00 PM.

NO DANCE ON JANUARY 28th - The dance listed on the event calendar for January 28th was an error.  David Fikstad, PTA President, apologizes for not sending out a corrected schedule. The next dance is the Valentine's Day Dance on February 11th.  Please contact david.fikstad@gmail.com to volunteer or make suggestions for the dance.

INCLEMENT WEATHER:   For latest information you may visit:

http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/student-transportation/1404.htm.  You may also sign up for Flash Alert at http://www.flashalert.net/news.html?id=69
Upcoming Dates to Remember:

Wednesday

1/26
Principal Coffee with Vivian Orlen, Grant Principal, 8:30-9:30 AM





Tours, 10 AM & 6 PM

Friday


1/28
Shakespeare Evening Event for 8th graders and their families, 6:00-8:00 PM
Thursday

2/3
Tour, 2 PM

Wednesday

2/9
Two Hour Late Opening

As we end our assignment at ACCESS, we wish all of you a successful and productive year!

Sincerely, 

Dana Jacobs and Gail Westlin

Guest Principals

A NOTE FROM Kingsum Chow and Michele Levis, ACCESS Robotics Coordinators:

ACCESS students took FIVE awards in FIRST LEGO League Oregon State Championships:  ACCESS students from eight FIRST LEGO League teams met weekly this fall season to prepare for the Oregon state qualifying tournaments, in which five of the teams advanced to the state championships held last weekend (Jan 15-16). Thanks to the numerous volunteer hours from their coaches and mentors, and the dedication of their parents, they all had a wonderful time and every team is a winner after four months of work in robotics, project and teamwork.

The neighborhood team Lego Pie-on-Ears received the Robot Performance fourth place award on Jan 16. The team members Sameer Suri, Ashok Kaushik (4th grade, ACCESS Academy), Alessandro Bifulco (4th grade, Forest Park Elementary), Adit Gupta (4th grade, Findley Elementary) and Avi Gupta (4th grade, Catlin Gabel) are coached by Himanshu Suri and mentored by Ankit Gupta.

The ACCESS Academy Lego Magicians 2.0 team received the Robot Performance second place award on Jan 16. The team members Samir Shah, Faolan Teinowitz, Rohan Moore (8th grade), Zach Levis and Brian Yang (7th grade) are coached by Saurin Shah and mentored by Michele Levis, Mike Levis, Norman Teinowitz, Allison Abell, Valerie Vogel and Kingsum Chow.

The neighborhood team Lego Surgeons received the Young Team second place award for a solid performance from the kids in 4/5th grade on Jan 15. The team member Neha Mishra (4th grade, ACCESS Academy) and others are coached by Sandeep Jain.

The neighborhood team Turbo Turtles received the Champion's Runner Up award on Jan 15. The team members Simon Chow (5th grade, ACCESS Academy), Sophia Takla, Hannah Belli (4th grade, Forest Park Elementary) and Evan Chang (6th grade, OES) are coached by Kingsum Chow, Kim Takla and Pam Belli.

The neighborhood team Untitled Geniuses received the Champion's second place award on Jan 16. The team members Siddharth Suri, Michael Ioffee (6th grade, ACCESS Academy), Spencer Hutchinson, Paolo Bifulco and Ryan Patridge (6th grade, West Sylvan Middle School) are coached by Himanshu Suri.

Note: It is the first time ACCESS students took two Robot performance awards from the same state championship. Good job Lego Pie-on-Ears and Lego Magicians 2.0.  Congratulations to all the teams for their participation in the tournaments and thanks to their parents, ACCESS School, PTA and Intel funding through volunteer hours for supporting the teams.  A HUGE THANK YOU TO Kingsum Chow and Michele Levis, ACCESS Coordinators!!
