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Thoughts from the Principal(s):

We are pleased to report that Ms. Thompson’s surgery went well and she is home recuperating.  We know you all join us in wishing her well the very best during her recovery.

We would like to take this opportunity to formally THANK Mr. Garcia for coordinating the annual Geo Bee.  The final competition took place yesterday with ten participants.  Geo Bee finalists were:  Gabe Shepard, Marissa Friedman, Noah Gladen-Kolarsky, Henry Thomas, Jack Friedman, Bethan Tyler, Claire Gabris and Max Hancock and Ian Michael.  Our third runner up was Max and our second runner up was Ian.  Congratulations to our Geo Bee Champion Jack Friedman.  Congrats to all the finalists.  It was a job well done!

We would also like to thank parent, JaneAnne Peterson, for coordinating our school Spelling Bee.  The classroom bees are completed and now we present our list of students who will be participating in the School Spelling Bee:  Grade 3 - Luke Aitchison, Anya Anand, Sutton Houck, Lux Sanchez, Evan Reynolds, Grade 4 - Ashok Kaushik, Zaidie Long, Jessica Yang, Grade 5 - Aaron Bassow, Paige Clark, Hayden Houck, Anders Olsen, Cedric Wong, Grade 6 - Sam Chappell, Xander Collins, Duncan Gates, Jonathan Huang, Kiernan Hundis, Kat Renner, Sharanya Suresh, Riley Wilson, Grade 7 - Zach Levis, Mika Stanard, Miriam Thielman, Bethan Tyler, Taylor Xochihua and Grade 8 - Lucas Friedman, Ian Michael, and Theodora Mautz
THANK YOU TO PTA for providing the Staff Appreciation Lunch this past Tuesday.  Thanks to the parents who provided yummy chili, cornbread, and other scrumptious fare.
A Community Forum was held last night at Beaumont Middle School to address the needed changes to help balance enrollment at Sabin, Alameda and Beaumont.  With hundreds of participants it was a collaborative and productive meeting.  The Boundary Advisory Committee will meet again on Jan. 20th to make their final recommendation to the board.  To review minutes of this meeting, please visit our website.  Minutes will be posted by Monday.  Thank you, again, to Mike Kubler and Sasha Gilbert for their participation on the committee representing ACCESS.

A reminder that Ms. Vivian Orlen, Principal of Grant High School will be our special guest at our coffee on Wednesday, Jan. 26th from  8:30-9:30 AM.  She will talk about their program and how it is able to meet the needs of highly gifted students.  The coffee will take place in Mr. Garcia’s classroom.  Parents of current 8th graders are strongly encouraged to attend and all are welcome!

APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR:  The application cycle for elementary and middle schools begins on Feb. 9th.  Tours are scheduled during the next few weeks for interested families.  Guests are asked to email the ACCESS Office and register for a tour.  Tour dates and times are:  Thursday, Jan. 20th, 5:30PM; Wednesday, Jan. 26th, 10AM & 6PM; and Thursday, Feb. 3rd, 2 PM.  We will also host an Information Night for students and their parents on Tuesday, Mar. 1 from 6:00-7:00PM.

LOCKERS:  7th & 8th graders will begin using their lockers next week.  Expectations and procedures have been reviewed with students.  Thanks to Mr. Holm for coordinating this activity!  He created opportunities for students to practice with their combination locks this week.  Thanks to Mr. Dauch, Sabin Principal, for providing lockers for ACCESS students!
The Northside Family Support Center is having an Insurance Sign-Up Clinic on Wednesday, Jan. 26th, 8:30am - 3:30pm.  The Clinic will be at the Family Support Center @ Applegate Site, 7650 N. Commercial Ave.  Assistance with food stamp applications is also available.  For an appointment for insurance or food stamps, please call 503-916-5875.  All services available in Spanish and English.

INCLEMENT WEATHER:   For latest information you may visit:

http://www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/student-transportation/1404.htm.  You may also sign up for Flash Alert at http://www.flashalert.net/news.html?id=69
Upcoming Dates to Remember:

Monday

1/17
Holiday - Martin Luther King Day (schools closed)

Thursday

1/20
Tour, 5:30PM

PTA Meeting, 6:30-7:30 PM

Wednesday

1/26
Principal Coffee with Vivian Orlen, Grant Principal, 8:30-9:30 AM





Tours, 10AM & 6PM

Friday


1/28
Shakespeare Evening Event  for 8th graders and their families

Thursday

2/3
Tour, 2PM

Wednesday

2/9
Two Hour Late Opening

As we celebrate the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday, we hope this day provides some time for you to talk about peacekeeping and civil rights with your children.  It’s amazing for us to realize that within our lifetime the Civil Rights movement helped shape our country.  Please take a few minutes to honor Dr. King and his peaceful approach to creating change in the world.

Sincerely, 

Dana Jacobs and Gail Westlin

Guest Principals

