The Third Grade Gazette
    September 27, 2011
Room 16
First fire drill, first testing day…they are all behind us.  I’m really pleased with the way this class is coming together.  I go home energized…and a tiny bit exhausted!  This is the time of year when coats love to walk off our playground seemingly without any help from us.  Names on all lose-able things is a good idea.
Reading

One of my favorite stories by one of my favorite authors, Alexander, Who Used to be Rich Last Sunday, by Judith Viorst, kept us chuckling.  It provides a GREAT opportunity to talk to your kids about money, about saving, about spending, and about all the silly things you bought when you were a little kid! We’re focusing on subject/predicate and dictionary skills this week.  
Writing

We will be starting our formal writer’s workshop this week.  Our school-wide focus is on conventions, such as punctuation, spelling, subject verb agreement, etc.  I’ll be providing very specific ways to help your child improve the mechanics of his or her writing.  Our first skill will be the finger walk, checking for beginning and endings of sentences.  By Friday, they should be able to show you!  We’ll cover this on Wed-Fri in class.  Look for a copy of our new writing continuum, which holds Abernethy expectations from K-5, which was featured at Back to School Night.
Math

Next week we move onto 3 and 4 digit numbers and the concept of ‘base’ and place value
Science 
Please look for those 3 rocks that fit in one closed hand.  We made rock houses today, and several are still vacant….
Housekeeping

I should have an e-mail list up and running this week.  I will use that to communicate with you  about all sorts of things.  It’ll be the way I let you know about what’s coming up soon, so I promise I’ll only mark messages as ‘urgent’ if they really are.

Our First BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION will take place on Friday afternoon from 2:00-3:00.  If you wish to send a treat for your September Birthday kid, let me know.
Back to School Night

I loved seeing you all…there are a few folk who haven’t signed up for conferences.  I’ll send notes home soon.
Tour De Ladd
It’s coming up next Wednesday.  Please think about whether you’ll be biking or scootering!
Kruger Farms Field Trip

Kruger Farms, here we come!   Please return the forms, and if you can drive, let me know as soon as possible.  And start praying for good weather on October 13th….
