The Third Grade Gazette
    September 13, 2011
Welcome to Room 16!

We had an absolutely wonderful first week of school.  This class ‘took’ right away.  They are working and playing well together, and we are really enjoying getting to know one another.  I’m looking forward to a fabulous year.
Danielle Chin and Katherine Eichmann
We’ll have two practicum students working with our class this year.  Danielle comes from Warner Pacific and Katherine from PSU.  I’m happy to have their help and their enthusiasm, and they are very fortunate to have this group of kids to learn with.  They will be doing various bits of curriculum, observing, and just gaining the experience needed to begin student teaching.

Reading

We’ve begun reading our basal, Reading Street, where we focus on skills and strategies that we use when reading. This is only one part of our language arts learning in 3rd grade.  We’re starting off the year reading the novel Sarah, Plain and Tall and looking at the language that the author uses to create characters.  This is a particularly good book for that purpose, as the language is subtle and specific.
This week we’ll begin our basal series with the story “Boomtown” and a focus on real vs. fantasy and the elements of a story that an author might use to distinguish the two.  Additionally, the children have started their reader response journals.  We begin every morning silently reading a book of the student’s choice.  Then, children write to specific prompts.  The goal of this is to provide students a structure to be thinking about the elements of written work as they are reading.   We’ll start leveled reading groups in two weeks.
Writing

Well, our first writing has already started, and that is our reader response journal.  This is a daily event that helps kids become fluent at responding to prompts or tasks, the most ‘real life’ writing that adults do on a daily basis.  The children also have personal journals where they can write whatever it is they’d like to write, and this is unedited.  And this week we’ll finish our baseline essay.  The children will write an unedited, unassisted personal narrative that will be used to evaluate progress over the year.  Daily oral language and grammar are taught through the reading series.  Those are books that remain in class, so if you’d like info on progress, be sure to let me know.
Math

WOW! Our new math is a hit!  PPS has adopted the Bridges Curriculum, coming from the Math Learning Center in Oregon.  It is based on sound research about the ways (very important plural) that children learn math.  We are currently working on numeracy, developing a deeper understanding of addition, subtraction, and the relationship and application of these operations to problem solving.  It may look different at first, so ANY questions and concerns should be brought to me.  In the meantime, you might wish to visit the Math Learning Center Website and read a bit about both the curriculum we are using and also the philosophy behind the program.  But, as they say, the proof is in the pudding: the kids are excited, creative, and connected to math, and are LOVING it!
Science 
We’ll be studying Rocks and Minerals over the next 12 weeks.  It’s a unit that is designed to sharpen categorical observation and recording and classification by attributes.  Next week, kids will begin by making rock houses.

Health

Health is a once a month series of lessons through out the school year.  The topics we cover are Self Help skills, Body Fuel, A Changing You, Safety Smarts, I Can Choose (a substance abuse refusal unit), Healthy Relationships, A Healthy Smile, An Ounce of Prevention, and Consumer Wise.  
Handwriting

Cursive rules!  At least in third grade, anyways.  We’re learning letter formation and making lots of new words.  It’s so much fun to see the kids read words in cursive.  It’s one of those “WOW! I can do this” experiences that makes teaching a joy.  

Geography
Once a week, we’ll have a geography lesson focusing on maps and both US and World Geography.  In addition, we’ll be beginning a Travel Unit in October.  Most Fridays, we’ll have a combined Art/Geography/Cultural lesson, traveling around the world.  Much help is needed, so for those of you who indicated a willingness to volunteer, I’ll be calling you!

Social Studies

We study our great city, Portland herself, in 3rd grade. This will start up after Winter Break.
Housekeeping

Feel free to send a healthy snack for morning/afternoon.  We have some long days, and if you know that your child does better with a snack, I’ll make sure he or she gets it.

Birthdays... I’d really like to limit celebrations to once a month, and we can do this in a couple of ways.  I’ve included a survey regarding birthdays and computers, so if you could return that to me, I’ll be able to let you know what our plans are soon.  I appreciate support as I try to make kids feel special and still stay focused on school and our healthy lifestyle here at Abernethy.  This is bound to cause some hard feelings…I still think it’s the right thing to do.
Specials
Our Specials Schedule is really easy this year.  We have our specials at 10:00 to 10:30, with the exception of Garden
Monday: Garden of Wonders (1:45-2:45)
Tues: PE

Wed: Library

Fri: PE

RedDot

Please visit my RedDot page on our Abernethy Web site.  I’ll show the kids how to get to it on Friday.   We’re still working out the kinks, but I’ll be sharing great fun stuff and links to educational sites that you can explore with your child.  You can find our class (look for Lisa Kane in the staff section) on the district’s Abernethy website.

Field Trips

Our first field trip will be next Thursday, Sept. 22nd.  We’re taking TriMet to Franz Bakery.  This is a much anticipated rite of passage in the 3rd grade.  We’ll leave Abernethy at 9:30 and be back around noon.

Kruger Farms is another 3rd grade tradition.  We’ll be headed there on Thursday, Oct. 13th.  WE WILL NEED DRIVERS, so if you are available, keep that day open.  You can pick a pumpkin, too….

Thanks for sharing your great kids with me.  We’re really enjoying the start of the year.  I’m sure it will only get better and better.  Feel free to contact me at lkane@pps.k12.or.us, or stop by the room.  I’m always happy to work with parents.

