The Third Grade Gazette
    October 4,, 2011
Room 16
We are using the coats now…  At Abernethy, we go outside unless it is raining horizontally.  A coat or a sweater is always a plus.  I keep a fleece hoodie I got at Goodwill for about 5 bucks in my classroom.  You might want to think about a ‘school locker’ coat that doesn’t need to travel.
Reading

The Steven Kellogg story “If You Made a Million” is our selection this week.  It’s a great look at the world of money and how it works.  Our skill for the week is Fantasy/Realism, and our grammar focus is sequencing events and exclamations.  Fantasy and realism can actually be a little tricky at this age: I’ve explained that even if there is ONE thing that can’t be real, the story can’t be real, like a cat that talks.  Inevitably, someone says, ‘but what if there is a cat that CAN talk???,’ and I remember why I love teaching 3rd grade!
Writing

We had a fabulous week generating topics for narratives based on recalling strong emotions.  The kids worked in pairs to develop their story ideas, using true reporter questions: who, what, when, where, why, and how.  These are the questions we will come to love in Room 16, and they pretty much follow us through every lesson, writing or otherwise.  This week, we will ‘narrow the topic’ focusing on one part of the event that is compelling, and we’ll break that event into beginning, middle, and end.
Math

This week we learned about arrays (think tile squares) and dimensions.  This will be the basis of much of the learning for the rest of the year. We explored the idea of place value and will continue to firm up this concept.
Science 
Our rock houses are now fully occupied, complete with Halloween decorations and plans for visits from “Rock Santas” in December.
Actually, we begin formal instruction on rocks today.  Our Practicum teacher, Katherine Eichman, will be teaching much of the unit.  The kids are excited.  When we began the unit, they told me that they already know everything about rocks and minerals.  I’ll see if I can find something they’ve yet to discover.
Housekeeping

Innesbrook Orders are due.  If you send them in, I’ll get them down to the office.
Tour De Ladd
Tomorrow, from 10:45-11:15, we’ll be hitting the streets of Ladd’s!  We can always use help, so if you’d like to join us, please do.
Kruger Farms Field Trip

I’m very excited for next week!  I’ll be contacting drivers at the end of the week.  Please bring your license and proof of insurance to Judy in the office before the day of the trip.  
For now, check to make sure those rain boots still fit, and set aside one of those handled ‘cloth’ shopping bags (think black Fred Meyers, Safeway, etc.) for your child to bring to school in order to safely transport the pumpkin home.  Our drivers will appreciate the lack of rolling, mud-covered pumpkins, and the kids will appreciate the ability to carry a MUCH bigger pumpkin than would be possible if they needed to use their hands.

Volunteering

I’m still trying to work up a system.  I was hoping to set something up through RedDot, but it doesn’t seem possible.  At this age, many (if not most) parents don’t come upstairs to pick up, so a calendar outside the door doesn’t usually work.  

I’m leaning towards a googledoc that is shared online.  I’ll make a decision by the end of the week and let you know via email.

A bit of Sweetness…

The kids in Room 16 have started a bit of a game with me.  They like to hide in the room before I walk in from recess, lunch, etc., then jump out and yell “SURPRISE!” when I walk in.  

What other job affords one a surprise party a couple of times every day?  I am truly enjoying this group of kids…..

