The Third Grade Gazette
    October 11, 2011
Room 16
Thanks to Trell Anderson for volunteering to be room parent.  We’ll be organizing the Halloween celebration soon!
Reading

Our story this week is “My Rows and Piles of Coins,” and it’s a wonderful lesson on saving for things that are very important. Our skill and strategy are focusing on character and setting and using story structure to help with understanding. This is good timing, as we start our new novel, ‘The Van Gogh Café,’ an imaginative tale that is a great example of both character and setting detail.

Writing

We are moving into the beginnings of formal narrative writing.  We go VERY SLOWLY, developing an understanding of the importance of ‘think first, write after.”  The kids at this stage are talking and thinking far more than they are actually writing on this project.  By doing this, we truly internalize ways of organizing writing, and from what I’ve seen over the years, their thinking as well.  Writing formal papers becomes much less stressful.

Math

Math is still focused on place value.  We’ve done quite a bit with base five which has helped to break down the understanding into pure concept.  It’s been very interesting to see how children handle place value as an abstraction!
Science 
Katherine has begun teaching her unit, and the kids are very excited.  We’ll be introducing vocabulary soon.  You might want to ask your child about the 3 kinds of rocks….
Housekeeping

If you have your pledges from Tour de Ladd, I’ll be sure to get them turned in.

I want to let you know that we’ll be starting up fluoride this week.  MESD just delivered the tablets on Friday, so we’re now ready to go.  Children whose parents said that they want their children to take fluoride will be taking it… even if it’s yucky.  If a child doesn’t want to take fluoride, I’ll need a note to change the status from ‘takes’ to ‘doesn’t take.’  

Every year, someone decides it’s not what is right for his or her child, and this is fine.  We just need documentation.

Kruger Farms Field Trip

YAY!  We’re almost there.  Thanks for being patient with my mistakes….I sent the note from my iPad, and I’ve learned that font size is critical.  I made lots of mistakes on the drivers, but I think everyone now knows what the real deal is.
We go rain or shine (hey, it’s Oregon.  We usually have rain AND shine), and getting wet and muddy is a given.  YOU MIGHT WISH TO SEND EXTRA CLOTHES, AND YOU OUGHT TO SEND EXTRA SHOES.  I’ll be wearing my true mud boots.  

Please meet at school at 8:45 if you are driving.  Parents are welcome to purchase a pumpkin while we are there.  I assign kids to groups once we’re all here and accounted for.

Oh, and pray for at least a little sun…

NO SCHOOL FRIDAY!  
