September 7, 2010
Welcome to second grade!

I am excited that the school year has begun.  I look forward to getting to know my second graders and their families.  Hopefully this letter will answer some of the basic questions you might have about how things work in my classroom.

Attendance

In response to the Kyron Horman disappearance, there is a new district policy regarding attendance.  The first bell rings at 8:40 and the tardy bell rings at 8:45.  A third bell will ring at 8:50, at which time I will take attendance.  Students who arrive after that bell are required to check in at the office with their parent before going to the classroom.  
Please call in to the office if your child is absent.  Also, please send a written note if your child is to go home with someone other than a family member.

School Hours

Uninterrupted time before the first bell rings in important, to allow me time to prepare for the school day.  Students and parents are welcome to come into the room at 8:35.

Schedule

By next week I will have posted a schedule on the classroom door.  This will include our ‘specials’ (music, PE and library) as well as what we will be working on in class.
Volunteering

I welcome parent help both in and out of the classroom.  In the next couple of weeks I will post a volunteer sign-up calendar on the door.  I will also have a tub of copying, compiling etc. that can be done at any time.  Let me know if you have any specific interests or talents you would like to share.

Homework

Second graders are expected to read for at least 20 minutes each night.  Additionally, a weekly homework packet will be sent home each Tuesday, starting September 21.  Activities in the packet should add no more than 15 minutes per weekday to their homework time.  Each child should work at their own rate and level.  The goal is to establish good homework habits and be consistent.  If your child does not finish the packet, but has worked hard and done his or her best, they should turn in the packet on Tuesday for full credit.

Birthdays

All students will be recognized on their birthdays.  They are also welcome to bring in a treat to share with the class at the end of the day.  As a school with a wellness focus, we like to encourage healthy (but must be store bought) snacks.  Things like pencils are great, as would be a book to donate to the class.  Please do not pass out birthday party invitations in class.
Questions or concerns

I am happy to schedule a time to talk with you about any concerns or questions you have about your child.  Feel free to leave a phone message, e-mail me at jgerlach@pps.k12.or.us or send a note with your child.

