
PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS

V E R N O N
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Vernon Elementary School
2044 N.E. Killingsworth
Portland, OR 97211

Phone: 503-916-6415  • Fax: 503-916-2678

Principal: Joan Miller
Grade levels: PK-5
Student enrollment in 2004-2005: 386
Middle Schools: Whitaker Middle School

Pre-school: Morning and afternoon pre-school classes are available
Kindergarten: Full-day kindergarten available
Childcare: At neighboring church.  On-site child care, through the YMCA,
will be available beginning fall of 2005

Driving directions:
From Interstate 5, take Alberta/Killingsworth exit. Head east on
Killingsworth. The school is between 20th and 22nd avenues on
Killingsworth

2003-04 Report Card Grade: Strong
2003-04 AYP Status: MET
(For more details about a school’s test scores, please look in the 2005-06 School Catalog.)

The contents of this brochure were developed under a grant from the Department of Education. However, those contents do
not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal
Government.

It is the policy of the Portland School Board that no discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the grounds of
age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation will occur in any
educational program, activity or employment.  Persons with questions about this policy should contact Carolyn M. Leonard,
Director of Compliance, Portland Public Schools at (503) 916-3183.

VVeerrnnoonn  SScchhooooll  MMiissssiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt::

Vernon staff, family and students will work together to create a
learning environment that provides the opportunities for each student

to: be challenged academically, enhance positive self esteem, 
develop respect and concern for others, become a responsible,

independent thinker.
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About the school
Vernon features a strong instructional program that enables all students

to achieve their potential.  As a Title I school, Vernon completed three
years as a Comprehensive School Reform Demonstration (CSRD),
restructuring the educational program to better meet student needs.
Teachers work with students to promote enhanced self-esteem, problem-
solving and decision-making skills in a positive and safe school
environment.  The Success For All reading program, Investigations
Mathematics curriculum, Every Day Counts, Problem Solving, English as
a Second Language (ESL), and technology programs help students reach
benchmark level.  An Educational Resource Center (ECR) provides extra
instructional support.  Vernon offers a Talented and Gifted program for
advanced students and music classes.

Special features and programs
Before and after school
support programs:
Tutoring, mentoring,
Homework support, and
Book Club
SMART reading
program
Free breakfast program
One-on-one tutoring of
students below grade
level in reading two to
five times a week through Success For All reading program, using
volunteers and a teacher tutor
Chess for Success Club (2-5)
Art Club two days a week after school
Art, Drama and Music classes after school (4-5)
Self-Enhancement, Inc.
Big Brother/Big Sister in-school mentor program

Parent and community support
Families participate in Site Council and PTA
Back to School Night and curriculum nights draw families to
Vernon
Monthly Parent/Principal Coffees

Staff
Eighteen classroom teachers, full-time media specialist, full-time
counselor, half-time music specialist, half-time specialist for social
skills and art, 1.5 ESL teachers, an ESL educational assistant,
educational assistants in pre-kindergarten and kindergarten, 2
SLC-B teachers and 3 Special Education educational assistants, 1.5
Educational Resource Center (ERC) teachers, speech and
language pathologist, school psychologist, full-time reading
facilitator and teacher tutor, 2 secretaries, 2 part time tutors, Foster
Grandparent, Self-Enhancement, Inc. (SEI) staff member,
SMART coordinator
Vernon staff members continually update their skills and training
by taking courses, participating in workshops - often on their own
time. Teachers plan together and are especially creative in
developing theme units and integrating curriculum. 

Community partnerships
Start Making A Reader Today
(SMART)
Experience Corp. Volunteers
Oregon Food Bank
Business partners: NW Natural
and Starbucks
Multnomah Library Books 2U
Sierra Club support for
“Students in Nature” trips
Big Brother/Big Sister program 
Self Enhancement program
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