
PORTLAND PUBL IC SCHOOLS

P O RT SMO U T H
M I D D L E S C H O O L

Portsmouth Middle School

5103 N. Willis Blvd.
Portland, OR 97203

Principal: Paul Steger
Assistant Principal: Carlos Galindo

Phone: 503-916-5666  • Fax: 503-916-2663

Grade levels: 6-8
Student enrollment in 2004-2005: 460

2003-04 Report Card Grade: Strong
2003-04 AYP Status: NOT MET
(For more details about a school’s test scores, please look in the 2005-06 School Catalog.)

5th Grade Parent Informational Meeting:
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the library

The contents of this brochure were developed under a grant from the Department of Education. However, those contents do
not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal
Government.

It is the policy of the Portland School Board that no discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the grounds of
age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation will occur in any
educational program, activity or employment.  Persons with questions about this policy should contact Carolyn M. Leonard,
Director of Compliance, Portland Public Schools at (503) 916-3183.
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About the school
Reading, math and literacy across the curriculum are central themes at

Portsmouth. Students receive both reading and math instruction at their
achievement level for 45 minutes at the beginning of every school day.
Literacy is a focus in every class. Students are placed into grade teams in a
block schedule for social studies, language arts, math and science. Block
scheduling enables grade-level students to move as a group through their
day. Specialists focus on physical education/wellness, fine arts, cultures,
foreign language sampler and computer science. Students select the classes
of interest to them. Some science classes include hands-on learning in the
community garden, and linked science and math courses are full-year
classes with one hour and 40 minute periods daily. Family and community
involvement enriches the academic program.

During the winter and spring of 2005, members of the school
community are redesigning the learning community, developing small
learning communities. Members of the staff are also exploring the
development of a late start two-way dual immersion program, English and
Spanish.

Special features and programs
Portsmouth is a SUN School offering a wide variety of after school
classes and programs for students and parents including:
Naturescaping, Homework Club, Chess for Success and many offers.
All programs are free and provide free snacks and beverages to
enrolled students

School partners include churches, businesses, community
organizations, and institutions of higher education

Portsmouth has a school-based health clinic, funded through
Multnomah County that provides a variety of health-related
services to Portsmouth's students

Portsmouth has an active PTSA, which works with students, staff,
parents and the community and provides a weekly "Helping
Hands" where volunteers do various tasks for the teachers to
support student learning

Several programs that focus on student preparation for learning
and college are: Gear-Up, OCHA and Step-U

Community partnerships
University of Portland, Portland State University, Oregon State
University, Schools Uniting Neighborhoods (SUN), Communicty
Cycling Center, Touchstone, Chess for Success 

Curriculum components
SRA Corrective Reading and Heath Reading Program for students
reading at 6th grade level and below.

Visual Math (a hands-on, student-centered approach to
mathematics); process/concept science; Urban Ecosystems focus.

Integrated core courses include reading, language arts and social
studies.

Portsmouth's community garden is a living laboratory for Life
Science curriculum. Biology lessons are linked to garden projects.

Portsmouth also offers Outdoor School and opportunities for zoo
research and education projects in a partnership with Washington
Park Zoo. 
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