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Robert Gray Middle School
5505 S.W. 23rd Avenue
Portland, OR 97215

Phone: 503-916-65676  • Fax: 503-916-2629
E-mail: rgray@pps.k12.or.us
Web site: www.gray.pps.k12.or.us

Principal: Willie Poinsette
Assistant Principal: Joe Galati
Grade levels: 6-8
Student enrollment in 2004-2005: 520
High School: Wilson High School

2003-04 Report Card Grade: Strong
2003-04 AYP Status: MET
(For more details about a school’s test scores, please look in the 2005-06 School Catalog.)

Classroom observations can be arranged by calling Robert Gray Middle
School at 916-5676.

The contents of this brochure were developed under a grant from the Department of Education. However, those contents do
not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal
Government.

It is the policy of the Portland School Board that no discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the grounds of
age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation will occur in any
educational program, activity or employment.  Persons with questions about this policy should contact Carolyn M. Leonard,
Director of Compliance, Portland Public Schools at (503) 916-3183.
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About the school
Robert Gray is tucked away in the

Southwest Portland community of
Hillsdale and serves approximately 500
students. Our personal and intimate
environment provides our students a
unique opportunity that enables them to
receive myriad educational opportunities
in the arts, foreign languages, sciences,
higher levels of math and reading, and service learning. The Robert Gray
staff challenges our students to be critical thinkers and to respect and
appreciate one another. Our diverse student population provides a
wonderful opportunity for students to get to know others from different
cultural and ethnic groups. At Robert Gray, we are proud of our small
school size because it promotes a comforting environment in which
students and staff are able to connect in a more personal and nurturing
fashion.

Parent and community support
Many opportunities for involvement at Robert Gray include: the
Local School Advisory Committee (LSAC), Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA), media center volunteers, office support,
attendance calling, classroom volunteers, tutors, field trips,
articulation activities, eighth-grade promotion, music and PE
Booster clubs and the Goal 2000 Reading Incentive Committee.

Special features and programs
For the past four years, Robert Gray has offered enrichment classes
before and after school through our SUN (Schools Uniting
Neighborhoods) School Program. Our fall courses include: AKA
Science-Water Works, Girls’ Volleyball, Tae Kwon Do, Hip Hop,
Homework Club, Multi-Cultural Art, and Marimba. The classes
change at the end of each term, and classes vary from term to term.

Extracurricular activities
All School Science Fair; Student Council; Robert Gray Band
marches in the Meier and Frank Parade, the Jr. Rose Parade, and
they participate in the solo and ensemble District wide
competitions; Project REACH; Girls' Night Out; Boys' Night Out;
and the SUN School Program.
Robert Gray has an award winning Chess Club that has won the
City Championship for the past seven years, won the Multnomah
County Regional Championship and most recently has either
taken 1st or 2nd in State competitions over the past few years. In
addition to this, our students have participated in the National
Chess Tournament for the past two years. Because of the
popularity of chess at Robert Gray, students can choose to play on
the RGMS Chess Team on three different days of the week either
before or after school. 
Last year, Robert Gray won the Middle School Table Tennis
Tournament and will host the City Championship tournament
again this year. Robert Gray sponsored its own Table Tennis
Tournament last fall in which students, faculty and parents
participated.
For the past five years, Robert Gray has offered Shakespeare as an
elective option for students.  Each term, students perform before
the student body and at two evening performances a
Shakespearean play blending Old English with Modern English.
Plays include many of Shakespeare's romantic comedies such as "A
Midsummer Night's Dream", "Twelfth Night", "As You Like It",
and "Much Ado About Nothing".

Community partnerships
Currently Robert Gray has several partnerships with Reed College,
OHSU, Oregon Bicycle Alliance, Junior Achievement, Fanno
Creek Clinic, SW Portland Rotary, Pizzicato Pizza, Three Square
Grill, Portland Christian Center, Casa Colima Restaurant, United
Salad, Neighborhood House, Friends of Trees, SOLV, Westside
Youth and Family Services, City of Portland Police Department -
GREAT Program, and Multnomah County Touchstone Program.
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