Chief Joseph Elementary School

2409 N. Saratoga
Portland, OR 97217

Phone: 503-916-6255 ® Fax: 503-916-2618 PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS
E-mail: kjaffe@pps.k12.or.us

Grade levels: K-5 ( I—I I E F O S E P I—I
Middle Schools: Ockley Green Middle School

Student enrollment in 2004-2005: 234
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Pre-school: No on-site pre-school available

Kindergarten: Half-day kindergarten available

Child care: Child care available through Peninsula Children's Center
located at Peninsula Elementary School

2003-04 Report Card Grade: Strong
2003-04 AYP Status: MET
(For more details about a schools’ test scores, please look in the 2005-06 School Catalog.)

The contents of this brochure were developed under a grant from the Department of Education. However, those contents do
not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal
Government.

It is the policy of the Portland School Board that no discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the grounds of
age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation will occur in any
educational program, activity or employment. Persons with questions about this policy should contact Carolyn M. Leonard,
Director of Compliance, Portland Public Schools at (503) 916-3183.




About the school

Chief Joseph School is a neighborhood school located in the Arbor
Lodge community. The school community is supportive and stable - last
year 99 percent of parents attended school conferences with their
children, and 91 percent of students enrolled last year completed the
school year at Chief Joseph. A structured academic program has helped
increase student achievement in all areas. Students receive instruction in
a language-arts block for at least two hours, an hour of which is provided
in small-groups. Students also have more than one hour of math
instruction, and 45 minutes of daily writing instruction. Chief Joseph is a
Title 1 school that uses the additional Title 1 resources to support the
literacy blocks. Physical education classes are offered four times a week for
students in first through fifth grade, and twice a week for kindergarten
students. A recent grant will help establish the Literacy Café, a special
school living-room filled with books and comfortable places for students
to sit and read.

Special features and programs

= SMART reading program

= Up-to-date computer lab and technology instruction to enhance
learning

= Weekly Chess Club, sponsored by Chess for Success

= Choir

= Weekly grade-level physical activity in gym

= Fitness and Math Clubs

= Marching Jazz Band, Choir

= Life skills Character Education Program

Staff

= 11 classroom teachers, a full-time PE teacher, a part-time media
specialist, 2 Learning Center teachers, 2 basic skills teachers and a
full-time Life skills Counselor

= Team approach to building student self-esteem
= Ongoing staff development

Parent and community support

= Family involvement is the key to successful students at Chief
Joseph School. Parents are encouraged to volunteer in the
classrooms and serve on the various school committees

= A weekly school newsletter informs parents about school
activities. A yearly parent calendar/ handbook is provided to all
families

= Chief Joseph has an active PTA, Local School Advisory
Committee (LSAC) and site council

= Family Bar-b-que/Open House, Grandparents Day, Family Activity
Nights, and conferences bring teachers and parents together

Curriculum components

= Environmental awareness - recipient of ecology award for
excellence in recycling from Weyerhaeuser Company. A
community garden is woven into instruction

= School-wide emphasis on developing student writing skills. Each
student has a 45 minute daily writing block.

= Upper-grade Peer Tutors have lower-grade "buddies" for reading,
activities

= Open Court Reading Program used in all grades, K-5. All students
participate in a two hour reading block with small group
instruction for 60 minutes of that time

= Chief Joseph staff focus on basic skills, the goal for all students is
to be fluent at reading by 3rd grade

= Investigations Math Program used in all classrooms. Each student
has at least a 60 minute math block

= Life skills Character Education Program is taught to all children
= One to One Works, reading tutoring program
= Lindamood Bell Reading Tutors
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