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Atkinson Elementary School

5800 S.E. Division
Portland, OR 97206

Phone: 503-916-6333  • Fax: 503-916-2606
E-mail: atkinson@pps.k12.or.us

Principal: Chris Gutierrez
Grade levels: K-5
Student enrollment in 2004-2005: 551
Middle Schools: Kellogg Middle School, Mt. Tabor Middle School

Pre-school: No on-site pre-school available
Kindergarten: Full-day kindergarten available in English and Spanish
Childcare: On-site child care is provided by Vermont Hills Family Life
Center (675-8633) before and after school from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm

School hours: Monday-Friday, 8:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

2003-04 Report Card Grade: Satisfactory
2003-04 AYP Status: MET
(For more details about a school’s test scores, please look in the 2005-06 School Catalog.)

The contents of this brochure were developed under a grant from the Department of Education. However, those contents do
not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal
Government.

It is the policy of the Portland School Board that no discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups on the grounds of
age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation will occur in any
educational program, activity or employment.  Persons with questions about this policy should contact Carolyn M. Leonard,
Director of Compliance, Portland Public Schools at (503) 916-3183.
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Welcome to Atkinson School
We are a strong neighborhood school which prides itself on maintaining

high academic standards in a family atmosphere.  Here at Atkinson, our
teachers enjoy teaching, our students have fun learning, and our parents
choose to be involved.

Mission statement
Atkinson School is a diverse learning

community of children and adults who encourage
family support and participation; value our
differences and celebrate our commonalities;
work together as creative, competent,
compassionate learners; and provide a safe,
caring, learning environment.

Student achievement
Atkinson's diverse student population and integrated approach to

learning foster individual student growth.  Although more than 50% of
Atkinson's students enter school speaking a language other than English
and 38% of our kids are not yet fluent in English, in 2004 our 3rd, 4th and
5th grade combined scores showed that 77% passed the state reading
benchmark and 80% passed the state math benchmark. The proportion of
Atkinson students reaching the benchmarks increases each year.

Atkinson families
Atkinson has a strong tradition of family involvement.  Families are

active…
at PTA meetings and
conversations
at site council, local school
advisory committee and
special planning committees
on field trips
through at-home support
at school social events and
programs

Atkinson academics
At Atkinson we believe in applied learning.  Our teachers link

together math, reading, writing, speaking, spelling, second language,
science, health, social studies, art, physical education, music and library.
Unifying themes encourage children to use their skills in real world
settings.  We offer:

Diverse kindergarten schedules including a full-day program.
One hour of differentiated literacy instruction daily
Mixed-age classrooms
Artists in Residence
Discipline Based Art Education
Computers in every classroom
Full music program, including band & recorder
Library
SMART (Start Making A Reader Today)
EXPLORE: Thursday afternoon enrichment classes (ceramics, drama,
chess, team games, and more)

Atkinson's Dual Language Immersion Program
In our program students begin their school experience in kindergarten

with 90% of the instruction in Spanish. At each grade level the
percentage of English increases and the Spanish decreases until at fourth
and fifth grade the students receive 50% of their instruction in each
language. Our program is a dual language program with a mixture of
native Spanish speakers and native English speakers and they are all on
their way to becoming bilingual. When instruction takes place in
English, the Spanish speakers are immersed in their second language. In
the same manner, when the instruction is in Spanish, our native English
speakers are immersed in their second language. In this way, each child
has a time in the week when the instruction is in their native language
and they have a chance to lead and shine. The academic focus within
the immersion program is clearly on language development, based on a
strong foundation in science, math and literacy. Students, in general,
who participate in immersion programs do very well on standardized
tests, as learning a second language helps develop cognitive flexibility.
For application details contact Atkinson School at 916-6333.
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