
Depth and Complexity





DIFFERENTIATION FOR ADVANCED LEARNERS involves the adjustment of curriculum and instruction.


Two ways to provide differentiation involves the concepts of Depth and Complexity. 


1. Depth refers to the concept of challenging learners by enabling them to venture further, deeper, and more elaborately into the area under study.


Questions related to the dimension of depth: 


What details further the understanding of this area of study (i.e., theme, concept, topic, generalization, issue, theory, or principle)? 


How can study of the known be directed towards the unknown, the concrete directed towards the abstract, and the familiar directed towards the unfamiliar? 


What facts, concepts, generalizations, principles, and theories are related to the area of study? 


What patterns and/or trends exist within the area of study? 


What structure(s) and rule(s) characterize the area of study? 


2. Complexity refers to the concept of broadening the learner's understanding of the area or areas under study by asking him/her to make connections, relationships, and associations between, within, and across subjects and disciplines.


Questions related to the dimension of complexity:


What new relationship can be made within, between, or among the area of the study and any other areas of study? 


How can this subject be viewed from many and varied perspectives? What are the problems and issues within this area of study? 


What might be multiple solutions to a problem identified within the area of study? 


What are the prevailing themes related to the area of study? 


What influence has "time" had on knowledge related to the area of study?  








DEPTH


Studying something takes one from-to…


Concrete-Abstract


Familiar-Unfamiliar


Known-Unknown


Determining


Facts to Principles


Concepts to Theories


Circumstances to Generalizations


Requires


More details


New perspectives


Research skills


Wide array of resource materials & people�
COMPLEXITY


Studying issues, problems, themes 


Making relationships between and among ideas; within, between and among disciplines or topics


Assuming various roles to view the set of circumstances:


Historian


Anthropologist


Artist


Mathematician


Biologist


Economist


Writer


Requires skills of:


Defining a task or problem


Identifying its dimensions


Relating varied information and skills to complete task or to solve problem�
�
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