
Questioning Strategies to Use for Math

“While questions which elicit lower level thinking are an important part of teaching, they are useless unless they build toward questions which help kids develop higher order thinking skills.”     Benjamin Bloom
	Planning Questions
1.  Think of three levels of questions: (tiering)

· Ones everyone can answer

· Ones that address standards and that you want everyone eventually to answer, but that not everyone can answer yet (look at benchmark objectives)

· Ones that stretch everyone’s thinking, including that of the top students

2. Rule of Thumb for Questions

· Ask 2/3 higher level, 1/3 lower level
	Sample Questions to Further the Discussion:

How did you get your answer?

Did anyone do it a different way?

Will you explain your thinking?

What might be another way to look at this?



	
	More Calendar Questions to Ask

Patterns

· Do you see a pattern?

· How did you predict the next one?

· Is there a general rule?

· Is that always true?

Explanations

· How did you solve that?

· What strategy did you use?

· Could you share your method with the class?

· Did anyone get a different answer? Why?

	What is a knowledge level question from Every Day Counts: Calendar Math?
Update questions, questions asked daily are knowledge level questions.

What day is it?

What is today’s shape?

How much money do we have in the depositor?

How long is our measuring tape?

How much money is in the coin counter?

What are sample higher level questions?
How are these two shapes alike? How are these two shapes different?

Where does this yellow star appear and when will it appear again?

What pattern piece will we have next Monday and what number will be on it?

Why is this a triangle?

Will the depositor get one more thousand dollars and how do you know?


	· 

	
	General Questions to Ask

Proof or How You Know It’s True

· Why is that true?

· Why do you think that?

· How did you reach that conclusion?

· Does that make sense?

· Can you make a model to show that?

· Why is this reasonable answer?

· Can you convince us?

Inquiry and Connections

· What would happen if…?

· How is this like or unlike…?

· Is there another way to…..?

	Questions to Ask When Creating a Community and Promoting Discussion
· Can anyone do it another way?

· Do you agree or disagree with…and why?

· Can you explain what she just said?

· Which strategy is easier for you to do?

· How many different ways can we solve this?

· Can you explain how you know to your neighbor?
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