A Template for Designing Flexible Groups

	Unit of Study:


	Essential Question:

Theme:


	Pre-Assessment to determine groups:

	Group Focus:

Required Content or Product:


	Group One

__________
	Group Two

__________
	Group Three

___________
	Group Four

__________
	Group Five

__________

	Materials:

Activities:

Products:


	Materials:

Activities:

Products:


	Materials:

Activities:

Products:


	Materials:

Activities:

Products:


	Materials:

Activities:

Products:




Example Plan:  Grouping by Interest
	Unit of Study:  Ratios and Proportions


	Essential Question:  How are ratios and proportions used in real world situations and/or to solve real world problems?


	Group Focus & Required Product:
All groups will answer the essential question in a presentation to the class.  How are ratios and proportions used to solve problems within your topic of interest?

Groups will make a creative presentation to the class that will include the following:  a visual, a shared oral presentation, an individual written report explaining what you learned from this interest group experience about ratios and proportions.  The presentation will be evaluated using the group presentation rubric.  The written report will be evaluated by the report and reflection rubric.



	Pre-Assessment:  Students will indicate interest and self-select group.

	Group One

Sports  Fans
	Group Two

Shoppers
	Group Three

Musicians or Music Lovers
	Group Four

Visual Artists
	Group Five

Doctors & Nurses


Example Plan for Grouping Based on Depth of Background Knowledge
	Unit of Study:  Geography



	Essential Question:  What are the Five Themes of Geography, and why are they essential to our knowledge and study in Social Studies?

Theme: Five themes of Geography 

Location, Place, Human Environmental Interaction, Movement, Region


	Group Focus:  All students have access to the text, internet, atlas and any other tools available in the classroom.  Using a variety of processes, each group will complete the task assigned to answer the essential question.

	Group One

Based on pre-assessment data, could not name a theme in geography
	Group Two

Can name one – three themes, but miss any detail
	Group Three

Can name themes but miss some detail
	Group Four

Can name and describe themes.
	Group Five

Can name and describe as well as formulate

	Materials: Teacher Assistance provided in finding materials
Activities:  Brief guided webquest through the National Geographic WebSites
Products:  Group work to make a poster showing the five themes Individual graphic organizers

	Materials: Teacher Assistance provided in finding materials

Activities:  Brief guided webquest through the National Geographic WebSites

Products:  Group work to make a poster showing the five themes Individual graphic organizers


	Materials: Weblinks, in class texts
Activities:  

Products:  Group work to make a poster showing the five themes. Individual country reports demonstrating themes found in studying that country

	Materials: Weblinks, in class texts

Activities:  

Products:  Group work to make a poster showing the five themes. Individual country reports demonstrating themes and impact each theme has had on shaping the country today


	Materials: Teacher Assistance provided in finding materials

Activities:  

Products:  Group work to make a poster showing the five themes.
Individual essays explaining why the five themes are essential to social studies.




