K-8 Scenarios to guide Discussion


	Scenario

One
	A second grade teacher has kept track of each student’s performance on each of the End-of-Unit Assessments for Investigations Mathematical Thinking throughout the month of September.  She has 8 students with perfect scores (they have exceeded the expectation to demonstrate understanding on each assessment).  On October first, the teacher decides to give all eight students a pre-assessment aligned to the End-of-Unit assessments in Coins, Coupons, and Combinations.  Four of the students “score” at least 80%.  

Describe some of the decisions this teacher might make about which instructional strategies and grouping methods to utilize during the length of the Coins, Coupons and Combinations unit.


	
	

	Scenario Two
	An 8th grade science teacher consistently uses exit cards as a tool for assessment.  Prior to teaching a unit on plate tectonics, earthquakes, and volcanoes, the teacher asks for students to complete an exit card describing what they already know about the topic.  Not surprisingly, there are a wide variety of responses.  Some cards have little information.  Some have a fair amount of information with a few misconceptions and several indicate a great amount of background knowledge.
Describe some of the decisions this teacher might make about which instructional strategies and grouping methods to utilize during the length of the Plate Tectonics unit.




	Scenario Three
	At Fictitious Elementary school, there are three 4th grade classrooms.  OAKS scores, standardized report cards, and teacher observations from 3rd grade all indicate that there is a wide-range of math ability within the group of students now enrolled in 4th grade.  Within each 4th grade class. Each level of current ability is represented.  

Describe some of the decisions the 4th grade teaching team can make to provide math at the appropriate instructional level for every student.  Describe some of the decisions that each classroom teacher might make about which instructional strategies and grouping methods to utilize in math over the course of the year. 



	
	

	Scenario Four
	Over the years, Teacher M has built a tremendous repertoire of tools for getting responses from her students.  This teacher uses bloom’s taxonomy to construct open-ended, structured, and follow-up questions for any lesson that M thinks may be difficult of challenging for students.  The class is dynamic and interactive, but teacher M is worried that not all students have a chance to participate in the question and answer sessions.
Describe some additional assessment, accessibility, or active participation strategies that might increase student participation and not hamper the challenging and interactive classroom that M has worked so hard to create and maintain.
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